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Patent & Trademark Resource
Centers
A Patent and Trademark Resource Center (PTRC)
is a library designated by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office to help the public access and
navigate patent and trademark information. 

PTRCs provide specialized resources, tools, and
trained staff who assist inventors, entrepreneurs, and
researchers in learning how to search existing
patents and trademarks, understand the application
process, and make informed decisions before filing. 

While PTRCs do not provide legal advice, they play a
vital role in supporting innovation and protecting
intellectual property within their local communities.

Application Assistance

Patent & Trademark Search
Assistance

Resource Connection



How Patrons Use the PTRC

What is this?
Patrons sometimes need a

primer on what the
difference is between a

copyright, trademark or a
patent.

Searching
Whether they are

searching for prior
trademarks or patents,
patrons often need a

guide on how to use the
databases of the USPTO

A friendly ear
Sometimes patrons just
want another person to

talk through their process
or don’t know how to take

the next step on their
business journey.

Applying
From finding the right
forms to making sure
the margins of their

docx files are correct,
sometimes it takes an

extra set of eyes to help.
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Patents
What is a patent?
A patent is an intellectual property right. It's
granted by the U.S. government to inventors. It
gives the inventor the right to exclude others
from making, using, offering for sale, selling, or
importing in to the U.S. their invention. That's
for a limited time — and in exchange, the
inventor must publicly disclose the invention
when the patent is granted. 



Types of Patents

Source: https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2-Patent-Basics-April-12-2024-Pathways.pdf



Patent Public Search



How to access Patent Public
Search

www.uspto.gov



What is Patent Public Search
Patent Public Search is the official patent search platform of the US
Patent & Trademark Office

Introduced in February 2022

Includes patents issued since 1790 and patent applications
published since 2001

Based on the search tool used by USPTO patent examiners

1836 Fire and withdrawn patents are not included



Basic Search



Basic Search: Field Search
Two search fields with drop-down menus

One word per search field --- important

Boolean set operator drop-down menu of AND, OR & NOT



Search results in Basic Search
Searching in the “everything” field will provide a large number of
search results.

View results using “preview” to view the front page thumbnail,
“text” to open the searchable HTML page in a new tab, or “PDF” to
open the PDF view in a new tab

Your browser may have additional features such as “print” and
“find”



Transition to the Advanced Search interface from Basic Search

Click on “Go to Advanced Search”

Advanced Search will open in a separate window

This will begin a new search session

Transitioning to Advanced Search



Basic Search
Should work with almost all devices used to search the internet,
including smartphones and tablets

Will work with most current browsers, including Safari

Advanced Search
Will not work with smartphones and tablets

Works best with Chromium-based browsers such as Chrome and
Edge

Devices & Browsers



Advanced Search



Three databases, one search tool
Patent Public Search can be used to search up to three databases at
the same time:

US-PGPUB: U.S. Pre-Grant Publications (Published Patent
Applications) since 2001
USPAT: All issued U.S. patents since 1790
USOCR: Text of issued U.S. patents from appx. 1830s to 1970
scanned using OCR (Optical Character Recognition)



Gadget Functions Toolbar



Quick Search
Three panels
Active gadgets:

Search
Search Results
Help
Search History
Document Viewer

The other three gadget features
can be activated



Enhanced Search
Four panels
All gadget features are active,
including:

Tagged Documents
Notes Viewer
Hit Terms



Customization & navigation



Searching



Field Codes
Conducting a search without field codes will search all
parts of a patent document

Adding field codes to search terms will only search the
specified parts or sections of a patent

You must use periods on both sides of a field code
except when searching date ranges

Example: “prosthetic heart valve”.AB.



Is there a list of field codes?
Frequently used field code abbreviations are
located in the Help gadget

The Help gadget also links to a full list of field
codes or “searchable indexes”

They are also located in the Search Overview
Quick Reference Guide (QRG)



Field Code Examples



Boolean set operators
Boolean set operators indicate which terms the
search results should contain
Examples:

vehicle.AB. OR car.AB.
(mobile OR portable).AB.
Clock.TI,CLM. AND S.KD.
“Ford Motor Company”.AS,AANM.

Search tips:
Group synonyms with parentheses
Use commas for multiple field codes
Use quotation marks for exact phrases



Proximity operators
Proximity operators indicate how close search
terms are.

Examples:
(Rory NEAR2 Cooper).IN.
electric.AB. ADJ vehicle.AB.
(“license plate” WITH sensor) SAME (garage
OR parking)



Wildcards & truncation
Search alternate beginnings, endings, or spellings
of a word with wildcards. Plurals and British
equivalents are searched by default.

Examples:
charg$5
($5craft AND float).AB.

Search tip:
The Hit Terms gadget will display terms found
in your search results
Limiting truncation to a number of characters
(example: $5) will return search results more
quickly



Date Ranges
Search date ranges for:

@ay: application year
@ad: application date
@py: publication year
@pd: publication date

Examples:
A45B19/00.CPC. AND @ay>=2022
hair AND clippers AND @py<=1930
@pd=20241029



Search Strategies



Multi Step Search Strategy
1.Brainstorm terms describing the invention

2.Conduct a keyword search using Patent Public Search

3.Conduct an in-depth review of the selected documents

4.Expand the search to publications with relevant classification

numbers

5.Review cited references

6.Broaden your search to include foreign patents and non-patent

literature



Brainstorming terms
When choosing keywords, consider words that describe:

The nature of the invention

The process, product, or function

The physical composition, structure, materials, or key components

How the invention will be used

Technical terms, industry terms, and synonyms

You may miss results that include:

Synonyms (ex: “rodent extermination device” instead of “mouse trap”)

Vague terminology (ex: “toy and process of use”)

Obsolete terms (ex: “floppy disc”)



Classification resources



Keyword search example
Problem: Electric car drivers have a limited number of charging stations available.

They are concerned that they could experience a dead car battery between charging

stations

Solution: A mobile charging station that could be brought to a car

Potential keywords:

Electric car or electric vehicle

Mobile or portable

Charging station



Building a search string
Each search statement is recorded as an L set

number (L#) in your “Search History”

After your first search, combine an L# with

additional search terms without retyping the

previous search

Example: 

L1: Electric NEAR2 (car OR vehicle)

L2: L1 AND (charg* NEAR station)

L3: L2 AND (mobile OR portable) 



Export search results
Download displayed search results as a .csv file

File can hold up to 10,000 search results

If you have more than 500 results, scroll

through all results to show the remaining

documents before exporting



Broaden your search
Foreign patent documents 

Espacenet (European Patent Office search tool)

at worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/

Patentscope (World Intellectual Property

Organization search tool) at www.wipo.int/

patentscope/en/

Non-patent literature

Websites, books, journals, databases, and other

published content 



Patent search resources 
Micro tutorials, FAQs, and quick reference

guides

“Getting started with Patent Public Search”

webinars for patent searchers: www.uspto.gov/

PatentPublicSearch

“Multi-step U.S. patent search strategy” and

other resources available at: www.uspto.gov/

patents/search 



What we can & cannot help with
We can help with:

Showing how to search USPTO databases 

Demonstrating public tools like Patent Public Search using generic searches

Guiding users to official USPTO forms and resources

Helping interpret search results structure (classification, status, owners)

Connecting entrepreneurs with business development partners and learning opportunities

Providing general information about the patent process

We cannot help with:

Offering legal advice or opinions

Saying whether an idea is patentable

Recommending specific search keywords or filing strategies

Preparing, editing, or reviewing patent applications

Conducting searches on behalf of a user



You can connect with us at 
mclptrc@multco.us


