

[image: ]                Understanding Your Child’s Progress

ALL STUDENTS READY FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER

In 2010, Oregon adopted higher K-12 standards in Math and English to ensure all students move from grade to grade with the academic knowledge and skills necessary for success beyond high school. Because we raised the bar for what we expected students to know and be able to do, we have also changed the way we measure student progress through our state tests. 

WHAT OREGON’S STATE TESTS DO 

· Challenge your child to think critically and apply his or her knowledge to real-world problems
· Go beyond multiple choice and allow your child to explain his or her answers
· Act as a snapshot of your child’s progress and should only be used as one piece of the larger picture of your child’s academic success
· Measure success on a 4-point scale. If your child receives a 3 or 4 on the tests, they are considered on track to graduate.
· Help identify poor and high performing schools and districts so they can receive supports to improve













How much time do the tests take?
The tests are not timed so your child can take the time he or she needs to fully demonstrate what they know and can do. Our new tests take about the same amount of time as previous state tests.
	
What do the results mean and where do I get my child’s results?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Test results represent a new baseline and identify your child’s strengths and areas for improvement in English and math. Your school will share your child’s scores with you at the start of the next school year to help support your child’s success as they move from grade to grade.  

Why does participation matter?
Participation on statewide tests provides Oregon policy makers and educators with information about what educational approaches are working and where additional resources are needed. Your child’s participation is important to ensure schools and districts receive the resources they need to help all students succeed.STATEWIDE TESTING WINDOWS

Smarter Balanced English & Math Tests
February 9 – June 10, 2016

Extended Assessments for English & Math
February 18 – April 28, 2016



When will my child test?
Your child will take the tests once after they have received at least two thirds of the instruction in the assessed areas. Your child’s school district will determine the specific dates your child tests within the statewide testing window based on local instructional calendars. 

STAY INFORMED
Talk to your child’s teacher or school principal if you have questions or want to learn more. Patience and persistence will be required to help our students and schools continue towards success.

Resources
What Your Child Should Know and be Able to do by Grade:  http://bit.ly/1nO1VkT and  http://bit.ly/1wEKvRG  
Sample Test Questions: http://bit.ly/1LReome 
Understanding Your Child’s Results:  http://bit.ly/1Pa3fyS 













DESCRIPTION OF RIGHTS
Parents and adult students have the right to annually opt-out of Oregon’s statewide summative tests, in English and math by submitting this form to the school district for the school the student attends. The school shall provide any student who is exempted from a state test with supervised study time while other students are testing. 
Visit this link to learn more about House Bill 2655: http://bit.ly/1RisoGD 







This section must be completed by the parent/guardian or adult student:
Student’s Legal Last Name________________________________
Student’s Legal First Name________________________________
Student’s Date of Birth___________________________________  Enrolled Grade____________________

Please indicate the state test(s) you are opting out of for the 2015-16 school year:
	
	English Language Arts

	
	Mathematics



To best support school district planning, you are encouraged to submit this form to the school district office no later than January 9, 2016. For students who enroll after the statewide testing window begins (February 9, 2016), this form should be signed and submitted within 2 weeks of enrollment. This form is only valid for the 2015-16 school year. Parents and adult students are required to submit an opt-out form annually should they wish to be exempted from statewide summative tests.

I understand that by signing this form I lose valuable information about where my child is on his/her path to college- and career-readiness. In addition, opting out may impact my school and district’s efforts to target school improvement. 

PARENT/GUARDIAN*:_____________________________     Date_______________________
*Adult students (age 18 and older) may sign on their own behalf and do not require signature by a parent or guardian. 
Parent/Guardian or Adult Student Printed Name_____________________________________


2015-16 Notice for Oregon’s Summative Tests
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