[bookmark: _GoBack]Smarter Balanced Builds on Success 
with Enhanced Features and Flexibility
Smarter Balanced is committed to continuously improving its assessment system. As a Consortium governed by its members, Smarter Balanced welcomes feedback from members and works toward consensus about ways to improve the system. 
[bookmark: page1]After the first operational year, Consortium members reviewed all aspects of the assessment system and proposed a holistic set of changes to be applied to future test administration. With additional staff analysis, these enhancements were approved by Smarter Balanced members and will improve the assessment system to provide a better experience for students, a more integrated system for teachers, and additional information for parents.
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Test administration flexibility
The Smarter Balanced model gives members the flexibility to administer the assessment in ways that best meet their needs. For instance, members choose their own vendor to deliver, score, and report the assessment. 
State agency staff and educators reviewed the performance tasks and determined they could stand on their own without a classroom activity. Classroom activities are 30-minute pre-test sessions in which teachers discuss the context of the performance task with students. 
Reviewers also determined that the text and graphics of the performance tasks provide students sufficient resources. In addition, students have access to resources (language glossaries, dictionaries, etc.) in the performance tasks. 
In 2015–16, members will have the flexibility to decide whether the classroom activity will be required or optional in their state or territory for the English-language arts and/or mathematics assessments.
Removing the classroom activities will reduce the length of the test by up to 60 minutes. 
Better information
Although members determine their own timeline and format for reporting test scores, Smarter Balanced is collaborating with members to create new reports that give students, teachers, and parents more information about student learning. 
The templates provide additional information about students’ writing performance.
Working with their service providers, members may make these reports available by 2016-17.

Helping teachers improve their practice
The Smarter Balanced end-of-year test is just one of three components in a comprehensive assessment system designed to help educators improve teaching and learning. The Digital Library offers teachers thousands of educator-approved classroom tools and professional development resources. 
Interim assessments—optional and flexible tests available throughout the year—allow teachers to monitor student progress and adjust instruction. 
Smarter Balanced is creating links between student results from interim assessments and professional development resources in the Digital Library to increase student learning. 
Supporting teacher preparation
Our members believe it is important for teachers to be acquainted with the Digital Library as early in their careers as possible. 
Members can make the Digital Library available to public college and university faculty without an additional fee if the member purchased the complete package.  
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