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255 Capitol Street NE                                                                                                                                                          
Salem, Oregon 97310-1206                                                                                                                                           

Application Due: May 11, 2009
                                                                                            

Application for Federal Funds

Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009

State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF)
To mitigate a reduction in General Fund support for the State School Fund in 2008-09, the 2009 Oregon Legislature has planned on the use of $115.4 million of funding from the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund, a new source of federal funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The Legislature, for budgetary purposes, has included these federal dollars as part of the State School Fund program area in the ODE’s budget for 2007-09. However, it is important to note the SFSF monies are a federal grant and subject to federal restrictions, spending and reporting requirements. The portion of the SFSF specifically for education is 81.8% of the total and is known as the Education Stabilization Fund.

The U.S. Department of Education (USED) is requiring school districts and education service districts to submit an application to the Governor prior to receiving monies from the SFSF.  The ODE is acting on behalf of the Governor in asking you to submit this application, which covers the $115.4 million distribution and any subsequent distributions in 2009-11. 

The USED has stated the SFSF monies are to be paid on a reimbursement basis. You are allowed to claim expenditures going back as far as February 17, 2009, the effective date the Act.  For districts that file this application by the May 11, 2009 deadline, the Oregon Department of Education will assume you have reimbursable expenditures sufficient to cover the entire amount of your SFSF grant as shown at the link at the bottom of this page.  If you do not have reimbursable expenditures sufficient to cover your SFSF grant, please notify the Oregon Department of Education when you file this application.
You will be asked to provide detailed information on your expenditures of this grant at a later date.  
The USED will be issuing additional guidance to states regarding reporting requirements.  You will receive preliminary guidance from the ODE within two weeks.  

Please read this document carefully and complete the “REQUIRED APPLICATION” on page 5. If you need assistance completing this application, please contact Pat Burk at 503-947-5679 or PATRICK.BURK@state.or.us
      Send A Completed Application With Original Signature AND an Electronic Copy To:


                                         Michael Wiltfong

                                         School Finance Unit

                                        Office of Finance & Administration

                                        Oregon Department of Education

                                        255 Capitol Street NE

                                        Salem, Oregon 97310-1206

                                        michael.wiltfong@state.or.us
Note:  To view your district’s estimate of grant funding, go to:  http://stimulus.k12partners.org/category/subject-area/state-stabilization
DISTRICT ASSURANCES FOR GRANTS

FROM THE STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUND

UNDER THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009
Directions:  The U.S. Department of Education requires a completed, signed application to be on file with the State of Oregon for an LEA to receive SFSF funds. An authorized representative of each school district and education service district that receives federal funds from the SFSF must sign this application. Each district should carefully read and review any cited statute and regulations related to this application. The district makes the following assurances:
General Assurances  
The district assures it will operate consistent with the requirements of Section 442 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) (20 U.S.C. 1232e). The district assures that:
(1) It will administer each program covered by the application in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;
(2) Control of funds provided to the local educational agency under each program, and title to property acquired with those funds, will be in a public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and property;

(3) It will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, federal funds paid to that agency under each program;
(4) It will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the local educational agency will maintain such records, including the records required under section 1232f of 20 U.S.C., and provide access to those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties;
(5) It will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, parents, and other interested agencies, organizations, and individuals in the planning for and operation of each program;
(6) Any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made readily available to parents and other members of the general public;

(7) In the case of any project involving construction - 


(A) The project is not inconsistent with overall State plans for the construction of school facilities, and

(B) In developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 794 of Title 29 to ensure facilities constructed with the use of federal funds are accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities;

(8) It has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to teachers and administrators participating in each program significant information from educational research, demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices developed through such projects; and

(9) None of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment (including computer software) in any instance in which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affiliate of such an organization.

http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/20C31.txt
If applicable, depending on the district’s planned use of the funds, the district assures compliance with the following (GEPA Section 427 – 20 U.S.C. 1228a):

(a) Purpose

The purpose of this section is to assist the U.S. Department of Education in implementing the Department's mission to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation, by - 

(1) Ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries in any project or activity carried out under an applicable program; and


(2) Promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards.
(b) Requirement to develop steps to ensure equity

The LEA assures it will take appropriate steps to permit students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries to overcome barriers to equitable participation - including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age – that impede access to, or participation in, particular programs to be funded with SFSF grant funds.
http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/20C31.txt
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/gepa427.doc
Use of Funds

The district assures that it has used funds consistent with the intent and overall goals of ARRA: to create and save jobs and to advance the education reforms set forth in the ARRA assurances section so as to produce lasting results for students from early learning to college. (NOTE:  LEAs are also encouraged to consider uses of funds that create lasting results without creating unsustainable recurring costs.)

The Core Reforms identified in the ARRA assurances are:
· Increase teacher effectiveness and address inequities in the distribution of highly qualified teachers;

· Establish and use a pre-K-through-college and career data system to track progress and foster continuous improvement;
· Make progress towards rigorous college-and-career-ready standards and high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including limited English proficient students and students with disabilities; 

· Provide targeted, intensive support and effective interventions to turn around schools identified for corrective action and restructuring; and
· Improving results for all students, including early learning, extended learning time, use of technology, preparation for college and school modernization.
The ARRA also provides that, to the extent consistent with state law, an LEA may use Education Stabilization funds for modernization, renovation, or repair of public school facilities, including modernization, renovation, and repairs that are consistent with a recognized green building rating system. The district assures that, if it has used Education Stabilization funds for the these activities, the district has complied with specific requirements relating to the use of American iron, steel, and manufactured goods used in the project.  (See Section 1605 of the ARRA.) 
Note: Subject to the limited statutory prohibitions, section 14003(a) of the ARRA authorizes an LEA to use Education Stabilization funds for any activity that is authorized under the following federal education acts:
· The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA);

· The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA);
· The Adult and Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA); or

· The Carl B. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (Perkins Act).
        LEAs may use these funds to pay salaries to avoid layoffs of teachers & other school employees.
Prohibited Uses

Pursuant to Section 14003 of the ARRA, the district assures that it has not used Education Stabilization funds for:
· Payment of maintenance costs;

· Stadiums or other facilities primarily used for athletic contests or exhibitions or other events for which admission is charged to the general public;
· Purchase or upgrade of vehicles;

· Improvement of stand-alone facilities whose purpose is not the education of children, including central office administration, operations or logistical support facilities; or
· School modernization, renovation, or repair that is inconsistent with State law.

In addition, the district assures that no Stabilization funds (either Education Stabilization funds or Government Services funds) have been used to provide financial assistance to students to attend private elementary or secondary schools, unless the funds are used to provide special education and related services to children with disabilities as authorized by the IDEA (Section 14011 of the ARRA).

The district assures that it has not used these funds on other prohibited uses as noted in section 1604 of the ARRA – for example, for an aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool – that apply to the use of Stabilization funds.
The district assures it has not used the funds to restore or supplement a “rainy day” fund.

Transparency, Accountability, Reporting, and Other Obligations

The district assures it will (a) maintain records that separately track and account for its SFSF funds and (b) report on the specific uses of those funds.  
NOTE:  The U.S. Department of Education has not yet issued final guidance on the detailed reporting requirements for the use of SFSF funds but expects to in the near future. In addition, the federal Office of Management and Budget is expected to issue government-wide guidance on ARRA reporting requirements and procedures.
Resources

For more information on SFSF guidance, go to http://www.ed.gov/programs/statestabilization/guidance.pdf and http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/guidance/uses.doc. 
The U.S Department of Education will frequently post updated information about the SFSF on its web site at http://www.ed.gov
Application for Federal Funds

Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009

State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF)

	Applicant Information

	District Name
	     

	4 Digit Institution ID
	     

	Contact Information (Name/Email)
	     

	funding acceptance (Check One)

	Accept SFSF Grant                     FORMCHECKBOX 

	Refuse SFSF Grant                     FORMCHECKBOX 


	Certification

	Certify you have reviewed and agree to the following:
	Yes
	No

	Application Directions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	General Assurances
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Use of Funds
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Prohibited Uses
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Transparency, Accountability, Reporting, & Other Obligations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Statement of Certification
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	All cited statutes & regulations related to this application
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	STATEMENT:  (To be completed by Authorized Representative ONLY)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I certify that the above district will operate throughout the period of this grant award consistent with the requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and applicable federal and state statutes, regulations, rules, and these assurances.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I, the undersigned authorized official of the above agency, am designated to submit this application for SFSF grants under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
                                                                                        
  Authorized Representative (please print)                            Title


   Signature                                                                      Date


	ODE Use Only

	Approval Date:
	

	Grant Amount:
	

	Approved by:
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