Checklist for Districts/Consortiums considering lowering their bar 
based on 2009-2010 IDEA base and ARRA Grant Awards

1) Determine if you are qualified to reduce MOE: (Please note we are using terms LEA and district interchangeably in this section)
SEAs are required to make determinations annually about the performance of each LEA using the following categories:  Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.  Under 616(f) (34 CFR §300.608(a)), if in making its annual determinations, an SEA determines that an LEA is not meeting the requirements of Part B, including meeting targets in the state’s performance plan, the SEA must prohibit that LEA from reducing its MOE under IDEA section 613(a)(2)(C) for any fiscal year.  Therefore, an SEA must prohibit an LEA from taking advantage of the MOE reduction under IDEA section 613(a)(2)(C) if the LEA’s determination is Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention.  

Question: Did your district, or any district in your consortium (if a consortium), receive an annual determination of anything other than “Meets Requirements”?  If yes, your district/consortium is not eligible to lower its bar in 2009-2010. 

If your district, or all districts in your consortium, received a “Meets Requirements” status, please proceed to next question.   

2) An LEA that is required to use 15 percent of its IDEA Part B allocation on CEIS because the SEA identified the LEA as having significant disproportionality under 34 CFR §300.646, will not be able to reduce local MOE under IDEA section 613(a)(2)(C).

Was your district, or any district in your consortium (if you are a consortium), identified as being “significantly disproportionate?”  If so, you will not be able to reduce MOE during the 2009-2010 school year.  
If you have satisfied the conditions of steps 1 and 2, please proceed:
A.  Are you aware that if your district or consortium of districts chooses to lower their bar, this becomes public information under Section 618 federal reporting requirements for SEAs?  

If so, and you still want to proceed, go to B.
B. If your district reduces its MOE bar, it must spend the ‘freed-up’ local or, state and local, funds on activities that are authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965.  Is an authorized representative of your district prepared to sign an assurance that you will do so, and that you will provide a separate and clear accounting trail for auditors to ensure that you have complied with this provision of the law?  

If so, please proceed to C.
C. Did your district and ESD combined spend at least as much on Fund 100: AOR 320 expenditures in 2008-2009 as it did in 2007-2008?  

If so, what is the pre-audited or audited amount that was spent in 2008-2009? 
$______________________________
Please complete the worksheet below using the data from this spreadsheet:

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=894
1. Total estimated Part B: Section 611  IDEA base funds for 2009-2010:
____________
2. Total estimated Part B: Section 611  IDEA/ARRA  funds for 2009-2010:
____________

3. Sum of Lines 1 and 2:
____________

4. Total amount of Part B: Section 611 IDEA base funds for 2008-2009:
____________

5. Subtract line 4 from line 3.  Total amount of IDEA fund increase in 2009-2010:
____________

6. Multiply Line 5 by 50%. This is the maximum amount for lowering your MOE bar:
____________

7. You may use between 0 and 50%, of the amount on line 5. 
       What % do you choose to use?
____________

8. Multiply the percentage from line 7 times line 5 to determine the dollar amount:
____________

9. Subtract line 8 from the amount entered in Item C on pg. 1:
____________
Line 9 represents the amount you are requesting that your MOE bar be lowered to for 2008-2009 in order to maintain effort in 2009-2010.
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