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Oregon State Board of Nursing   ●   Nurse Practice Act

DIVISION 61
Standards for Training Programs
for Nursing Assistants and Medication Aides

Definitions
851-061-0020 

As used in these rules:
(1)

“Assisted Living Facility” means a facility that is licensed by the State of Oregon and as defined by the Oregon Department of Human Services. 
([1]2)
"Board-approved Curriculum" means content required in nursing assistant and medication aide training programs established by Board policy.

([2]3)
"Certified Medication Aide (CMA)" means a Certified Nursing Assistant who has had additional training in administration of noninjectable medication and holds a current unencumbered Oregon CMA certificate. 
([3]4)
"Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)" means a person who holds a current Oregon CNA certificate by meeting the requirements specified in these rules; whose name is listed on the CNA Registry; and who assists licensed nursing personnel in the provision of nursing care. The phrase Certified Nursing Assistant and the acronym CNA are generic and may refer to CNA 1, CNA 2 or all CNAs.

([4]5)
"Certified Nursing Assistant 1 (CNA 1)" means a person who holds a current Oregon CNA certificate and who assists licensed nursing personnel in the provision of nursing care.

([5]6)
"Certified Nursing Assistant 2 (CNA 2)" means a CNA 1 who has met requirements specified in these rules for one or more of the CNA 2 categories.
([6]7)
"Client" means the individual who is provided care by the CNA or CMA including a person who may be referred to as "patient" or "resident" in some settings.

([7]8)
"Clinical Instructor" means a registered nurse whose role is education of students in the skills laboratory or clinical site and who may participate in classroom teaching under the direction of the program director or primary instructor.

([8]9)
"Clinical Preceptor" means a licensed nurse who provides direct clinical supervision of students during their clinical experience under the direction of the program director or a primary instructor.  

([9]10)"Clinical Site" is a location or situation in which hands on experience with actual clients is obtained.

([10]11)
"CNA Registry" means the listing of Oregon Certified Nursing Assistants maintained by the Board.  

([11]12)"Competency evaluation" means the Board approved process for determining competency.

([12]13)"Criminal History Check" means the Oregon Criminal History Check and when required, a National Criminal History Check and/or a State-Specific Criminal History Check, and processes and procedures equivalent to the Department of Human Services (DHS) rules.

([13]14)"Direct supervision" means that the registered nurse, clinical nurse specialist, or nurse practitioner is physically present and accessible in the immediate client care area and is available to intervene if necessary.
([14]15)"Facility-Based Program" means an approved nursing assistant or medication aide training program in a licensed nursing facility.

([15]16)"Full-time" means at least 32 hours of regularly scheduled work each week.

([16]17)"Independent Training Program" means an approved nursing assistant or medication aide training program that is not a facility-based program.
([17]18) “Instructor-directed” means an on-line training that is managed, directed, and facilitated through interaction between learners and identified instructor(s). Learning activities may occur through either synchronous or asynchronous interaction between instructor and students and among students.
([18]19)"Level 1 training" is the minimum training required to prepare a graduate to take the state certification examination for CNA 1.

([19]20)"Level 2 training" is training available to a CNA 1 to prepare them for a role in one or more of the Board approved category areas.

([20]21)"Licensed Nursing Facility" means a licensed nursing home or a Medicare or Medicaid certified long term care facility.

([21] 22)"Medication Pass" means the time spent and the process of preparing and administering time scheduled medications to a group or groups of clients and documenting the medication administration.

([22]23)"Nursing Assistant" means a person who assists licensed nursing personnel in the provision of nursing care. ORS 678.440(4)
([23]24)“On-line program” means an interactive computer based [nursing assistant] training program that provides at least the equivalent of [51] the Board required classroom, [hours and at least 24] laboratory, [hours] and [75] clinical hours under the supervision of a Board approved instructor/preceptor.

([24]25)“On-line program provider” means a provider that has a proven track record of successfully providing professional development, training and educational programs in both classroom and on-line environments in Oregon, either directly or in partnership, in the previous 24 months of application, and meets all Board requirements.
([25]26)"Program" means a training program that prepares graduates for certification as a nursing assistant level 1, level 2, or medication aide.  The terms "nursing assistant program," or "medication aide program" as used in these rules, are synonymous with "Program."

([26]27)"Representative of the Board" means the Nursing Assistant Program Consultant or Board designee qualified to perform the necessary responsibilities.
(28)
“Residential Care Facility” means a facility that is licensed by the State of Oregon and as defined by the Oregon Department of Human Services.  
([27]29)“Self-directed” means an on-line program in which course materials, learning activities, communications, and assessment activities are delivered and completed electronically. Learners engage in and complete activities at their own pace.
([28]30)"Self-Evaluation" means a review of a basic nursing assistant or medication aide training program conducted by the program director using forms provided by the Board and submitted to the Board.

([29]31)"Site Visit" means that representative(s) of the Board go to the location of a program for specified purpose(s) which may include a survey for approval. 
([30]32)"Standards for Approval" means authoritative statements which set expectations for a program to achieve and maintain approval status. (OAR 851-061-0080 through 0130).

([31]33)"Survey Visit" means that representative(s) of the Board go to the location of a program to review the program for compliance with Standards for Approval, and to prepare a report and recommendation regarding approval status. 

([32]34)"Waiver of Prohibition" authorizes a program to be taught in but not by a facility that has had its approval denied or withdrawn pursuant to OAR 851-061-0050(2). 

Stat. Auth: ORS 678.440, 678.442, 678.444

Stats. Implemented: ORS 678.440, 678.442, 678.444

Inactive Status or Closure of a Program
851-061-0040

(1)

Voluntary Inactive Status. A training program may be granted temporary inactive status for up to two years:



(a)
The program director shall notify the Board in writing of the intended inactive date and the plan for allowing the currently enrolled students to complete the program.


(b)
The program shall be continued until the committed class schedule of currently enrolled students is completed.

(2)

Involuntary Inactive Status. A training program shall be placed on temporary inactive status for up to one year for the following reasons:

(a)

To allow an opportunity for the program to take corrective action; or

(b)

After a period of 12 months during which no classes were taught. 

(3)

Process to reinstate active status:



(a)

A training program may be reinstated [during the year on] subsequent to voluntary or involuntary inactive status by submitting satisfactory evidence that the program meets Board standards.  

(4)
Voluntary Closing. When a facility, institution or individual considers closing a nursing assistant training program, the program director shall:

(a)

Notify the Board in writing of the intended closing date and the plan for allowing the currently enrolled students to complete the program. 

(b)

Continue the program until the committed class schedule of currently enrolled students is completed.



(c)

Provide for the custody of the records:

(A) If the nursing assistant or medication aide training program closes but the educational institution or licensed health care agency continues 

to function, the institution shall assume responsibility for the records of the students and the graduates. The Board of Nursing shall be advised of the arrangements made to safeguard the records.

(B) If the facility-based or independent training program ceases to exist, the Board of Nursing shall be consulted about the maintenance of student records.

Stat. Auth: ORS 678.440, 678.444

Stats. Implemented: ORS 678.440, 678.444

Standards for Program Approval: Curriculum
851-061-0090

(1)
Board-approved curriculum shall be used in approved nursing assistant level 1 and medication aide training programs.

(2)
A nursing assistant level 1 training program shall consist of:


(a)
At least 150 hours of instruction divided into 75 hours of classroom instruction and 75 hours of supervised clinical experience;  


(b)
At least 24 hours of supervised classroom/laboratory instruction with return student demonstrations of learned skills to determine comprehension and competency, in addition to facility orientation, preceding the students' care of clients; and


(c)
At least 75 hours of supervised clinical experience in a hospital, licensed nursing, residential care, or assisted living facility that has a registered nurse on duty during all scheduled student clinical hours, [and] is in substantial compliance with all standards of licensure, and provides an opportunity for the student to perform the skills taught in the Board’s approved curriculum.
(3)
An on-line nursing assistant level 1 training program shall consist of:

(a)
At least the equivalent of 51 hours according to the nationally recognized standard of content to credit ratio;


(b)
At least 24 hours of supervised laboratory instruction provided no later than two weeks after the successful completion of the on-line portion of the curriculum. The laboratory portion of the program shall include return student demonstration of learned skills to determine comprehension and competency, in addition to facility orientation, preceding the students’ care of clients;

(c)
At least 75 hours of supervised clinical experience in a hospital, licensed nursing, residential care, or assisted living facility that has a registered nurse on duty during all scheduled student clinical hours, [and] is in substantial compliance with all standards of licensure, and provides an opportunity for the student to perform the skills taught in the Board’s approved curriculum;[.]


(d)
Ongoing technical support service(s) to sustain the electronically offered program including provisions for staffing, reliability, privacy, and security; and


(e)
Ongoing technical support service(s) for students on each required educational technology hardware, software, and delivery system.
(4)
A nursing assistant level 2 training program will have Board approved:


(a)
Standardized category curriculum that may vary in training hours from other Board approved standardized category curricula; and


(b)
Competency evaluation.
(5)
Medication aide training program classroom and clinical instruction hours:

(a)
A medication aide training program shall consist of at least 80 hours of instruction divided into at least 24 hours of classroom instruction and at least 24 hours of 1:1 supervised clinical experience. 


(b)
All clinical hours shall be completed at one site (licensed nursing facility, hospital, assisted living facility, or residential care facility).

(c)
All required clinical hours shall be in medication administration related activities.

(6)
Admission requirements for medication aide training programs shall be:


(a)
Current, unencumbered CNA 1 status on the Oregon CNA Registry maintained by the Board;

(b)
Documentation of graduation from an approved basic nursing assistant level 1 training program at least six months prior to enrollment in the medication aide training program; and


(c)
Documentation of at least six months full time experience as a nursing assistant level 1 or the equivalent in part time experience since graduation from a basic nursing assistant training program.
          (7)
An on-line nursing assistant level 2 or medication aide training program shall consist of:


(a)
At least the nationally recognized standard of content to credit ratio to meet the Board’s curriculum policy for the specific training program;


(b)
Supervised laboratory instruction provided no later than two weeks after the successful completion of the on-line portion of the curriculum. The laboratory portion of the program shall include return student demonstration of learned skills to determine comprehension and competency, in addition to facility orientation, preceding the students’ care of clients;

(c)
Supervised clinical experience in a hospital, licensed nursing, residential care, or assisted living facility that has a registered nurse on duty during all scheduled student clinical hours, is in substantial compliance with all standards of licensure, and provides an opportunity for the student to perform the skills taught in the Board’s approved curriculum;

(d)
Ongoing technical support service(s) to sustain the electronically offered program including provisions for staffing, reliability, privacy, and security; and


(e)
Ongoing technical support service(s) for students on each required educational technology hardware, software, and delivery system.
([7]8)
Classroom and clinical faculty/student ratios for nursing assistant level 1, level 2, and medication aide training programs:


(a)
Classroom: 


(A)
The ratio of students per instructor in the classroom shall be such that each trainee is provided with registered nurse assistance and supervision and be no more than 30 students per instructor for nursing assistant level 1 training programs, 20 students per instructor for medication aide training programs, and 32 students per instructor for CNA level 2 training programs.


(B)
The amount of students assigned per instructor with self-directed, on-line instruction shall be such that each trainee is provided with consultation and additional clarification by a Board approved instructor within 72 hours of a trainee’s inquiry.



(C)
The ratio of students per instructor with instructor-directed, on-line instruction shall be such that each trainee is provided with consultation and additional clarification by a Board approved instructor within 72 hours of a trainee’s inquiry, and the class size shall be no more than 20 students per instructor per on-line classroom.


(b)
Lab:  


The ratio of students per instructor in nursing assistant level 1, level 2, and medication aide training programs shall be no more than 10 students per instructor at all times during the lab experience.

(c)
Clinical:



(A)
The ratio of students per instructor in a nursing assistant level 1 training program shall be no more than 10 students per instructor at all times during the clinical experience. 


(B)
The ratio of students per instructor in a nursing assistant level 2 training program shall be no more than 8 students per instructor at all times during the clinical experience.
(C)
The ratio of students per instructor in a medication aide training program shall begin with a ratio of one clinical preceptor to one medication aide student during the first 24 hours of the clinical experience. Less intensive supervision (either more students per preceptor or less direct supervision by preceptor) may occur after the first 24 hours, with satisfactory evaluation and approval of the clinical preceptor and primary instructor.

([8]9)
Clinical experience and demonstration of competency for nursing assistant level 1 and medication aide training programs:


(a)
A clinical schedule shall be prepared for all students prior to the beginning of the clinical experience, and provided to the clinical facility director of nursing, the clinical instructor/preceptor, and the student. 


(b)
Student practice and demonstration of competency for nursing assistant level 1 and medication aide training programs:


(A)
Students may provide direct client care within their authorized duties under the supervision of an approved instructor.

(B)
Students shall be identified as students at all times while in the clinical area.

(C)
Students must not be counted as staff or utilized as staff during the hours that are scheduled for clinical experience.

(D)
Students may be on a unit, floor or wing of a facility only under direct supervision of a qualified instructor.

(E)
Students shall not be on a unit, floor, or wing without a CNA or licensed nurse.

(F)
Students shall provide care only to the level they have been taught and determined competent by the approved clinical instructor.

(c)
In addition, for medication aide training programs, the clinical experience shall consist of a minimum of 10 medication passes to a minimum of five residents/patients during the first 20 hours of supervised clinical experience;

([9]10)
Program completion:


(a)
Completion of a nursing assistant level 1 or medication aide training means that:



(A)
The student has successfully completed 100% of the required classroom and clinical hours and content in the curriculum; 


(B)
The student has successfully demonstrated the required skills on the laboratory and clinical skills checklist; 



(C)
The student has achieved a score of 75% or higher on the program's final examination;


(D)
The student has successfully completed the clinical portion of the program no later than four months following the last date of classroom instruction or within four months after the successful completion of the on-line portion of the program; and


(E)
In addition, for nursing assistant level 1 training programs, the student has successfully completed current, adult CPR certification in accordance with Board-approved curriculum.


(b)
Completion of a nursing assistant level 2 training means that:



(A)
The student has successfully completed 100% of the required classroom and clinical hours and content in the curriculum; and



(B)
The student has successfully completed the competency evaluation.

Stat. Auth: ORS 678.440, 678.444

Stats. Implemented: ORS 678.444

Interstate Programs

851-061-0130

(1)
Out-of-State Programs who seek to send student(s) for clinical experience in Oregon shall meet the requirements established in OAR 851-061-0090([7]8)([b]c) and 851-061-0090([8]9)(b).

(2)
Programs with faculty and facilities located in Oregon and approved by another state shall be required to obtain approval as a program in Oregon.

Stat. Auth:  ORS 678.440, 678.444

Stats. Implemented:  ORS 678.444
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