581-022-1130 
Diploma Requirements 

(1) Each district school board and public charter school with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award diplomas to all students who fulfill all state requirements as described in sections  (2) to (10) of this rule and all local school district requirements as described in district school board policies or all public charter school requirements as described in the policies or charter of the public charter school. 
(2) Unit of Credit Requirements for students graduating before July 1, 2009: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 22 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 3 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 2; 

(C) Science -- 2; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G)  Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second Language -- 1 (one unit shall be earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 22; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(3) Unit of Credit Requirements for students graduating on or after July 1, 2009 and before July 1, 2012: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 3; 

(C) Science -- 2; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second Language -- 1 (one unit shall be earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(4) Unit of Credit Requirements for students graduating on or after July 1, 2012: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 3; 

(C) Science -- 3; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal finance)); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second Language -- 3 (units shall be earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(5) Unit of Credit Requirements for students graduating on or after July 1, 2014: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics – 3 ( shall include one unit at the Algebra I level and two units that are at a level higher than Algebra I   );

(C) Science -- 3; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second Language -- 3 (units shall be earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(6) Each student shall demonstrate proficiency in essential skills adopted by the State Board of Education as provided in OAR 581-022-0615 ;  

((7) School districts shall develop a process that provides each student the opportunity to develop an education plan and build an education profile in grades 7 through 12 with adult guidance. The plan and profile shall be reviewed and updated periodically (at least annually) and be supported by a Comprehensive Guidance Program as defined in OAR 581-022-1510.
(8) Each student shall develop an education plan and build an education profile.
(a) Each student shall develop an education plan that:

(A)  Identifies personal and career interests;

(B) Identifies tentative educational and career goals and post high school next steps (i.e. college, workforce, military, apprenticeship, other);

(C) Sets goals to prepare for transitions to next steps identified in section (6)(b);

(D) Designs, monitors and adjusts a course of study that meets the interest and goals of the student as described in subsection (a) (A), (B) and (C) of this rule that includes but is not limited to:

(i) Appropriate coursework and learning experiences;

(ii) Identified career-related learning experiences; and

(iii) Identified extended application opportunities.

(b) Through the education profile each student shall:

(A) Monitor progress and achievement toward standards including:

(i) Content standards;

(ii) Essential skills;

(iii) Extended application standard; and

(iv) Other standards where appropriate (e.g. industry standards).

(B) Document other personal accomplishments determined by the student or school district.

(C) Review progress and achievement in subsection (b)(A) and (B) of this subsection at least annually.
 (9) Each student shall build a collection of evidence, or include evidence in existing collections(s), to demonstrate extended application (as defined in OAR 581-022-0102); 

 (10) Each student shall participate in career-related learning experiences outlined in the education plan (as defined in OAR  581-022-0102); 

(11) Notwithstanding sections (1) to (10) of this rule, each district school board or public charter school governing board with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award a modified diploma to those students who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards even with reasonable modifications and accommodations and who fulfill all requirements as described in OAR 581-022-1134.
(12) Notwithstanding sections (1) to (10) of this rule and as provided in OAR 581-022-1135, schools districts and public charter schools shall make an alternative certificate available to students as an alternative for students who do not obtain the regular diploma or modified diploma.

(13) Attendance Requirements: 

(a) Twelve school years shall be required beginning with grade 1, except when the school district adopts policies providing for early or delayed completion of all state and school district credit and performance requirements; 

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a student may satisfy the requirements of section (2) or (3) of this rule in less than four years.  If the school district or public charter school has the consent of the student’s parent or guardian, a school district or public charter school shall award a diploma to a student upon request from the student,  if the diploma is awarded: 
(A) Prior to July 1, 2009 and the student satisfies the requirements of section (2) of this rule.

(B) On or after July 1, 2009 and before July 1, 2012 and the student satisfies the requirements of section (3) of this rule.
(C) On or after July 1, 2012 and before July 1, 2014 and the student satisfies the requirements of section (4) of this rule. 

(D) On or after July 1, 2014 and the student satisfies the requirements of section (5) of this rule.

(c) If a school district or public charter school has the consent of a student’s parent or guardian, the school district or public charter school may advance the student to the next grade level if the student has satisfied the requirements for the student’s current grade level.

(d) The requirement for obtaining the consent of a student’s parent or guardian under subsections (b) and (c) of this section does not apply to a student who is:

(A) Emancipated pursuant to ORS 419B.550 to 419B.558; or

(B) 18 years of age or older.

 (e) The district school board may adopt policies for alternative learning experiences, such as credit by examination and credit for off-campus experiences; 

(f) With any modification of the attendance requirements for graduation, school district and public charter school staff shall consider age and maturity of students, access to alternative learning experiences, performance levels, school district or public charter school guidelines and the wishes of parents and guardians 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 326.051 and 329.451
Stats. Implemented: ORS 326.051, 329.451 & 339.280
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OAR 581- 022- 0615

Assessment of Essential Skills

(1) Definitions. As used in this rule:

a. “Assessment option” means an assessment approved to assess proficiency in the Essential Skills for the purpose of earning a high school diploma or a modified diploma.

b. “Essential Skills” means process skills that cross academic disciplines and are embedded in the content standards. The skills are not content specific and can be applied in a variety of courses, subjects, and settings.

c.  “Local performance assessment” means a standardized measure (e.g., activity, exercise, problem, or work sample scored using an official state scoring guide), embedded in the school districts’ and public charter schools’ curriculum that evaluates the application of students’ knowledge and skills.

d.  “Official state scoring guide” means an evaluation tool designed for scoring student work that includes specific, consistent assessment criteria for student performance and a 1-6 point scale to help rate student work. It is used by Oregon teachers to evaluate student work samples.

e. “Student-initiated test impropriety” means student conduct that:

  A. Is inconsistent with:

i. The Test Administration Manual; or 

ii. Accompanying guidelines; or

B. Results in a score that is invalid. 

f. “Work sample” means a representative sample of individual student work (e.g., research papers, statistical experiments, speaking presentations, theatrical performances, work experience) that may cover one or more content areas and therefore may be scored using one or more official state scoring guide(s). At the high school level, a work sample can be used to fulfill both the local performance assessment requirement and the Essential Skills requirement described in sections (2) and (3) of this rule.

(2) School districts and public charter schools that offer grades 3 through 8 or high school shall administer local performance assessments for students in grades 3 through 8 and at least once in high school.  For each skill area which has been phased in for local performance assessments, the assessments shall consist of: 

a. One work sample per grade scored using official state scoring guides; or

b. Comparable measures adopted by the district.

(3) School districts and public charter schools shall assess high school students’ proficiency in the Essential Skills using assessment options that are approved by the State Board of Education for the purpose of student eligibility for :
a. The high school diploma as established in OAR 581-022-1130; or
b. The modified diploma as established in OAR 581-022-1134. 

(4) Pursuant to ORS 339.115 and 339.505, school districts and public charter schools shall provide any eligible student with instruction in and multiple assessment opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills for the purpose of achieving the high school or modified diploma.

(5) To be eligible to receive a high school diploma or a modified diploma:

a. For students graduating on or after September 1, 2011 and prior to September 1, 2012, school districts and charter schools shall assess students’ proficiency in the Essential Skills listed in Section 15(b) of this rule. 

b. For students graduating on or after September 1, 2012, school district and public charter schools shall assess students’ proficiency in the Essential Skills for which the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) has adopted assessment options by March 1 of the student’s 8th grade year.

(6) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall establish an Assessment of Essential Skills Review Panel (AESRP) to make recommendations on:

a. The phasing in of Essential Skills for inclusion in the high school and modified diploma requirements;

b. Criteria for local assessment options;

c. The adoption of assessment options to measure students’ proficiency in the approved Essential Skills for the purpose of the high school or modified diploma; and

d. The achievement standards used to determine student eligibility for the high school or modified diploma.

(7) The AESRP shall work toward the goal of a system with a high degree of technical adequacy and equivalent vigor between assessment options as practicable. 

(8) The AESRP shall base its recommendations on evidence provided by:

a. School districts; 

b. Research organizations; and 

c. Other experts.

(9) The AESRP shall consist of assessment experts from:

a. School districts, including but not limited to:

A. Superintendents;

B. Principals;

C. Curriculum Directors;

D. Educators;

E. Special education educators; and

F. English Language Learners (ELL) educators;

b. Post-secondary education institutions; and

c. Business partners who have expertise in:

A. Assessment design;

B. Assessment administration; or

C. Use of assessments

(10) The State Board of Education shall make the determination to adopt the AESRP’s recommended criteria for local assessment options, assessment options, and achievement standards for the purpose of conferring high school diplomas and modified diplomas. The determination of the State Board of Education will be final and not subject to appeal.

(11) The ODE shall issue the State Board of Education’s intentions regarding the AESRP’s recommendations by December 15 of each year and formal notice of the State Board of Education’s final determination regarding the AESRP’s recommendations by March 1 of each year as an addendum to the Test Administration Manual, which the ODE shall issue by August 1 of each year. 

(12) School districts and public charter schools shall adhere to the requirements set forth in the Test Administration Manual to:

a. Administer;

b. Score;

c. Manage; and

d. Document the district and school assessments of students’ proficiency in the Essential Skills required to receive a high school diploma or modified diploma.

(13) School districts and public charter schools shall establish conduct and discipline policies addressing student-initiated test impropriety.

(14) School districts and public charter schools shall allow students to use assessment options and achievement standards adopted in a student’s ninth through twelfth grade years as follows:

a. Students may demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills using assessment options adopted in their ninth through twelfth grade years.

b. Students may use achievement standards adopted in their 9th through 12th grade years that are equal to or lower than the achievement standards approved as of March 1 of the students’ 8th grade year.

(15) The ODE shall publish the subset of Essential Skills assessment options and the associated performance levels which may be used by each of Oregon’s post-secondary institutions as defined by those institutions’ policies provided to the ODE by October 15 of each year.

(16) This rule is effective July 1, 2008. The guidelines that are effective on and after July 1, 2008 until otherwise changed through the process described in this rule are as follows:

a. Essential Skills include:

A. Read and comprehend a variety of text;

B. Write clearly and accurately;

C. Listen actively and speak clearly and coherently;

D. Apply mathematics in a variety of settings;

E. Think critically and analytically;

F. Use technology to learn, live, and work;

G. Demonstrate civic and community engagement; 

H. Demonstrate global literacy; and

I. Demonstrate personal management and teamwork skills.

b. Essential Skills for which the ODE has adopted assessment options:

A. Read and comprehend a variety of text;

B. Write clearly and accurately; 

C. Speak clearly and coherently; and

D. Apply mathematics in a variety of settings.

c. School districts and public charter schools shall include one or more local performance assessments for grades 3 through 8 and for high school for each of the following skill areas:

A. Writing;

B. Speaking;

C. Mathematical problem-solving; and

D. Scientific inquiry. 

d. School districts and public charter schools may include one social science analysis work sample that is administered in accordance with school district or public charter school policies as a local performance assessment for grades 3 through 8 and for high school.

e. For students on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan, if a student’s IEP Team determines that the nature of a student’s disability prevents the student from demonstrating proficiency in an Essential Skill using any of the approved assessment options listed in the Test Administration Manual, the student’s IEP Team may exempt the student from the requirement as listed in the Test Administration Manual and determine an appropriate replacement assessment option for the student to use that addresses the Essential Skill in a format that is consistent with:

A. The student’s instructional plan; and 

B. The state assessment criteria adopted by the State Board of Education.

Stat. Auth.: ORS 329.451,338.025, 339.115, and 339.505

Stats. Implemented: 329.045, 329.075, 329.451, 329.485 and 338.115

OAR 581-022-1134

Modified Diploma

(1) Definitions. As used in this rule:

(a) “Documented history” means evidence in the cumulative record and education plans of a student that demonstrates the inability over time to maintain grade level achievement even with appropriate modifications and accommodations.

(b) “Instructional barrier” means a significant physical, cognitive or emotional barrier that impairs a student’s ability to maintain grade level achievement.

(c) “Modified course” means a course that has been systematically changed or altered for a student only after reasonable alternative instructional strategies (e.g. accommodations, remediation) are exhausted.  

(2) Each district school board or public charter school governing board with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award a modified diploma to students who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards even with reasonable accommodations but who fulfill all state requirements as described in this rule and all applicable local school district requirements as described in district school board policies or public charter school requirements as described in school policies.

(3)  (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) or (c) of this section, a school district or public charter school shall grant eligibility for a modified diploma to a student who has:

(A) A documented history of an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers inherent in the student; or

(B) A documented history of a medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement.

(b) Students currently engaged in the use of illegal drugs are not eligible for a modified diploma if the significant learning and instructional barriers are due to the use of illegal drugs. 

(c) Students currently engaged in the illegal use of alcohol are not eligible for a modified diploma if the significant learning and instructional barriers are due to the alcohol abuse, regardless of whether that student is disabled under Section 504 on the basis of alcoholism.  

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b) and (c) of this section, a school district or public charter school may grant eligibility for a modified diploma to a student  who is no longer engaging in illegal use of drugs or alcohol if the student: 

(A) Has successfully completed a supervised drug or alcohol rehabilitation program and are no longer engaged in the illegal use of drugs or alcohol; or

(B) Has been rehabilitated successfully and is no longer engaged in the illegal use of drugs or alcohol; or

(C) Is participating in a supervised rehabilitation program and is no longer engaging in the illegal use of drugs or alcohol.

(4)(a)  A school district or public charter school shall determine which school teams shall decide if a student will work toward obtaining a regular diploma, modified diploma or alternative certificate.  A student’s school team must include a parent or guardian of the student. In the case of a student receiving special education and related services the resident school district of a public charter school student shall determine the school team for that student.  

(b) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, a student’s school team shall decide that a student should work toward a modified diploma no earlier than the end of the 6th grade and no later than 2 years before the student’s anticipated exit from high school.

 (c) School district and public charter schools shall notify students and their parents or guardians of the availability of the modified diploma in the fifth grade and shall ensure that parents or guardians are involved in the decision to pursue a modified diploma for a student. After students working toward a modified diploma complete the 8th grade modified diploma information shall be reviewed annually with the parent or guardian of a student. 

(d) A student’s school team may formally decide to revise a modified diploma decision.

(e) A student’s school team may decide that a student who was not previously working towards a modified diploma should work toward a modified diploma when a student is less than 2 years from anticipated exit from high school if the documented history of the student described in section (3) of this rule has changed.

(5) Unit of credit requirements for students graduating with a modified diploma: 

(a) To receive a modified diploma a student must earn 24 units of credit, between grade 9 and the end of their high school career with at least 12 of those credits to include:

English Language Arts—3;  

Mathematics—2;

Science—2;

Social Sciences (which may include history, civics, geography and economics (including personal finance)) —2;

Health Education —1;

Physical Education—1; and

Career Technical Education, The Arts or Second Languages (units may be earned in any one or a combination)—1.

(b) School districts and public charter schools shall be flexible in awarding the remaining 12 units of credit. These credits must be awarded to meet the needs of the individual student as specified in the education plan of the student with the expectations and standards aligned to the appropriate grade level academic content standards. These credits may include:

(A) Additional core credits described in paragraph (a) of this section;

(B) Professional technical education;

(C) Electives; and

(D) Career development.

(c) Students may earn units of credit through regular education with or without accommodations or modifications and through modified courses.

(d) Students shall have the option to earn credit for demonstrating proficiency. A student may be given credit for successful demonstration of knowledge and skills that meets or exceeds defined levels of performance. Students may demonstrate proficiency through classroom work or documentation of learning experiences outside of school, or through a combination of these means. 

(e) Students shall have access to literacy instruction until the completion of school.

(f) School districts and public charter schools shall ensure that students have access to needed courses, modifications and supports to pursue a modified diploma and to progress in the general education curriculum.

(g) A school district or public charter school may not require a student to earn more than 24 units of credit to receive a modified diploma.

(6) A school district or public charter school shall grant credit toward a modified diploma only for courses that contain substantial academic content. A school district or public charter school shall grant credit for a modified diploma through a continuum of instruction beginning at basic skills and progressing through high level skills. 

(7) A school district or public charter school shall award a regular diploma under OAR 581-022-1130 if all requirements for a regular diploma are met.  Completion of one or more modified courses shall not prohibit a student from earning a regular diploma.  

(8) A school district or public charter school shall grant credit toward a modified diploma according to individual student needs across academic content areas including applied, consumer, academic, or knowledge and skill development.

(9) Each student shall develop an education plan and build an education profile as provided under OAR 581-022-1130.

(10) A school district or public charter school shall inform the student and parent or guardian of the student if the courses in grades 9-12 have been modified for an individual student.  

(11) A school district or public charter school shall provide transcripts which clearly identify modified courses that do not count toward the regular diploma but that do count toward a modified diploma.

(12) Each student shall build a collection of evidence, or include evidence in existing collections, to demonstrate extended application of the standards as defined in OAR 581-022-0102; 

 (13) Each student receiving a modified diploma shall have the option of participating in the high school graduation ceremony with the members of their class receiving a regular high school diploma.

(14)(a)  The requirements of this rule for a modified diploma apply to all students who enter 9th grade on or after July 1, 2009.

(b) If a student enters 9th grade prior to July 1, 2009, the student’s team shall decide whether the student must meet the requirements of this rule to receive a modified diploma. A school district or public charter school may award a student who enters 9th grade prior to July 1, 2009 a modified diploma if the student meets the requirements for a modified diploma specified by the district or school and the student’s team. 

Stat. Authority: ORS 329.451

Stats. Implemented: ORS 329.451

OAR 581-022-1135

Alternative Certificate 

(1) Schools districts and public charter schools shall make an alternative certificate available to students as an alternative for students who do not obtain the regular diploma or modified diploma.

(2) Each district school board or public charter school governing board with jurisdiction over high school programs shall define criteria for an alternative certificate and shall award an alternative certificate to those students who have met the criteria requirements as described in district school board policies.

(3) Each student receiving an alternative certificate shall have the option of participating in a high school graduation ceremony with the members of their class receiving a regular high school diploma.

Stat. Authority: ORS 329.451

Stats. Implemented: ORS 329.451
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