Oregon Statistics
(Current as of 12/14/11)
One in ten Oregon women ages 20-55 report that they experienced physical and/or sexual assault by an intimate partner in the last five years.
 Some recent estimates put that number at one in eight, and even that has been cited as low. In 2009 alone, Oregon domestic and sexual violence programs received 165,991 calls related to domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, and other issues.
 Each year, the state of Oregon provides service to more than 6,000 families who are trying to escape domestic violence and spends nearly 35 million dollars for direct medical and mental health care due to domestic violence.

On September 15, 2010 the National Network to End Domestic Violence held a 24-hour “Census of Domestic Violence Shelters and Services.” In OREGON, 1,993 VICTIMS were served in one day (44 of 46 local Oregon domestic violence program in Oregon participated).
 652 hotline calls were answered on that day (that is more than 27 calls per hour). Alarmingly, there were 298 UNMET requests for services (and of those, 215 were from victims seeking EMERGENCY shelter or transitional housing.) 

The need is increasing: 93% of programs reported higher demand for services, while 89% of programs reported a decrease in funding. 
 Mid-Valley Women’s Crisis Service (in Salem) reported a 40% increase in calls for information into their crisis center (from 10,000 to 14,000/year). 
 

Fatalities Increasing: Since 2009, there have been 148 DV-related deaths in Oregon (2009: 47—30 victims/17 perpetrators; 2010: 71—51 victims/20 perpetrators; and 2011: 30—23 victims/7 perpetrators). The vast majority of these victims were killed as a result of Intimate Partner violence. 
The overwhelming majority of all domestic violence victims, fatal and non-fatal, are women. 
. Children too are affected; in Oregon, 33 % of intimate partner physical assaults are witnessed by Children. 

Domestic violence and sexual assault crimes make up 1/3 or more of all violent crime in Oregon. 

The costs of domestic and sexual violence injuries in Oregon exceed $50 million dollars a year. As noted previously, nearly $35 million of these costs are for direct medical and mental health care services. Approximately $9.3 million of these costs are from victims’ lost productivity from paid work, and $10.7 million of these costs are lifetime earnings lost by victims who are killed. 



One in five teens in a serious relationship reports having been hit, slapped, or pushed by a partner. 14% of teens report their boyfriend or girlfriend threatened to harm them or themselves to avoid a breakup. Many studies indicate that as a dating relationship becomes more serious, the potential for and nature of violent behavior also escalates.

Recent Progress: Strangulation Bill (HB2940): 

Until recently, Strangulation (ORS 163.167) was a misdemeanor in Oregon. However, the act and crime of Strangulation is a clear indication of possible lethality in Domestic Violence incidents. In a study of 57 women who were killed by a male partner during 1995-1996 in Chicago, 53% of the victims had experienced strangulation in the preceding year and 18% of the victims had been killed by strangulation
. In yet another study of women victims it was found that 45% of the attempted homicide victims and 43% of the homicide victims had been strangled in the past year by their male partner, as compared to 10% of the victims who were abused but were neither a homicide or attempted homicide.
  
Update: HB 2940 passed. It is effective January 1, 2012 
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