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Introduction

The E-Rate Central News for the Week is prepared by E-Rate Central.  E-Rate Central specializes in providing consulting, compliance, and form processing services to E-rate applicants.  Additional E-rate information is located on the E‑Rate Central Web site.  To learn more about our services, please contact us by phone (516-801-7804) or through our Contact Us Web form.  

Funding Status

Wave 3 for FY 2011 will be released on Wednesday, July 6th.  Cumulative funding for FY 2011 is currently $455 million.  Only Priority 1 applications are being funded at this time.

Wave 56 for FY 2010 will be released on Thursday, July 7th.  Cumulative funding for FY 2010 is $2.57 billion.  Priority 2 funding is still being awarded at 81% and above, and denied at 79% and below.  The status of Priority 2 funding at 80% is pending an FCC decision.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders

Online Form 470 Update:

The SLD’s online Form 470 system has been updated so that the “Select Funding Year” field defaults to FY 2012.

Student Eligibility Survey Letter Updated:

E-Rate Central’s sample family income survey letter has been updated to reflect NSLP income guidelines for 2011-2012.  A Spanish version of the survey letter is also available.

Draft ESL for FY 2012:

Last week, the FCC released a draft of the Eligible Services List (“ESL”) for FY 2012 for public comment.  The FCC’s Public Notice was accompanied by a tracked copy of the draft ESL that had so many clarifying wording changes that it was difficult to read.  A clean version of the FY 2012 draft ESL is now available.

Red Light Rule Webinar:

USAC held two Webinars last week on “Understanding the Red Light Rule.”  Any entity (or any entities sharing the same Tax Identification Number (“TIN”)) participating in universal service programs — including E-rate applicants and service providers — can be considered in "Red Light" status when that entity's FCC account becomes delinquent.  The two most important Webinar slides for E-rate applicants include the following bullet points:

· When an applicant has a Red Light due to an outstanding debt of any type, pending applications and appeals for all fund years cannot be committed.

· Applicants who do not resolve the Red Light within 30 days have their pending applications and appeals for support denied.

· Funding is NOT restored when the debt is paid after 30 days.
· If a service provider has a Red Light due to an outstanding debt of any type, USF program support will not be disbursed.

· If an applicant has a Red Light, applicants BEARs will be held but service provider SPIs will be paid.

SLD Fall Training:

The schedule for the SLD’s annual applicant workshops is shown below.  Registration for these workshops has been open since May, and four are currently available only on a waiting list basis.  Many state-sponsored E-rate workshops are also typically available each fall.

	City
	Date

	Washington, DC*
	September 26

	Newark, NJ*
	October 6

	Minneapolis, MN
	October 10

	Portland, OR
	October 13

	St. Louis, MO
	October 18

	New Orleans, LA*
	October 27

	Los Angeles, CA*
	November 1

	Orlando, FL
	November 8


· Waiting list only

Schools and Libraries News Brief dated July 1 – Electronic Access for Service Providers

The SLD’s News Brief for July 1, 2011, reminds service providers that many of their E‑rate tasks can be accomplished online.  Topics covered include:

· Access to login information

· Revising Form 498 online

· Electronic banking information

· Electronic notifications and/or invoicing

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or state education departments.  
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]






© 2011 E-Rate Central

   Page 1 of  3
© 2011 E-Rate Central

   Page 2 of  3

