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Introduction

The E-Rate Central News for the Week is prepared by E-Rate Central.  E-Rate Central specializes in providing consulting, compliance, and form processing services to E-rate applicants.  Additional E-rate information is located on the E‑Rate Central Web site.  To learn more about our services, please contact us by phone (516-801-7804) or through our Contact Us Web form.  

Funding Status

REMINDER: The FY 2012 Form 471 application filing window will close at 11:59 pm EDT on Tuesday, March 20, 2012.  For tips on completing timely and accurate Form 471 applications, please review the SLD’s reminders, together with our added comments, summarized in the SLD’s latest News Brief discussed below.

Wave 39 for FY 2011 will be released on Tuesday, March 20th, for $42.5 million.  Cumulative funding for FY 2011 is $1.97 billion.  Priority 2 funding for FY 2011 is currently being provided only at the 90% level and is being denied at 79% and below.

Wave 90 for FY 2010 will be released on Wednesday, March 21st, for $2.2 million.  Cumulative funding for FY 2010 is $3.03 billion.  Priority 2 funding is being provided at all discount levels.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders


Last Week’s FCC Appeal Decisions:

The flow of FCC appeal decisions continued last week with the release of three more decisions affecting 24 applicants.  Two decisions (DA 12-369 and DA 12-370), each involving five applicants, resulted in denials of discount percentage appeals as a result of either insufficient documentation or improper rural designations.  The third decision (DA 12-403), denying seventeen appeals covering fourteen applicants, dealt with the involvement of one service provider in the preparation of Form 470s for FYs 2001-2004.

Extended CSB Hours:

As it has done in past years, the SLD has extended the days and hours of operation of its Client Service Bureau during the final days of the Form 471 application window.  Help line services (Tel: 888-203-8100 — Fax: 888-276-8736 — E-mail: Submit a Question) are available on the following schedule:

	DATE
	OPEN
	CLOSE

	Saturday, March 17
	9:00 am EDT
	6:00 pm EDT

	Sunday, March 18
	9:00 am EDT
	6:00 pm EDT

	Monday, March 19
	8:00 am EDT
	11:00 pm EDT

	Tuesday, March 20
	8:00 am EDT
	12:30 am EDT (March 21)


Another Debarment:

The FCC formally debarred Dennis Bruno from participating in the E-rate program for three years.  Mr. Bruno had previously been suspended from the program after pleading guilty to misappropriating almost $50,000 in federal education funds while serving as the superintendent of a Pennsylvania school district.  He had also admitted in a plea agreement to conspiring with others to fraudulently obtain over $400,000 in E-rate funds.

Schools and Libraries News Brief Dated March 16 – Window Filing Reminders

Last week’s SLD News Brief for March 16, 2012, summarizes a number of tips and reminders which have been oft-discussed over the past few weeks, but which bear repeating in light of Tuesday’s Form 471 filing deadline.  Here is a list of the more important reminders, combined with a few tips of our own:

1. Reminder: The filing window closes at 11:59 p.m. eastern daylight time — earlier for those in other time zones.

2. Warning: The SLD’s online filing system tends to become overloaded in the final hours of the window.  File as early as possible.  If you encounter system problems:

a. Make sure you are using the Windows Explorer browser.  Most reports of problems we’ve seen involve other browsers (particularly Firefox).

b. Document the problem with screen shots and by calling the Client Service Bureau (888-203-8100) to report the problem (make special note of the assigned case number).  The CSB helpline (with extended hours as noted above) also gets busy late in the window.  Hint: You can save a few seconds by pushing “0” as soon as the line is answered to avoid the introductory announcement.

3. Warning: Problems have been reported by applicants attempting to certify a Form 471 with a newly assigned PIN including the character sequence “&#.”  If you encounter an electronic certification problem, you should print out the certification, sign and date it, and mail it to the SLD.

4. Hint: Just in case mailing any form, attachment, or certification is needed, it pays to note the locations and closing times of the nearest post offices or express mail sites.  It is worth paying extra to be able to document that the mailing was made before the deadline.

5. Reminders: Online Form 471s require entity numbers for all sites listed on the Block 4s and an FCC Registration Number (“FCCRN”) for the billed entity.  Entity numbers can be obtained from the CSB.  The FCCRN must be obtained online through the FCC’s CORES System.  Hints: (a) be prepared to provide the entity’s federal tax number (“EIN”), and (b) make sure to record the required password and security question/answer for future editing purposes.

6. Reminder: Don’t put funding requests for Priority 1 and Priority 2 services on the same application.  Priority 2 requests are generally funded later in the review cycle and can hold up funding of Priority 1 services.

7. Reminder: When completing Block 5 funding requests, pay particular attention to the Allowable Vendor Selection/Contract Date and the actual Contract Award Date.  The latter cannot be earlier than the former.  Warning: A contract awarded more than a year after the allowable date associated with the cited Form 470 is a red flag.

8. Reminder: When filing Form 471 applications online, remember to push the “Submit” button.  The same advice applies to filing Item 21 attachments online.

9. Reminder: Item 25d of the Form 471 certifications requires a budget amount for technology services over and beyond the non-discounted share of the E-rate funding requested.  The budget should cover ineligible E-rate services such as computers, software, professional development training, etc. — all necessary to make effective use of discounted E-rate services.  The online system will accept $0 in this field, but an amount will ultimately be required (which may slow application review).  Hint: A reasonable estimate is fine, but may ultimately have to be supported during a special compliance review or audit.

We wish all applicants a successful FY 2012 application cycle.  Remember that the deadline this year is also the first day of spring — life becomes more pleasant thereafter.

Funding
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E‑rate practices and regulations.  Such information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or state education departments.  
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