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E-Rate Central News for the Week of May 19, 2014
· Funding Status 

· E-Rate Updates and Reminders 

· Schools and Libraries News Brief Dated May 16 – Forms 486 and 479 (Consortium)

Funding Status

For FY 2014, USAC will release Wave 2 Funding Commitment Decision Letters (FCDLs) on Wednesday, May 21st. This wave includes commitments for approved Priority 1 (Telecommunications Services and Internet Access) requests at all discount levels. As of May 16, FY 2014 commitments totaled over $699 million.

For FY 2013, USAC will release Wave 52 FCDLs on Thursday, May 22nd. This wave includes commitments for approved Priority 1 requests at all discount levels. As of May 16, FY 2013 commitments totaled just over $2.07 billion.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders

Form 486 Certifications:

Applicants who will be filing the Form 486 must certify their compliance with two E-rate program requirements. The first, for those applying for Priority 2 equipment and services,  is having an approved technology plan.  The form asks the name, or names in the case of consortia, of the technology plan approver(s).  The technology plan must satisfy the basic requirements set by the E-rate program.  Additional information on technology plan requirements, and suggestions for developing the four required plan components, can be found in E-Rate Central’s Tech Plan Primer.

The second certification is for compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), which requires schools and libraries receiving discounts on Internet Access, Internal Connections, and/or Basic Maintenance services to certify that they are enforcing a policy of Internet safety that includes measures to block or filter Internet access for both minors and adults to certain visual depictions.  As of FY 2012, the certification has been expanded to include providing training to students about appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms, and cyber bullying awareness and response. 

For consortia, the lead member is responsible for ensuring that necessary certifications are made and for responding to USAC inquiries on behalf of the consortium members.  The consortium leader must collect from each consortium member a signed FCC Form 479, Certification by Administrative Authority to Billed Entity of Compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act, to establish that member’s status under CIPA.  After all FCC Forms 479 have been collected, the consortium leader can complete the Form 486.  The Form 479 is not required if the consortium requested funding only for telecommunications services.  The consortium leader does not submit FCC Forms 479 to USAC, but must retain them for its records for a period of five years after the last day of service delivered for a particular year.  This form may be requested during an audit or other review process.
Schools and Libraries News Brief Dated May 16 – Forms 486 and 479 (Consortium)

The SLD News Brief for May 16, 2014 reminds applicants who have received an FCDL with approved funding for FY 2014, that the Form 486 may be filed early if the applicant can confirm that the ordered services will start in July, i.e. on or before July 31st.  The Form 486 notifies USAC when service begins, certifies that there is an approved technology plan for Priority 2 services, and certifies the status of compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). The Form 486 may be filed online, or on paper.  Applicants choosing the second filing option may find it easier to use the type-in PDF version of the Form 486 in E-Rate Central’s “Forms Rack”. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E‑rate practices and regulations.  Such information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or state education departments.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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