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Funding Status

Wave 23 for FY 2015 will be released on Thursday, October 29th.  Funding for FY 2015 is available for both Category 1 and Category 2 services at all discount levels.  As of Wave 22, cumulative funding for FY 2015 was over $2.39 billion.

Updates on USAC’s E-Rate Productivity Center

USAC issued a Special Edition News Brief on October 20, 2015, outlining a number of enhancements to the EPC portal.  The most important changes are reviewed below.

New Full and Partial Rights Capabilities:
Applicant EPC users with full or partial rights can now manage an important subset of organizational data — addresses, entity attributes, and student data (for schools and districts) — that previously could be updated only by the Account Administrator.  The inability to make these changes had been a major stumbling block for day-to-day E-rate personnel, including applicant consultants.  Other EPC account features, such as managing (or even seeing) the list of users, remain under the sole purview of the Account Administrator.  Users with view-only rights have no account management capabilities.

View-Only Rights for State E-rate Coordinators:

USAC has given State E-rate Coordinators view-only access to EPC account information for public schools (including charter schools) and libraries within their respective states.  State coordinators were notified of this change last week, but need to establish passwords before they can view state applicant accounts.  At that point, the coordinators’ names will appear in the EPC account user lists.

View-only access is designed to permit the coordinators to assist their schools and libraries with the basic aspects of the EPC system.  Note that view-only rights are limited.  View-only does not mean view-everything.  Perhaps most importantly, for those applicants seeking assistance from a state coordinator, view-only users cannot see forms being drafted.  E-rate forms become available to view-only users after they have been submitted.  An applicant needing more help can individually upgrade a state coordinator’s EPC rights to full or partial.

USAC is not providing EPC access to state coordinators for non-public school EPC accounts.  If an individual private school seeks state coordination assistance within EPC, it may proactively add a coordinator as an account user.

Form 470 Display and Tracking:
The EPC display view of a completed Form 470 has been upgraded to show the Allowable Contract Date (“ACD”) — the end of the minimum 28-day waiting period after the Form 470 has been submitted and posted.  ACDs will show on all Form 470s filed after October 9th, and will also show on the associated PDF versions.

Users can keep track of information subsequently uploaded to a specific Form 470, such as an RFP amendment or Q&A, by clicking the “Follow” button on the Form 470 display.
Form 470s displayed outside of EPC, using the View an FCC Form 470 (FY2016) search tool, still do not show ACDs, but at least show the Form 470 posting dates (from which the ACDs can be calculated).  The non-EPC bulk Download 470 Information tool for FY 2016 shows neither the posting dates nor the ACDs.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders

Upcoming E-Rate Training and Deadlines:

October 28th
Invoicing deadline for FY 2014 recurring services.  Applicants filing Form 472 reimbursement forms must allow time for these “BEARs” to be pre-acknowledged by the applicable service providers before the forms can actually be submitted.  Requests to extend this invoicing deadline must be submitted on or before the October 28th deadline.

October 29th 
USAC will conduct the fifth of this fall’s eight regional applicant training sessions in New Orleans.  Registration for this session is closed.  The three remaining training sessions are shown on the USAC training schedule.

October 29th
First Form 486 deadline for certifying the start of service (and CIPA compliance, if applicable) for FRNs approved for FY 2015 on or before July 1, 2015 (i.e., in Waves 1-6).  On a going forward basis, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the later of the FCDL approval date or the start of service date, whichever is later.
Schools and Libraries News Brief Dated October 23 – USAC Website Updates

The S&L News Brief of October 23, 2015, notes that USAC’s E-rate website, including the Reference Area, has recently been largely updated to reflect program changes adopted in the FCC’s 2014 E-rate 2.0 modernization orders.

Last week’s News Brief also points to the FY 2014 invoicing and FY 2015 Form 486 deadlines discussed above.
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