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August 29	FY 2017 Form 486 deadline for funding committed in Wave 52.  Other upcoming Form 486 deadlines include:
	Wave 53 	(NA – wave canceled)
	Wave 54	09/10/2018
	Wave 55	09/12/2018
Applicants missing these (or earlier) deadlines should watch carefully for “Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters” in EPC.  The Reminders will afford applicants with 15-day extensions to submit their Form 486s without penalty.
The first Form 486 deadline for FY 2018 is not until October 29, 2018.
August 22	USAC webinar on Understanding Competitive Bidding.
August 29	Deadline to submit comments on the FCC’s Proposed Eligible Services List for FY 2019 (DA 18-789).  Reply comments are due September 13th.
September 7	Last day of the PIA summer deferral period.  Application reviews placed on hold during this period will be reactivated.
September 10	Deadline to submit comments on the Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service proposal for the implementation of its $600 million pilot broadband program (e-Connectivity Pilot).  Coincidentally, this is the same deadline for the submission of comments on the FCC’s $100 million pilot broadband telehealth program (FCC 18-112).  Neither pilot program is directly related to E-rate, but both are designed to promote broadband in rural areas.
[bookmark: _Hlk514143783][bookmark: _Hlk514143203]
[bookmark: _Hlk514143523]USAC News Brief Dated August 17 – Federal Debt and Returning Funds

USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of August 17, 2018, discusses two funding process topics, both partially related to the change made earlier this year to process E-rate payments through the U.S. Treasury rather than through commercial banks.  Both situations addressed in the News Brief are fortunately not common but are important to understand if they do occur.


How Debt to the Federal Government Affects E-Rate Participants:

E-rate applicants and service providers owing money to the federal government may find that their E-rate invoices will be affected.  How this occurs depends upon the nature of the federal debt.  In particular:

1. Generally, if an applicant or service provider is delinquent on an E-rate debt, perhaps as a result of a Recovery of Improperly Disbursed Funds (“RIDF”), or is in Red Light status, USAC will simply withhold any disbursements until the debt is settled.
1. In the special case of E-rate service providers who are also USF contributors, but are delinquent on those USF payments, USAC will net out any delinquent payments against pending invoices.
1. Invoices approved by USAC are paid by the U.S. Treasury.  If any outstanding debt is owed to other federal governmental agencies, however, the U.S. Treasury will withhold such debt from the payment.  Should this occur, E-rate applicants may get conflicting signals — notices of successful payments from USAC, followed by notices of offsetting debt payments from the U.S. Treasury.

Most E-rate applicants are familiar with USAC payment letters, but few — fortunately — have seen the “What Happened to My Payment?” letters from the U.S. Treasury.  If only for curiosity sake, a redacted example of such a letter follows this article.

Reminders on Returning Funds to USAC:

If funds need to be returned to USAC, payments must be made electronically to the U.S. Treasury.  As examples of common situations in which a return of funds are required, the News Brief cites funds received in error or — in somewhat unfamiliar language — “a discrepancy between your projected support amount and the actual support disbursed.”  As best we can determine, this language comes from the return of funds instructions for other Universal Service Fund (“USF”) programs.  For E-rate purposes, better examples are contained in the Returning Funds to USAC section of USAC’s Schools & Libraries website.

To actually make a return of funds payment, go to the Payments section, choose the right USF program (see below), and follow the instructions.

	





Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E‑rate practices and regulations.  Such information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or state education departments.

For further information on E-rate, follow E-rate Central on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn.  
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Make a payment

Return program funding or make a contributor payment if you have an inactive
Filer ID using this form.

Note: If you're a contributor with an active E-File account, make a payment from your
account

What would you like to do?

) Make a universal service Fund Payment (Contribution)
. Return program funding

Which program do you want to return funding to?

Lifeline

Rural Health Care (COMAD or Voluntary Return Funds)
. Schools and Libraries (COMAD or Voluntary Return Funds)
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‘What Happened to My Payment?

‘The U.S, Department of the Treasry, Bureau of the Fiscal Service (Fiscal Service), appied all
or part of your payment o dolinauent debl that you owe. Ths action is authorzed by federal
faw. Bolow s your payment nformation:

Payment From: Federal Communications Commission

fayeo Name Payment Dat

Original Paymant Payment Type: EFT
Who Dol Owe?

We spplied your payment o debt thatyou owe 10 the following agency:

Dalt Maragemant Servisng Cerler TOP Trace Number:

BUREAU OF THE FISCAL SERVIGE “hcconts:

DMISC - BIRMINGHAM OFFICE Applodto This Dob: —$9405.59

P10 BOX 0794 "Type of Debi: Non-Tax Fedoral Debt

BIAMINGHAM AL 352630704

8888265127

Ploase soe addtional pages for other debis, fany.
What Shoud 1 Do Now?

1 you agreo that you owo the deb, you do not need to do anything. Your debi balance has boan
reduced. 1 you bollove That your payment was applied in oror, you would ke 0 resoive your
dabl or you have questions about your debi o outstanding balance, contact the agency listed
under Who Do | Owe. Please have this nfice avaiable when you contact the agency.

Qnly anagercy stedurder Who Dol Owehasrermaton abou your det. Beforesendng 2
deb 1o Fscal Service, an agency must send notce 0 you at the address in i records. The notice
‘explains the amount and type of debl you owe, the righis avallas fo you. and the agency's
Intentin to colect the debi by appying elighi federal payments mado (0 You.

For questions about your dob, pleass call e agency listed under Who Do | Owe. f you have

questons about the Treasury Ofiset Program, pleasa visi our websio at
o e ey O TOP o cal 18803043107
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