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Funding Status – FY 2018 and FY 2019

FY 2018:

USAC issued Wave 29 on Thursday, October 25th.  Cumulative funding as of Wave 29 is $1.86 billion.

FY 2019:

The FY 2019 administrative window is open and will remain open until roughly January 7th at which point EPC entity profiles will be locked for the duration of the Form 471 application window (estimated to be January 10th – March 20th).  USAC will be conducting a webinar on Updating Applicant Profiles on November 20th.
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[bookmark: _Hlk525483677][bookmark: _Hlk500510421]Updates on USAC’s E-Rate Productivity Center and Legacy System

IDERs and Inter-System Synchronization:

[bookmark: _Hlk526435548]Given the importance of today’s invoice deadline for FY 2017 recurring services, it’s appropriate to remind users of the interrelationships between the various USAC IT systems.  User entries in one system do not necessarily carry-over, at least not immediately, into other systems.

Applicants who have recently submitted Invoice Deadline Extension Requests (“IDERs”) using the new EPC tool, for example, have been reporting two to three day delays before the extended deadlines are reported in the FRN Status Tool (“FST”).  Because the FST provides the most comprehensive source of FRN data for FY 2016 and forward, delays in database synchronization at or around critical deadlines can be at best disconcerting.

With respect to approved IDERs of the October 29th deadline, applicants should seek comfort in the email confirmations generated by USAC when extensions are requested and approved.  The following is an example of the critical portion of an IDER approval email:



Another tool which may be used to confirm IDERs is the FRN Extension Table.  Supposedly — and traditionally — this table has listed only those FRNs for which service delivery and/or invoice deadlines have been extended.  In the list of USAC Tools, for example, the FRN Extension table is listed as:



Currently the tool appears to be listing the service delivery and invoice deadlines for all FRNs in FY 2017 and FY 2018, not just the FRNs with extended deadlines.  When using the FRN Extension Table, therefore, it is important to check the actual “Last Allowable Date for an Invoice to be Submitted” (Col. 3) to confirm that an IDER has been approved.
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October 29	Invoice deadline for FY 2017 recurring services.  Note:  For applicants and service providers unable to submit invoices by this date, October 29th is also the deadline for filing 120-day Invoice Deadline Extension Requests (“IDERs”).
	Note:  The FCC has granted special invoice deadline relief (DA 18-1101) for schools and libraries in Florida and Georgia that are in areas affected by Hurricane Michael.  The action automatically extends the October 29th invoice deadline to February 26, 2019 (whether or not it was separately requested) and makes those applicants eligible to request another 120-day invoice deadline extension if necessary.
October 29	FY 2018 Form 486 deadline for funding committed in Waves 1–12 (all issued before July 1st).
Note:  Applicants missing any Form 486 deadline should watch carefully for “Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters” in EPC.  These Reminder Letters afford applicants 15-day extensions to submit their Form 486s without penalty.
November 1-2	Next in the series of USAC annual fall training workshops, this one to be held in Sacramento, CA.
November 13	The first of three special E-rate Tribal training workshops to be held by USAC will be held in Omaha, NE.  Dates for the next two (Farmington, NM, and Spokane, WA) have not yet been announced.
November 20	USAC webinar on Updating Applicant Profiles in EPC.

New “Homework Gap” Data:

FCC Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel highlighted a new study by the Pew Research Center indicating that nearly one-in-five teens can’t always finish their homework because they do not have home access to high-speed Internet access.  As shown below, Pew’s data indicates that this “homework gap” disproportionally affects lower-income black and Hispanic students.
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USAC News Brief Dated October 26 – USAC’s 4Q18 Webinars

USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of October 26, 2018, reminded applicants and service providers of its ongoing series of webinars.  For the current calendar quarter, this includes:
· Last week’s EPC 101 for Applicants, now available online.
· Updating Applicant Profiles in EPC scheduled for November 20th (noted above).
· Preparing for Funding Year 2019 scheduled for December 12th.

Last week’s News Brief also included:
· An announcement of the first of three Tribal training workshops (noted above).
· An FCC order granting invoice deadline relief for Hurricane Michael applicants (noted above).
· A notice to service providers using the E-File system that Internet Explorer version 10 will no longer be supported as of November 1st.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E‑rate practices and regulations.  Such information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official announcements and instructions provided by the SLD, FCC, or state education departments.

For further information on E-rate, follow E-rate Central on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn.  
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Many school-age children live in households without
high-speed internet
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