[image: image1.png]



Rep. Chris Edwards
State  Representative, District 14

Media Advisory

          







For More Information Contact:
September 2, 2008





         Tim Inman 541-607-9207

Legislative Workgroup on Autism Continues Statewide Tour 

EUGENE – State Representative Chris Edwards (D – Eugene/Junction City) and members of a legislative work group on Autism will host the final four community hearings of a statewide tour designed to receive feedback from individuals with autism, their families, and the professionals and advocates working with them. 

The next hearing on Tuesday, September 8, will be available via videoconference and will be accessible from numerous locations throughout the state including Pendleton, La Grande, Klamath Falls, Astoria, and Corvallis. The group will also hold hearings in Beaverton (Sept. 9), Coos Bay (Sept. 10) and Medford (Sept. 11). The tour began in Bend on Aug. 18, with subsequent stops in N. Portland (Aug. 19) and Eugene (Aug. 20). For complete details, see below.

"Our group worked hard to pull together initial information and preliminary recommendations that will improve service to individuals with autism, but it's the feedback we've been receiving from individuals in Bend, Portland, and Eugene, and the written comments sent in from Baker City, Corvallis, and other portions of the state, that are helping to inform our actions as we move forward," said Rep. Edwards. "Autism rates in this State exist at an epidemic proportion. It's time individuals, families, service professionals, advocates, and policymakers come together and get to work in a coordinated manner on behalf of those with autism."

The Oregon Autism Project was conceived last May when State Reps. Peter Buckley (D-Ashland) and Mitch Greenlick (D-Portland) asked Rep. Edwards (D – Eugene/Junction City), to lead a legislative work group looking into ways children and adults with autism spectrum disorder can be better served.   

Joining Edwards on the workgroup are representatives from the Oregon Department of Education and the Department of Human Services, the Oregon Developmental Disabilities Council, the Oregon Autism Alliance, as well as other legislative members including Reps. Peter Buckley, Sara Gelser (D – Corvallis), Linda Flores (R – Clackamas), Ron Maurer (R – Grants Pass), and Senator Alan Bates (D – Medford). A number of legislators either have family members with autism or have been educated by constituents with family members with autism.

Over the course of the last two months the group worked to assess current services, investigate other states’ best practices and begin the process of bringing the various components of autism services in the education and health sector together to provide a higher and more efficient standard of care. The group has compiled a draft report with preliminary findings and recommendations for the 2009 Legislature.

“Compiling the preliminary report was only the first step. Now it’s crucial that we receive input from the individuals most directly affected,” said Rep. Buckley.  “Once the report has been presented to a joint meeting of the Interim House Committees on Education and Healthcare in mid September, we hope to continue to build a broad base of community and legislative support for legislation in the 2009 session,” continued Buckley.  

To view a copy of the preliminary findings please visit the Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities website at www.ocdd.org.  Written comments can be sent to rep.chrisedwards@state.or.us.
Who: Rep. Chris Edwards, and members of the Oregon Autism Project

What: Statewide Autism Tour

When:  Time:  All meetings will be from 6:30-8:00 pm

Where:

Salem: 
Sept. 8th 

Videoconference
Broadcasting from:

Department of Education Public Services Bldg., Studio A
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, OR 97310
Broadcasting to:
Pendleton - Eastern Oregon Training Center
Staff Training & Development Wing. 

2525 Westgate, Pendleton, OR 97801

La Grande – DHS Office
1607 Gekeler Ave., 

La Grande, OR 97850
Klamath Falls - DHS Office
700 Klamath Falls Ave. Ste. 500

Klamath Falls, OR 97850
Astoria – DHS Office
450 Marine Dr. Ste 210 

Astoria, OR 97103
Corvallis – DHS Office
555 NW 5th St. 

Corvallis, OR 97330
Beaverton: 
Sept. 9th 
Providence St. Vincent Medical Center, South Auditorium

9205 SW Barnes Rd.

Portland, OR 97225

Coos Bay: 
Sept. 10th 

Coos Bay Public Library

525 Anderson Ave, Coos Bay, OR 97420

Medford: 
Sept. 11th 

Rogue Valley Medical Center, Smullin Center

2825 East Barnett Rd.

Medford, OR 97504

