September 10, 2008

Note: Please forward this recruitment letter to middle school principals who may be interested in this opportunity.

Dear Educator, 

In 2007 Oregon began development on an Alternate Assessment based on Modified Achievement Standards (AA-MAS). This assessment is sometimes referred to as the 2% assessment and is being developed, for a population of students who—in general terms: (a) have IEPs, (b) perform below students in the general assessment and, (c) are not students with the most significant cognitive disabilities (as assessed by the Extended Assessments). As part of development for this assessment, we now plan to conduct two field tests of Reading and Mathematics during the 2008-2009 school year. The first Field Test will be for 8th grade students only. 
Participating schools and classrooms will administer the assessments to students in classrooms comprised of both general and special education students during a brief Field Test window from October 20-31, 2008. This test contains secure items and will take about two hours of classroom time. To establish the validity of the test, we prefer that whole classrooms (including students both with and without IEPs) are involved; however, if sufficient school staff are available to administer the tests, students may participate as part of smaller groups.
Please forward this message to middle school principals, teachers, and other district staff who serve eighth grade students that may consider participating in this vital Field Test. Please be aware that without sufficient participation, Oregon may have to delay or discontinue development of this assessment.
To participate in the Fall 2008 AA-MAS Field Test, email Barbara Brown at Barbara.J.Brown@state.or.us and provide your: name, school name and address, phone number and experience with state assessment by Wednesday September, 17th 2008. An individual from the American Institutes for Research (AIR), our partner in test development, will contact you to follow-up.
For additional questions regarding this Field Test, please contact Dianna.Carrizales@state.or.us (503)947-5634 or Carol.Dyer@state.or.us or (503)947-5659.
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