


 581-037-0005 
Definitions 
1. Applicability: The following categories of assistants are not included in, or affected by, Division 37. 
a. Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education (EI/ECSE) educational assistants and paraprofessionals qualified pursuant to OAR 581-015-2900 (2) – (4);
b. Speech-Language Assistants qualified pursuant to OAR 335-095-0010
c. Sign language interpreters qualified under OAR 581-015-2035
d. Assistants in Oregon Head Start Pre-Kindergarten programs, qualified under PL 110-134 Improving HeadStart for School Readiness Act of 2007, Sec. 648A, unless the position is being funded by Title I; 
e. Nutrition assistants and paraprofessionals (no OARs /statutes specified)  

(2) As used in Division 37, an educational assistant and paraprofessional have the same meaning. These meanings apply to employees and contractors.
(3) The terms "teacher" and "educational assistant" refer to persons defined as such in ORS 342.120. . 
a. “Teacher” includes all licensed employees in the public schools or employed by an education service district who have direct responsibility for instruction, coordination of educational programs or supervision or evaluation of teachers and who are compensated for their services from public funds. “Teacher” does not include a school nurse as defined in ORS 342.455.
b. “Educational assistant” means a classified school employee who does not require a license to teach, who is employed by a school district or education service district and whose assignment consists of and is limited to assisting a licensed teacher in accordance with rules established by the State Board of Education. 
 (3) "Supervision" refers to responsibility for, and management of, the program staff 
(4) “Direct Supervision” - refers to the supervision of paraprofessionals and educational assistants working in an instructional support capacity.  To work under direct supervision means to perform work under the direction of teachers identified as highly qualified by the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission. These teachers must prepare the lessons, plan the instructional support activities and evaluate the achievement of the students with whom the paraprofessional or educational assistant is working.  
(5) Instructional Support.  – Tasks to supplement students' basic instruction by offering students opportunities to practice and apply what they have learned.  
(a) Instructional support tasks are performed under the direct supervision of teachers identified as highly qualified by the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission. Teachers must prepare the lessons, plan the instructional support activities, and evaluate, on a planned and regular schedule, the achievement of the students with whom the paraprofessional or educational assistant is working; 
(bi) For students on an IEP/IFSP, instructional support tasks may include supporting learning in behavior skills, life skills, social communication, transition skills, and other skill areas identified in a student’s IEP/IFSP, and related documents.  Paraprofessionals and educational assistants performing these tasks are not required to have the educational qualifications required of ESEA, Title I paraprofessionals and educational assistants unless the instructional support is provided in a core subject area.
Stat. Auth.: ORS 342
Stats. Implemented: 
Hist.: 1EB 118, f. 11-28-67, ef. 12-25-67; 1EB 131, f. 5-12-72, ef. 6-1-72; 1EB 227, f. & ef. 6-4-76; 1EB 15-1980, f. & ef. 6-9-80; EB 7-1990, f. & cert. ef. 1-26-90
581-037-0006 (Amended)
Qualifications of Educational Paraprofessionals and Educational Assistants 
1. Educational Requirements.  
(a) All educational assistants, paraprofessionals, or others employed or contracted in that capacity, must have a high school diploma or the equivalent.
(b) Title I educational assistants, paraprofessionals, and others whose duties include instructional support in core subject areas for any part of any assignment also must have 
(i) Completed two years of study at an institution of higher education; or  
(ii) Obtained an Associate’s (or higher) degree; or
(iii) Met a rigorous standard of quality and be able to demonstrate through a formal state, or local academic assessment,  knowledge of and the ability to, assist in instructing reading, writing, and mathematics (or, as appropriate, reading readiness, writing readiness, and mathematics readiness).
2. Districts employing or contracting paraprofessionals and educational assistants in any capacity shall provide or arrange for suitable training for such personnel to prepare them to perform such functions as they may be assigned. (Moved from current 581-037-0025)
581-037-0015 
Assignment and Direction and Supervision of Paraprofessionals and Educational Assistants 
1. Applicability: Paraprofessionals and Educational Assistants in Title I and Non-Title I Programs
2. The paraprofessional or educational assistant shall assist a teacher only in a supportive capacity. The role of the educational assistant or paraprofessional is adaptable to many support tasks.  Educational assistant and paraprofessional tasks may include:
(a)	 Instructional support – Tasks to supplement students' basic instruction by offering students opportunities to practice and apply what they have learned.  
(i)	Instructional support may include, but is not limited to, providing instructional support in areas identified in a student’s IEP/IFSP and related documents, including behavior, life skills, social communication, transition skills, and other areas identified in a student’s IEP/IFSP, and related documents. 
(ii)	 Any paraprofessional or educational assistant assigned to instructional support activities in instruction-related activities shall work under the direct supervision of the highly qualified teacher 
 (b) Clerical support -- Tasks such as preparing materials, non-instructional technology support: and
(c) Student control -- Such duties as supervision of students in cafeteria, playground, halls, campus areas, bus supervision, monitoring students in hallways, etc.
 (3) The highly qualified teacher providing direct supervision or responsible for the supervision of a paraprofessional or an assistant shall provide a plan of supervision that includes regular monitoring of the assistant's performance to determine effectiveness.
Stat. Auth.: ORS 342
Stats. Implemented: ORS 343.120
Hist.: 1EB 131, f. 5-19-72, ef. 6-1-72; 1EB 15-1980, f. & ef. 6-9-80; EB 7-1990, f. & cert. ef. 1-26-90
 Repeal 581-037-0025; content added to 581-037-0015 
[Training of Educational Assistants
Districts employing educational assistants shall provide or arrange for suitable training for such personnel to prepare them to perform such functions as they may be assigned.
Stat. Auth.: ORS 342
Stats. Implemented: ORS 343.120
Hist.: 1EB 131, f. 5-19-72, ef. 6-1-72; EB 7-1990, f. & cert. ef. 1-26-90]
 REPEAL 581-037-0030   CONTENT ADDED TO 581-037-006
[581-037-0030]   
Credentialing of Educational Assistants
The Oregon State Board of Education will require no certificate, diploma or other credential (except the prerequisite high school diploma or its equivalent) as a condition for employment as an educational assistant. 
Stat. Auth.: ORS 342 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 343.120 
Hist.: 1EB 131, f. 5-19-72, ef. 6-1-72; EB 7-1990, f. & cert. ef. 1-26-90] 
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