Summer EBT Informational Forum
Information requested for the SEBT Information Forum:

Q: Will benefits be loaded to onto existing Oregon Trail cards or will it look like a different card? Are we able to match those benefits in the same way that we are able to match SNAP? 
A (Provided by Mariya Klimenko): I want to clarify that this is not a SNAP Program. Eligibility is based on free and reduced lunch.  There are quite a few differences between SEBT and SNAP Benefits.

It will likely be loaded onto something like an EBT card, but I’m going to have to clarify whether it will be a separate card, or for individuals that are already participating in SNAP, if it can be loaded onto their same cards. 

If individuals already have a current SNAP or TANF benefit, then we can use the same EBT card.

Q: Is there any difference for families receiving Summer EBT for kids attending at schools that do breakfast/lunch for all, without a free/reduced application, versus kids at schools where they do require that application?(For instance, here in Albany, our school district just announced in January that all kids will have access to free breakfast and lunch without the families needing to take any additional action)

A (Provided by Mariya Klimenko): With pandemic EBT we have categorical eligibility, which means that they are able to extend those benefits to all kids attending the (schools).

Kids that are not going to be certified through another one of our existing programs can still qualify based on income, but they will have to do a separate application.   We don't have the categorical eligibility component like we had with PEBT.
The benefits will be administered in a way that is similar, but some of the requirements are different.  Because 1/3 of the students qualify, they will likely need a separate application, meaning they are already not enrolled in one of our programs (whether that's through the Oregon Health Plan or SNAP).  They will need their own application process. NOTE: receiving Oregon Health Plan is not guaranteed eligibility - recipients must also meet the income guidelines for free/reduced meals. 
Q: Is there concern that families of mixed immigration status will have fears about Summer EBT Applications?  I have encountered undocumented folks who do not want to fill out any government form for themselves or their children, due to fear of it leading to deportation.

A (Provided by Mariya Klimenko): Yes. This is something that we have discussed with the team. Unfortunately, the application is required by FNS. While you don't have to collect certain information about immigration status to participate for free and reduced lunch, we are working with ODE to make sure we can leverage any existing applications to make those questions less invasive, since we are not collecting things like Social Security numbers or documentation status.

We are hoping to partner with schools and school districts to help us with outreach and education on the new benefit, to help ensure that folks are that are in this situation, feel safe sharing that information.

Citizenship is not a requirement for Free and reduced lunch, which means that in order to qualify for SEBT, there isn’t a requirement for residency (like with SNAP), so that's going to be an important difference. 


· Information about outreach- communication strategies, materials, partner resources
· Is there anything written into Summer EBT Statute that would be different from Pandemic EBT? A: These are not the same programs and we are still in development of our statutes for Summer EBT.
· A great topic would be to talk more about the application (can there be partner review and input to make it as accessible as possible?)

Feedback: 
· If it ends up not being a program that is eligible for double up food bucks, but put on the same Oregon trail card as SNAP, that makes it really challenging for farmer markets to distinguish for Double-up Food Bucks 

· I'd love to see public outreach materials try to include a mention that the application will not ask about immigration status.

· I think all these points speak to needing a strong communications plan (and topic for forum). And that it is coordinated with school meal outreach and SNAP outreach, for clear messaging.
