


SNAP Partner Call Minutes
Thursday, July 25, 2024
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	Misha Mayers
	Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161 733 2907 
Passcode: 870820

One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1617332907#

	Date:
	 July 25, 2024
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	Time 
	Agenda Item 
	Purpose  
	Who 

	
2:05
	
Welcome
	Please introduce yourself in chat:
Name, Pronouns, Organization and Role.
	Misha Mayers

	2:10 –2:25
	Updates
	Restaurant Meals Program:
· The restaurant Meal program is an addition to some of the options available with the SNAP program.
· In the last session, we had the approval to move forward through Senate Bill 1835 and have been exploring what that would look like in our state for delivery and to determine pilot sites for this program to hopefully have the full statewide program in Oregon.  
· This Senate Bill really helps us establish a couple of important things including:
· Restaurant meal program task force: This will be a body of individuals from a range of different backgrounds and different lived experiences.
· This task force will be launching in August 2024.
· We are looking for folks who would want to be a part of that task force.
· We will be looking at ways of which we can support a robust implementation for what this program can look like in Oregon.

· Restaurant meals program has been an option that our food nutrition services has allowed for the SNAP program.
· Its focus is to really bring hot meals to Oregon for certain key populations. This really includes households where everyone is elderly, disabled, or houseless.
· This is an incredible opportunity to expand some of the available services for the SNAP program and for the ability to use their SNAP dollars in a different way.
· The next 6 months will be pulling together information, data, and learning from other states that have administered this program. (9 other states do this)
· We will be meeting with them to learn more about their programs and what it would look like to delivery this in Oregon. 
· We have some benchmarks along the way of dates we should be considering for next session.
· By January 2025, we will be looking at providing a high-level report to the legislature around what implementation of this program would look like in Oregon. 

Feedback: 
· Susan Bame - Our Rogue Community College cafeteria contractor would love to be able to offer the ability for students to use their EBT cards in the cafeteria.  He gets asked about this all the time.  We don't have a "meal program" program and do not have residence halls here. 
· I would advocate for Grants Pass to be part of this, since we are the location where the recent Johnson -v- Grants Pass "homelessness" case came from that was recently heard in the US Supreme Court.

Contact Information:
heather.j.miles@odhs.oregon.gov 


COFA (Compacts of Free Association) Legislation:
· Our policy unit received our guidance from our federal partners last week regarding COFA.
· Our guidance that we received was that if an individual has requested benefits from the date the law was passed (March 9th) then they can request a hearing to review their originally request or submit a new application and reapply.
·  We do have a group of staff who are working the list of individuals who have requested benefits from March 9th to last week.
· They are reaching out to them to find out what avenue they want to go down.
· We have provided staff with the guidance on how to address how to request a hearing for the individual as needed.

For any questions reach out to:
traci.j.miller@odhs.oregon.gov

	Heather Miles
Traci Miller


	2:25 - 2:35
	Tribal Consultation
	Tribal leader letter update
· Tribal consultation is a federal requirement and in January of 2024, ODHS and OHA updated the Tribal consultation policy.
· We know its super vital to get input from Tribes, Tribal members, affiliates, and communities so we can focus on engaging with and providing services for Tribes, as well as meet the federal requirements.
· We made a combined letter with SNAP operations, SNAP education and SNAP employment and training.
· There are several state processes where we are open to feedback to make sure these processes are done with individual’s best interest in the forefront.
· We recognize we don’t have every single viewpoint or every perspective or consideration which is why it’s so important to have this consultation.

· To ask for feedback, we sent a formal Dear Tribal Leader Letter on June 18th. In this letter, it outlined things we could change and things we want feedback on as well as one pagers of program overviews, so the Tribal Leaders have a better understanding of the entire program and specifically what we are wanting input on.
· In addition to the letter, we also hosted zoom meetings where we invited tribal leaders to attend and ask questions.
· We are requesting a consultation from Tribes on our SNAP E&T provider proposal narrative to make sure we are asking the right questions, and getting at the services that are needed in their areas and communities. 

Q/A:
Did you all say how many tribes receive the letter? Every state and federally recognized tribe in Oregon? 
· All 9 of Oregon’s Federally Recognized Tribes received the letter. We haven’t gotten any responses yet.

Contact Information:
SNAP.EmploymentAndTraining@odhs.oregon.gov

	Adam Rea, Sara Kliewer

	2:35 - 2:55
	Discussion topic
(Note: this portion will be unrecorded)
	1. What information or topics are you interested in learning more about? 
· Susan Bame (Rogue Community College Resource Coordinator) - I've appreciated the ability to come and ask questions.  This format works for me. 

· Adam Rea (SNAP Nutrition Education Program) - I always appreciate presentations and info from other partners.

· Stephanie Fong (Oregon Food Bank) - I often can't attend live because this time is typically a conflict for me so if it's an option to vary the time it is scheduled, that could be helpful!

· Gabby Valdes (SNAP Program Coordinator for 211 info) - I cannot think of any different topic right now but I really like these meetings, they are very informative and up to date. It is very useful that you guys are trying to have info in different languages, that is very helpful to me when I contact my clients.

· Annie Kirschner (Hunger Program Specialist SUN Service Systems) - One agenda idea, in the fall, I would be interested in school-based SNAP work, I know there are several folks on here who are in higher ed, and I'm also hoping to support more work in k-12 schools.

These Presentation Ideas were liked by the group:
· Oregon Dairy Council.
· SNAP Refreshers on application fill out.
· More restaurant meal programs.
· Break out rooms.  

2. Are there other ways you’d like to see us engage with you in this meeting space?
· Annie Kirschner (Hunger Program Specialist SUN Service Systems) - I like that idea of being able to bring barriers or issues we're seeing, and proposed agenda items, especially when there are policy changes. And collaborative time to hear about cool strategies people have developed, like for outreach campaigns or engagement. 

Q/A: 
Susan Bame (Rogue Community College Resource Coordinator) - I'd like to share something that came up in my world just in the last couple of hours.  One of our students who is a frequent campus food pantry user has very specific nutritional needs -- no gluten being one of the many -- and the food pantry student worker is concerned that this student may have an eating disorder or may be developing one.  Her dad recently passed, as well.  So, my question:  are there any programs (tiny little programs) that could help her out, or people in her type of situation?
· We will look into this and get back to you on that.
	Misha Mayers

	2:55
	Conclusion
	
	 






