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Meeting Minutes
	Item
	Topic
	Presenter

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk131582255]
	Welcome

	

	2. 
	Restaurant Meals Program 
· Task Force has voted on Pilot areas that will be recommended to the legislature. 
· Recruited Task Force members with lived experience.
· Worked with ODHS on creating RMP program branding.
· In process of completing legislative recommendation report due 01-3-2025.
· Once the report is completed, we will begin to focus on more technical aspects of the program for example how we will engage with business and community partners. 

	Tia McElyea

	3. 
	Renewal Interviews 
· Renewal interviews waived for 24 months certifications. 
· Applies to all SNAP households approved for full 24 months.
· All adult members of the filing group are elderly or disabled and have no income from employment.
· This waiver is good for 18 months. 
· Nov 25th, 2024-May 31st, 2026.
· Anticipated to streamline the recertification process for over 82,000 households, saving time and recourses. 
· Reasons renewal interview for 24 months certifications should still happen:
· Household requests interview.
· There is another program requests interview at the time of renewal.
· If eligibility results in denial an interview must be completed.  

	Melissa Cook

	4. 
	ABAWD/ SNAP Time limit temporarily paused. 
· Oregon paused the ABAWD requirements that is needed to receive SNAP for longer than 3 months, we are doing this through waivers and discretionary exemptions. 
· Discretionary exemptions are special exemptions awarded to the states by food and nutrition services (FNS).
· Discretionary Exemptions are currently being applied to the counties listed below:
· Benton
· Clackamas
· Multnomah
· Washington
· Yamhill
(Hood River starting January 2025)

· Letters were sent out in October to those who were impacted by this policy explaining the change.
· Call to action: Please help us share the message, if someone you work with is not receiving SNAP benefits because they were told they were not meeting the work requirements, encourage them to reapply. 
· Question: So the entire state of Oregon is not applying ABAWD work requirements?
· Answer: That is correct, 30 counties through a waiver, and 6 counties through discretionary exemptions. 

· Extension to request SNAP replacement of food loss:
· 22 counties were approved to extend the 10-day reporting timeline.
· Households who lost food due to power outages from the Nov 19-20 inclement weather have until Dec 18th to report their food loss if they live in one of approved counties.
· No verification required for loses related to this incident. 
· All other counties have 10 days to report food loss per regular rules. 

· OAR Changes regarding requests for SNAP replacement 
· OAR 461-165-0230
· A detailed list of items will no longer be required. 
· Only the total value of food lost needs to be provided.
· Changes to SNAP Replacement Forms (ODHS-0349D & SNP-086) will be updated as soon as possible to reflect the changes. 

	Antonio Heras & Heather Piercy

	5. 
	Quality assurance Update 
· Review of SNAP Quality Control Reviews webpage.
· SNAP Quality Control Reviews


	Lisa Liebham

	6.
	Community Partner Time
· Discussion around skimming replacement benefits.
· Discussion around recently released budget. 


	Misha Mayers 

	7.
	Announcement (Misha Mayers) 
· Misha’s position will be ending at the end of December.
· SNAP Partner meetings will continue, however Misha will need to delete the new 2025 calendar invites she sent previously.
· Look for an email through the Food Program Partner Listserv with the new SNAP Partner Meeting Invitation.  It will be a registration link. Once you register, you can download a calendar invite. 
	Misha Mayers





