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Environmental Public Participation
• One of the ways DEQ engages the community is 

through the Public Notice process

• The 401 program and the US Army Corps of Engineers 
posts Public Notice for projects.

• This is a chance for the public to provide comments 
and concerns about projects that may be affecting a 
water close to their home or where they might 
recreate.

• How to engage the public in an equitable way?



Environmental Justice Lens
How to engage the public in an equitable way?

Image source: https://www.teatown.org/what-is-environmental-justice/

• Oregon DEQ is focused on addressing 
potential disparate environmental impacts 
that may contribute to environmental injustice 
in Oregon.

• Through the EJ Work Group, several DEQ 
employees have come together to 
collaborate and share ways that we are 
incorporating an EJ lens into our work.

• My contribution is providing an internal tool 
that permitting program could potentially use 
during their public notice process.



Language Web Map Tool



Language Web Map Tool
• The tool shows the top 3 alternative 

languages spoken within a census 
tract.

• The data utilizes the Census Bureau 
ACS 2015 Language Data

• The map shows the subset of the 
data where participants indicated 
that they speak another language 
and have minimal English 
language comfort.

• The map was created using 
JavaScript APIs, utilizing Esri’s web 
map functions.

• The web map is still in production 
and has not yet been published.
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