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AS OREGON’S OUTDOOR SEASON BEGINS, <Community> BENEFITS FROM <park/event name/fair/other> <SMOKEFREE/TOBACCO-FREE> POLICY

Statewide, communities embrace clean air and clean spaces

CITY, Ore.—While summer has gotten a slow start in Oregon this year, the clouds are starting to part. That means people will be heading to parks, beaches, fairs, markets and outdoor concerts. 

Many communities statewide have created smokefree policies to protect people from secondhand smoke—it’s been shown to be unsafe, even outdoors—and create welcoming spaces for everyone. That is true in <community>, where <policy> recently was instituted.

Add to this paragraph 1. 

· Is there a date people should know (perhaps when the policy is going into effect, the event is taking place, the fair opens or community comment is needed)?

Paragraph 2-3: Share why this policy is important to the community, why it’s wanted and why it’s needed. Answer these questions:

· Is there a problem your policy will solve (reduce risks of secondhand smoke exposure, reduce litter, reduce risk of fire)?

· Is this policy supported by the community? If so, be sure to share how it has been supported, such as through a survey or other ways of measuring attitudes. Is there a citizen committee? Are there vocal volunteers? Have people turned out to testify on the policy’s behalf?

· Is there a history of similar policies in your community?
· Consider sharing a quote from a community member to personalize your points and to show support for the policy. Perhaps:
· A member of the community who has long advocated for tobacco policies. Perhaps a doctor, a recreational leader, a parent, or a member of the arts community. Be sure the quote is relevant to your news and that you have permission from the person you are quoting to use it. Make sure the advocate is prepared in case the media calls to ask about your news.
Paragraph 4: Consider a quote from a health advocate or leader to show the broader policy goals of the community and the way this policy will fit into those objectives. Perhaps:

· A health leader who can speak to the role of the community in creating healthy places. This could be your health department director or program director, or it could be a member of the county, city, or tribal council. You also don’t have to quote a public figure; for some news it might serve your advocacy strategy to focus on the community leadership to show broad community support.
The <insert policy decision or goal> is part of a growing trend in Oregon toward smokefree outdoor spaces, including outdoor events, parks, fairs, and farmer’s markets. Nearly 80 percent of Oregonians do not smoke and more than 90 percent of Oregonians say that they would like to be protected from secondhand smoke. A recent poll by the Oregon Health Authority found that Oregonians overwhelming favor smokefree outdoor spaces. 

In the last few years, dozens of tobacco-free and smokefree policies have been enacted for playgrounds, parks, fairs, rodeos, festivals, community events, worksite campuses and other outdoor spaces. In August 2009, the Douglas County Fairgrounds Board adopted a smokefree fair policy that designated smoking areas. The City of Coos Bay passed a smokefree law in July 2010 that covers all of Mingus Park and playground areas in five other parks. And in 2009, the Delta Park Powwow became the first powwow to restrict tobacco use when it created designated smoking areas; soon after, the Klamath Restoration Powwow followed suit.
Most recently, a smokefree policy at the Clackamas County Event Center, home of the county fair, went into effect Feb. 1, 2011. And in May 2011, Metro Regional Government made all its properties tobacco free, including the Oregon Zoo and the Oregon Convention Center, which affects more than 1 million people in the three counties encompassing the Portland metropolitan region. 

For more information on <county or tribe> tobacco policies, contact XXX. 
###
OPTIONAL: Boilerplate paragraph about county or county health department, and/or tobacco prevention and education program.

