Media Pitch 
Subject Line: Local Spokesperson Saving Lives Through Involvement in Statewide Campaign

Hi XXXX,
It’s Colorectal Cancer (CRC) Awareness Month and new data reveal that 87 percent of all deadly cases of CRC in Oregon could have been prevented. 

Given that screening can prevent the cancer or catch it early when it’s highly treatable, these new data prove that almost 400 Oregon lives could’ve been saved in just one year if all Oregonians age 50 or older (45 for African Americans) had been screened as recommended.

A unique campaign in Oregon—featuring local spokespeople—is aiming to increase screening rates by asking people who have already been screened to share their story and encourage other people in their lives to get screened too.

[OPTION 1: For use by grantees if a local spokesperson is featured in the “Oregon faces”]
Dozens of local faces and stories are being unveiled at www.TheCancerYouCanPrevent.org, including our very own [insert local spokesperson].

Would you be interested in interviewing [local spokesperson] about [his/her] story related to colorectal cancer? I can also put you in touch with a campaign spokesperson who can discuss:

· A new report that proves the effectiveness of screening for colorectal cancer;

· What Health Care Reform means for insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening; and

· What the campaign is doing to reduce disparities related to colorectal cancer screening and mortality among African and Native American communities

[OPTION 2: For use by grantees if a local spokesperson is not featured in the “Oregon faces”]
Dozens of local faces and stories are being unveiled at www.TheCancerYouCanPrevent.org, including former Oregon Senator Bob Boyer: 

“I was lucky enough to get screened, during which they removed a polyp and likely prevented cancer. I’ve always known getting screened was important but this campaign has helped me understand the important role I can play in getting others screened too.”

Would you be interested in interviewing him about his story related to colorectal cancer? I can also put you in touch with a campaign spokesperson who can discuss:

· A new report that proves the effectiveness of screening for colorectal cancer;

· What Health Care Reform means for insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening; and

· What the campaign is doing to reduce disparities related to colorectal cancer screening and mortality among African and Native American communities
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best,

XXXX
