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Clatsop County

t was just

Iabout a year

ago that the
campaign to raise
awareness dbout the
need to be screened
for colorectal cancer
was piloted here in- -
Clatsop County: At -
the time, I could
hardly say, colorec- i
tal cancer or :
colonoscopy with-
out getting a little
embarrassed. :

Getting involved i m the campalgn -
helped normalize the procedure for me
and hopefully for many others as well.
You might remember the billboard by "
the junction to Hwy. 26, seeing anvad in
the. newspaper; hearing an ad on ‘the
radio or receiving information from your
employer, doctor, or busiriess group.

The Oregon Health Authority; which
received a grant from the Centers for
Disease Control and: PreVentmn (CDC)
to inetease scréening rates among Ore-
gonians chose. Clatsop County for'the
pilot canipaign for two main reasoris; -

First, we have higher than nofmal

normal rates of screening compared to

.inary work by Nancy Magathan with

Prevention and Early Det
gram, many of the key-elements r neces-
sary to test-and roll out the- pﬂot were °

: a]ready in place. - - ‘ v

.STEVEN Bukssuv :

- bers became: messengers
Ascreened peers i
_*Unscreened residents creened
and cancer wag prevented. In fact, Dr.
Truman Sasaki at Columbia: Memonal A
Hospital perforined 71 additional =
colonoscopies (220 total). during the
 pilot period compared to the same time
frame the year before. One cancer was
caught early, allowing the patient to -
.begm freatment immediately.
- “"Pethaps our greatest achievemeritwas
- that due to our great efforts; and real re- -
sults and impact, the Oregon Health Au:
*thonty is using the model that we -

‘rates of colorectal cancer and lower than

Oregon: averages. Sécond, due to prelim- - dition to worl
.. _-among all.O
Columbia:Memorial Hospital’s: Cancer .

" if caught early.

developed her
. out to Oregoni

Clatsop County to roll
across the state, In ad-
increase screening

:with parttiefs in:Affican ‘American and
‘Native American communities where
there is ahigher. r;ate of colorectal cancer
1d-deathis, and implementing
Eastern Oregon.
op County. But our
e need to-continue
voman over 50
Colorectal
most deadly form of
the xﬁost treatable

‘We have some great doctors here on
- the coast that can help us push those
‘screening rates upand get those rates of
colorectal cancer down, - »

. For more-information about screen-
" ing, or to read. Oregomans* stories about
the cancer and screening, and to share
. yours, Visit. WWW. TheCancerYouCanPre
vent.org.

Steven Blakesley is the Clatsop
County Health Promotions Specialist.
“He can be reached at (503) 338-3550 or

sblakesley@co.clatsop.or.us.
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ans, they are working .
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