Talking points on flavored cigars and tobacco
· Although the FDA, through its power to regulate tobacco, banned the use of flavorings in cigarettes – with the exception of menthol, that ban does not apply to cigars. Cigars and other non-cigarette tobaccos come in fruit flavors such as grape, apple and mango.

· Flavored cigars are inexpensive and heavily promoted to youth and young adults. When the federal government raised the cigarette tax in 2009, cigars and loose tobacco became relatively cheaper. Manufacturers took advantage of this loophole to aggressively market little, flavored cigars.

· Oregon Healthy Teen data shows that the proportion of Oregon kids who smoked cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars during the past 30 days is fairly high (the proportion who smoked cigarettes is included for comparison).

             2011 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey:
· 11th grade: 9.2% cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars vs. 11.5% cigarettes 

· 8th grade: 3.1% cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars vs. 6.6% cigarettes
· Small flavored cigars are easily accessible and practically indistinguishable from cigarettes. They are attractive to youth and the sweet flavors make them easier to smoke. They are just as addictive as any other tobacco product. 
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