
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: Potential Access Challenges to Bicillin L-A 
 
The following message was sent by the CDC on 4/14/23: 
 
The CDC has received reports that some STD programs are currently unable to procure enough penicillin 
G benzathine (Bicillin L-A®) – the first-line recommended treatment for syphilis - for their jurisdictions. 
The manufacturer anticipates the issue will be resolved in the next two months. In the meantime, they are 
working closely with CDC and FDA to address urgent requests.  
 
During this time, programs should:  

• Continue to follow CDC’s treatment recommendations.  Penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-
A®) is the only recommended treatment for pregnant people infected or exposed to 
syphilis.   

o Doxycycline 100mg PO BID for 2 weeks (for early syphilis) or for 4 weeks (for late 
latent or syphilis of unknown duration) is an alternative for the treatment of non-
pregnant people with a penicillin allergy.  

• Prioritize the use of Bicillin L-A® to treat pregnant people and babies with congenital 
syphilis.  

 
CDC will update its Drug Notices webpage as updates are available. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fstd%2Ftreatment-guidelines%2Fsyphilis.htm&data=05%7C01%7CJILLIAN.D.GARAI%40oha.oregon.gov%7C6f2a1bcb36754da1c0b408db3d117388%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C638170918043656617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OSzuIJVjbm1Pfo0NtJl0R8TtrVcrntq5jTJVr4JNX8U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fstd%2Ftreatment%2Fdrug-notices.htm&data=05%7C01%7CJILLIAN.D.GARAI%40oha.oregon.gov%7C6f2a1bcb36754da1c0b408db3d117388%7C658e63e88d39499c8f4813adc9452f4c%7C0%7C0%7C638170918043656617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6hnegeYx6tpjlswxhZyQ%2BTfXxyXkG4dJEqRiHsE2RsA%3D&reserved=0

