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Oregon Tobacco Prevention and Education

Tobacco Use is Very Costly
• Oregon pays an estimated $287 million per year in Medicaid costs related to smoking (roughly 10% of total 

Medicaid expenditures).

• When both medical and loss in productivity costs (close to $2.4 billion per year) are taken into account, the 
true cost per pack of cigarettes in Oregon is closer to $13.27.

!e Oregon  Tobacco Prevention and Education Program Works
!e Oregon Tobacco Prevention and Education Program (TPEP) is a best practice with the state and local public health 
systems working in coordination on a comprehensive program. E"ective comprehensive tobacco control programs have 
#ve elements: community programs (counties and tribes), direct interventions (such as the “quit line”), media, surveil-
lance and evaluation, and administration. All of these elements together reduce the prevalence of smoking in our commu-
nities.
• !ere has been a 48% reduction in per capita cigarette consumption since Oregonians voted to raise the tobacco tax 

and fund the Tobacco Prevention and Education Program 
• !e number of packs sold in Oregon increased when funding was reduced to the Tobacco Prevention and Education 

Program
• Local communities have worked successfully to achieve smoke free campuses, farmer’s markets, hospitals, and rental 

housing, with many other actions under way
In Oregon, Local Public Health Departments and Tribes are responsible for working with the community to make  local 
policy changes in the places we live, work and play to improve the health of all Oregonians.

For more information about the Coalition of Local Health O!cials please contact Morgan Cowling, Executive Director
oregonclho@gmail.com     503-329-6923         oregonclho.org


