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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

  
 
This year Multnomah County Library is holding a Banned Books Week event called Censorship by Omission. 
This event is inspired by Malinda Lo’s study, which found that books by and about people of color, LGBT 
people, and/or disabled people, are challenged more than books that follow status quo. 
 
We have a panel starring Stacey Lee (author of Under A Painted Sky and a We Need Diverse Books team 
member), Isabel Quintero (author of Gabi, A Girl in Pieces), and Tess Sharpe (author of Far From You). The 
authors will talk about diversity in literature, challenges they have faced as authors, and their amazing books. 
 
Please read their books and get on over to Midland Library (805 SE 122nd Ave, Portland, OR 97233) on 
Saturday, October 3rd, at 2-3:30 PM! 
 

 

BANNED BOOKS AND CENSORSHIP 
 

   

 
 The Oregon Intellectual Freedom Clearinghouse 2015 Annual Report is now available. This past year 

14 challenges were received (including the aforementioned Adventure Time) and one item (the film 
Repentance directed by Philippe Caland) was removed 

https://multcolib.org/events/censorship-omission-diversity-deficit/46262
http://www.diversityinya.com/2014/09/book-challenges-suppress-diversity/
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2738946068_under_a_painted_sky
http://weneeddiversebooks.org/
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Quintero%2C+Isabel%22&search_category=author&t=author
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2625010068_far_from_you
http://www.oregon.gov/osl/LD/youthsvcs/OIFC/2015AnnualReport-fd.pdf
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2551545068


 Duke University freshmen chose not to read the summer reading book Fun Home by Alison Bechdel 
because the title conflicted with students’ personal and religious beliefs. Fun Home was also 
challenged this past summer by a CA college student. 
 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon was banned from a FL high 
school’s reading program due to concerns about profanity. 
 

 The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund’s free quarterly news magazine CBLDF Defender #3 features a 
podcast with banned author Raina Telgemeier. 
 

 Check out Bustle’s 11 Frequently Banned Books by Female Writers That You Absolutely Cannot Miss. 
The list includes What My Mother Doesn’t Know by Sonya Sones, The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big 
Round Things by Carolyn Mackler, and more. 
 

 LGBT-themed children’s books My Princess Boy by Cheryl Kilodavis and This Day in June by Gayl 
Pitman were challenged and retained at Hood County Library. This Day in June was relocated to the 
adult nonfiction section. 
 

 After concerned Christian parents in FL objected to the The Librarian of Basraa and Nasreen’s Secret 
School both authored by Jeanette Winter, Lubbock Public Library retained the titles. The director said: 
“It’s important that we try to represent other cultures.” 
 

 A Charleston, NC, high school principal removed Some Girls Are by 
Courtney Summers from a summer reading list, due to the book’s depiction of 
underage alcohol and drug use, sexual assault, and a perverted male teacher. 

 
 The Tweeks are twin geek girls that will be covering challenged comics all 

summer long. Check out their coverage on Bone, Vol. 1: Out from Boneville, 
Drama, This One Summer, and Persepolis. 

 
 Check out the MA-based ACLU executive 

director’s favorite controversial beach reads! 
 

 Downers Grove Public Library Board (IL) 
recently appointed a board member who aggressively attempted to ban 
a book in the past. 
 

 After AZ legislators banned ethnic studies from schools, ethnic studies 
programs are projected to spread in Texas and California schools. 
 

 According to a recent poll, more than 7 out of 10 adults believe that a 
rating system should be applied to books.  
 

 Recent court decisions are increasing citizen’s right to know and 
disseminate government information. Nice try, government officials, but 
this time the law is on the citizen’s side 

 

 

PRIVACY 
 

 Collier County Public School media centers (FL) permit parents to see what students borrow, but 
centers do not plan to remove any titles. 
 

 Have you heard of the #OptOutKids of school data sharing campaign? 

http://www.dukechronicle.com/article/2015/08/freshmen-skipping-fun-home-for-moral-reasons
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&t=title&search_category=title&q=fun+home&commit=Search
http://cbldf.org/2015/06/crafton-hills-college-stands-by-graphic-novel-course/
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&t=smart&search_category=keyword&q=The+Curious+Incident+of+the+Dog+in+the+Night-Time&commit=Search
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/aug/12/curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-night-time-pulled-from-childrens-reading-list
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/aug/12/curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-night-time-pulled-from-childrens-reading-list
http://cbldf.org/2015/08/in-stores-now-go-back-to-school-with-cbldf-defender-3/
http://cbldf.org/2015/08/in-stores-now-go-back-to-school-with-cbldf-defender-3/
http://www.bustle.com/articles/103624-11-frequently-banned-books-by-female-writers-that-you-absolutely-cannot-miss
https://multcolib.org/search/site/what%20my%20mother%20doesn%27t%20know
https://multcolib.org/search/site/The%20Earth%2C%20My%20Butt%2C%20and%20Other%20Big%20Round%20Things
https://multcolib.org/search/site/The%20Earth%2C%20My%20Butt%2C%20and%20Other%20Big%20Round%20Things
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2026521068_my_princess_boy
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2592676068_this_day_in_june
http://www.latimes.com/books/jacketcopy/la-et-jc-lgbt-childrens-books-survive-banning-texas-20150715-story.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Librarian-Basra-True-Story/dp/0152054456
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1808858068
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1808858068
http://lubbockonline.com/filed-online/2015-07-26/books-protested-florida-school-remain-lubbock-library-shelves#.Vb0wa_lVjEV
http://cbldf.org/2015/07/charleston-principal-removes-some-girls-are-from-summer-reading-list/
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&t=smart&search_category=keyword&q=some+girls+are&commit=Search
http://www.comicmix.com/author/maddy-and-anya-ernst/
http://www.comicmix.com/author/maddy-and-anya-ernst/
http://cbldf.org/2015/07/the-tweeks-challenge-parents-and-kids-to-read-bone/
http://cbldf.org/2015/07/the-tweeks-take-on-the-drama-with-drama/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fykDYVT3JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZidoIXTfOM
http://wgbhnews.org/post/banned-books-beach-guide-aclu
http://wgbhnews.org/post/banned-books-beach-guide-aclu
http://cbldf.org/2015/08/irony-alert-downers-grove-council-approves-would-be-censor-for-library-board/
http://cbldf.org/2015/08/irony-alert-downers-grove-council-approves-would-be-censor-for-library-board/
http://cbldf.org/2015/07/because-of-arizona-ban-ethnic-studies-programs-expand-around-country/
http://cbldf.org/2015/07/because-of-arizona-ban-ethnic-studies-programs-expand-around-country/
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/aug/07/are-americans-falling-in-love-with-censorship
http://www.cjr.org/united_states_project/government_officials_can_get_creative.php
http://www.cjr.org/united_states_project/government_officials_can_get_creative.php
http://makingthegrade.blogs.naplesnews.com/2015/08/19/collier-schools-portal-now-allows-parents-to-see-what-books-students-check-out/
http://makingthegrade.blogs.naplesnews.com/2015/08/19/collier-schools-portal-now-allows-parents-to-see-what-books-students-check-out/
https://www.worldprivacyforum.org/2015/08/why-its-important-to-optoutkids-from-school-data-sharing/


 
 Even when told not to, Windows 10 just can’t stop talking to Microsoft 

 
 The IFLA recently published their Statement on Privacy in the Library Environment. The statement 

recognizes the limits that libraries have in protecting user privacy and makes recommendations. 
 

 A philosopher’s thoughts: Opinion: How digital voyeurism is destroying privacy.    
    

 
 

Have any questions? Feel free to email us at lib.ifc@multco.us. 

http://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2015/08/even-when-told-not-to-windows-10-just-cant-stop-talking-to-microsoft/
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/news/documents/ifla-statement-on-privacy-in-the-library-environment.pdf
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Passcode/Passcode-Voices/2015/0826/Opinion-How-digital-voyeurism-is-destroying-privacy
mailto:lib.ifc@multco.us

