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WHY OPEN 
ACCESS?

● Supports the library ideal that  
information should be freely 
available and shared so that 
users can gain understanding, 
solve problems, and build on 
previous research.

● As a public university and a 
land, sea, space, and sun grant 
institution, Oregon State 
University has a responsibility 
to share the results of research 
to the state of Oregon and 
beyond. 



OUR PLATFORMS



SCHOLARSARCHIVE@OSU



KEY FEATURES
Research and Scholarship 

ScholarsArchive@OSU serves as a repository for 
research articles, theses, dissertations, datasets, and 
other scholarly outputs created by OSU faculty, 
students, and researchers.

Historical Records

In addition to academic work, it includes historical 
materials related to OSU’s mission and interests. 

OSU Press Titles 

The repository also features books from OSU Press, 
such as Cheese War: Conflict and Courage in Tillamook 
County by Marilyn Milne and Linda Kirk, and Dead 
Wood: the Afterlife of Trees by Ellen Wohl. 

Open Access
SA@OSU promotes open access by making scholarly 
content freely available to a global audience. 
Researchers can share their work with a vast worldwide 
readership. 

Open Source Software 
SA@OSU is an open source software application. OSU 
Libraries is a member of the Samvera community, a 
group that supports the development of open source 
repositories, including Hyrax, Hyku and Avalon.  

Preservation
Works in ScholarsArchive@OSU have permanent URLs 
and are stored in multiple online locations. We use a 
combination of policies, strategies, and best practices 
to ensure ongoing access to content.



BY THE NUMBERS
● Total items  ~80,000

● Theses and dissertations: 30,348

● Research articles: 7,656 

● Research datasets: 208 

● Technical reports: 14,214

● OSU Press books: 143* (limited to 
OSU community) 

80,000



ir.library.oregonstate.edu



RESOURCE TYPES
A few examples

Users can: 
● View the item pages
● Explore related 

content using linked 
metadata

● Download the item
● Obtain a citation
● Share on social 

media or copy link 



WHO USES SA@OSU? 

● Instructors who use content in classes 

● Students who refer to previous theses and dissertations 

● People who want historic extension or experiment station reports 

● Faculty who want to ensure that their research reaches a global audience

● Researchers from across the globe who access content to inform their own work

● Library staff who are helping patrons



WHAT QUESTIONS CAN SA@OSU ANSWER? 

● What does a thesis look like in my major? 
● Can I access an OSU dissertation from 

1997?
● How can I get online access to historic 

experiment station and extension 
documents? 

● How can faculty comply with OSU’s open 
access policy by submitting research 
papers? 

● How can I share my dataset to comply 
with funding requirements? 

● Can I get a DOI for my dataset or paper? 



OREGON DIGITAL 
Oregon Explorer, Oregon State University. "Pack horses at Camp Blossom, Mt. Hood" Oregon Digital. Accessed 2024-07-08. https://oregondigital.org/concern/images/df66v2994



KEY FEATURES
Research and Instruction

Oregon Digital materials support the research and 
teaching missions of OSU and UO. 

Variety of formats

Oregon Digital contains a wide variety of multimedia 
formats - photographs, manuscripts, maps, videos, oral 
histories, documents, and serial publications that 
showcase Oregon history and reflect the collection 
strengths of each institution.  

Rich description

We share our collections with discovery and re-use in 
mind, expressing our commitment to diversity and 
inclusivity and ensuring access for future generations.

Open Access

Oregon Digital is committed to building highly usable 
and accessible digital collections to make resources 
available to a wide range of researchers, scholars, 
students, and the general public.
  
Open Source Software 

OSU and UO Libraries collaborate to develop Oregon 
Digital using open source software (Hyrax), giving us 
ownership and flexibility over the platform. 

Preservation

Works in Oregon Digital have permanent URLs and 
are  stored in multiple online locations. We use a 
combination of policies, strategies, and best practices 
to ensure ongoing access to Oregon Digital content.



BY THE NUMBERS

● Total items:  ~530,948* 
● OSU Oral Histories: 104
● OSU Maps: ~532
● UO Maps:  1151 in 27 

collections  
● OSU Collections: 53
● UO Collections: 78 plus 100 

ready for content

530,948

*some items limited to institutional use



oregondigital.org



● Browse collections from UO or OSU
● Search the whole database by keyword

For searches with large results 
sets, this date slider is super 
useful for pinpointing items by 
date

WAYS TO EXPLORE OREGON DIGITAL  

● Filter results in many ways 
○ Search within results 
○ Apply facets to results 

Using the search within 
feature is easier than 
constructing a Boolean 
search and easier to explain 
to researchers



ITEM PAGE 
● Add to collection (when logged in)
● Download
● Universal Viewer
● Explore related content using links
● Details / Data Sources 
● Pre-formatted citations
● Share by link or on social media



WHO USES OREGON DIGITAL? 
● Teachers and students
● Librarians and archivists
● Publishers
● Non-profit organizations
● UO and OSU alumni
● Users of the Digital Public Library of 

America (DPLA)
● Anyone with an internet connection!

HIGHLY USED BY SCARC 

● Oregon Digital is, by far, SCARC’s most 
frequently used tool to assist 
researchers. Between 2017 (the year 
SCARC adopted LibAnswers as a 
reference platform) and 2024, Oregon 
Digital has been "tagged" 1,206 times.

● Within Oregon Digital, the sets that see 
the most use are: The Daily Barometer 
(OSU's student newspaper), General 
Catalogs, yearbooks, and alumni 
magazines.



WHAT QUESTIONS CAN OREGON DIGITAL ANSWER?  
● When was this department, college, fraternity, 

social club, team sport, etc. established at OSU? 
[General Catalogs, The Daily Barometer, Student 
Handbooks]

● Who was the first woman to graduate with a 
Master's degree from the College of Forestry? 
[Commencement programs, departmental 
histories, The Daily Barometer]

● My grandfather / mother / aunt / brother 
attended OSU. Do you have any pictures of them? 
[Beaver yearbooks, The Daily Barometer, 
photographic collections]

● I'm trying to prove my family's ownership of a 
piece of land. Do you have any photos of our 
farm on that property? [Aerials]

● I'm looking for the roster of the 1942 Rose Bowl 
team - where would I find that? [Sports Media 
Guides]

● Has climate change affected coastal watersheds 
and resources? [Kelp grove maps, aerials, salt 
marsh vegetation maps]

Fun search example: 

A gentleman passionate about historical shipwrecks off 
the Oregon Coast visits occasionally from Astoria to look 
at our nautical maps. Using these maps, he can chart 
how ocean currents and depths might have affected the 
final resting place of the sunken ships.

Thanks to Rachel Lilley (SCARC) for these examples!



A natural resources digital library providing open access to place-based, up-to-date scientific data and 
information through maps, images, publications, and spatial tools to support natural resources and 
community decision-making

Long-term partnership between
OSU Libraries and Press and
Institute for Natural Resources

● Launched in 2007
● Redesigned in 2015
● Second redesign in 2024
● 22 current sponsors

Total grant funds raised since 2013 
exceeds $5 million

OREGON EXPLORER  

oregonexplorer.info

http://www.oregonexplorer.info


1. Wildfire Risk OR Dept. of Forestry
2. Aquaculture OR Aquaculture Assoc, OR Dept. Agriculture, OR Dept. Land Conservation Dev.
3. Aquatic Mitigation OR Dept. State Lands and EPA
4. Wetlands Wetlands Conservancy
5. Rural Communities OSU Extension Open Campus, Ford Family Foundation
6. Coastal Research Oregon Coast and Ocean Information Network
7. Wildlife OR Dept. Fish & Wildlife
8. Land Use OR Dept. Land Conservation & Development
9. Sage Grouse Sage Grouse Conservation Partnership

10. Collective Groups OSU Extension, OR Dept. of Forestry

https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/wildfire-risk
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/aquaculture
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/aquatic-mitigation
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/wetlands
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/rural-communities
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/coastal-research
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/wildlife
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/land-use
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/sage-grouse
https://oregonexplorer.info/topics/collective-groups


1. Oregon Explorer Map Viewer Institute for Natural Resources
2. Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer OR Dept. Forestry
3. Oregon CWPP Planning Tool OR Dept. Forestry
4. Oregon Zoning OR Dept. Land Conservation & Dev.
5. Biodiversity Map Viewer OR Dept. Forestry
6. Collective Groups Map Viewer OSU Extension, OR Dept. Forestry
7. Columbia River Basin ET Mapping Tool OR, WA, ID Water Resources Departments
8. Sage-Grouse Development Siting Tool OR Dept. Fish and Wildlife
9. Estuary Shellfish Mariculture Explorer OR Dept. Land Conservation & Dev.

10. ORWAP and SFAM Map Viewer OR Dept. State Lands

https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=oe
https://oregon-explorer.apps.geocortex.com/webviewer/?app=665fe61be984472da6906d7ebc9a190d
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=wildfireplanning
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=zoning
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=biodiversity
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=collective_groups
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=columbia_river_basin
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=sage_grouse_dev_siting
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=shellfishmariculture
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/Index.html?viewer=orwap_sfam


PROGRAM LEVEL 

● Redesigning the Oregon Explorer in 2024 
using ESRI Hub (from Drupal 7)

● Increasing sponsored sites and 
maintenance contracts

● Increasing access to data

ON THE HORIZON
PROJECT LEVEL

● Migrating all mapping tools by December 
2025

● Launch Transboundary Freshwater 
Dispute Database Mapping Tool - Summer 
2024

● Develop Environmental Justice Mapping 
Tool

● Advise Oregon Water Data Platform 
Development

● Deprecate Oregon Spatial Data Library 
(replaced with Oregon GEOHub)



QUESTIONS
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