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    Stopping Technology-Facilitated 
Abuse of Rural Kids

Application Due August 21, 2020


The Trauma-Informed Prosecutor Project (TIPP), a program of the Zero Abuse Project, will offer the STARK Prosecutor Symposiums six times over the next three years (approximately two per year). These symposiums will be one-, two-, or three-day conferences for rural prosecutors on technology-facilitated crimes against children. The first day will include the following topics:

· Internet 101
· Digital Forensics 101
· Child Exploitation Investigations 101
· Admissibility of social media and digital evidence

The second day of the symposium will include a brief experiential component in which select attendees will attempt to admit various digital evidence in the face of defense objections. The remainder of the second day will include topics selected by the community or state prosecutors hosting the course, from the list of recommended workshops included in this application. The third day will include topics selected by the host(s) from the recommended and/or optional workshop lists.

In selecting locations for the STARK Prosecutor Symposium, Zero Abuse Project will select those with a large number of rural prosecutors in attendance, and will give weight to states, regions or tribal communities that have been unable, or had difficulty, accessing quality child abuse training in the past. Additional factors include a demonstrated ability to get prosecutors to the symposium as well as providing space and on-site resources to host the symposium. 

As part of a cooperative agreement from the Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, Zero Abuse Project will cover the travel and other expenses of speakers and will not charge any additional fees. However, the selected host site must provide assistance in promoting the event, registering prosecutors, applying for CLEs, and providing an appropriate venue for the training. The venue must be able to accommodate the audience you anticipate attending and must be able to accommodate basic technology (LCD projection, sound system, etc.). Unless the host site is funding these expenses, the prosecutors or professionals attending the course are responsible for their own expenses (hotels, meals, travel, etc.). Entities eligible to apply to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium include state prosecutor associations, county or district prosecutors, tribal communities, or accredited Children’s Advocacy Centers. If you are interested, please complete the form below. 


1. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Name of agency applying to host the Symposium: Click or tap here to enter text.

2. Address:  Click or tap here to enter text.

3. Contact person name: Click or tap here to enter text.

4. Contact person e-mail: Click or tap here to enter text.

5. Contact person phone: Click or tap here to enter text.

6. Please indicate which of the following years you are applying for to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium (you may select more than one):

☐2020		☐2021   	☐2022

7. What season or month of the year would you like to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium?

Click or tap here to enter text.

8. Please indicate your anticipated format of the symposium:

☐  Virtual	  ☐  In-person

9. Please describe the administrative and marketing ability of your agency, office or association to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium. 

Click or tap here to enter text.

10. Describe the need for your community or state to receive technology-facilitated child abuse prosecutor training.

Click or tap here to enter text.

11. What, if any, technology-facilitated child abuse training is currently conducted in your state or community for child abuse prosecutors?

Click or tap here to enter text.

12. How often, on average, are proactive online undercover operations conducted in a typical jurisdiction in your state or community? If this is infrequent, what are some obstacles to this?

Click or tap here to enter text.

13. How comfortable and/or skilled are prosecutors in admitting social media/digital evidence artifacts into evidence in your state or community? If this is a challenge, what are specific related needs?

Click or tap here to enter text.

14. If you were selected to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium, would you envision only prosecutors attending or would you invite additional MDT members? Why or why not? 

Click or tap here to enter text.

15. In your state or community, is there a particular appellate decisions or decisions that creates additional burdens in successfully prosecuting a case of technology-facilitated child abuse? If so, please provide a citation to the case or cases and explain below the challenges presented by this case law.

Click or tap here to enter text.

16. What are the three greatest challenges facing technology-facilitated child abuse prosecutors in your state? 

Click or tap here to enter text.

17. From your observations, are most technology-facilitated child abuse prosecutors involved during the investigation of a child abuse case? If so, at what stage of a technology-facilitated child abuse investigation do most prosecutors become involved? When prosecutors are involved during the investigation, what would their role be? 

Click or tap here to enter text.

18. From your observations, are technology-facilitated child abuse prosecutors typically present for forensic interviews? Why or why not?  

Click or tap here to enter text.

19. What is your assessment of how often prosecutors meet with the victim in advance of a technology-facilitated child abuse trial? If this doesn’t always happen, please explain the obstacles preventing this. 

Click or tap here to enter text.

20. What is your assessment of how often prosecutors have at least some corroborating evidence in technology-facilitated child abuse cases? When this doesn’t happen, why not?

Click or tap here to enter text.

21. What is your assessment of the average prosecutor’s grasp of digital evidence and potential avenues of corroboration, in your state or community? 

Click or tap here to enter text.

22. In the past 5 years, what (if any) improvements have there been to the prosecution of technology-facilitated child abuse cases in your state?

Click or tap here to enter text.

23. Five years from now, what improvements would you like to see in the prosecution of technology-facilitated child abuse cases in your state? 

Click or tap here to enter text.

24. Please provide any additional information you believe we should know in considering your application to host a STARK Prosecutor Symposium. 

Click or tap here to enter text.

25. What, if any, additional agencies or associations will be assisting you in hosting or promoting the STARK Prosecutor Symposium? Attach any letters of support you consider relevant.

Click or tap here to enter text.

26. Do you have any additional comments or questions related to your application?

Click or tap here to enter text.


E-mail your complete application to tipp@zeroabuseproject.org 
by August 21, 2020.

Advanced Topics
In addition to one day of basic training, the STARK Prosecutor Symposium may include training on advanced topics selected by the host site. The topics may be selected from the lists below, or by suggestion from the Symposium host agency.
Recommended Workshops (available in two- or three-day conferences)
· Anticipating and Countering Defenses in Technology-Facilitated Child Abuse Cases
· Technology-Facilitated Child Abuse Crime Scene Investigation
· Cross-Examination of the Digital Forensics Defense Expert
· Direct Examination of the Digital Forensics Examiner
· Trauma-informed Approaches to Victims of Technology-Facilitated Child Abuse
· Search and Seizure of Digital Evidence 
· Mindhunters: Leveraging Offender Psychology in Undercover Investigations
· Executing and Prosecuting Proactive Online Undercover Cases
· A Prosecutor’s Primer on Obtaining Remotely Stored Data
· Creating and presenting visual exhibits in the courtroom
· Understanding CyberTipline reports
· Of Eggplants & Umbrellas: The Legal and Investigative Implications of Emojis
· I Will Find You: Search Warrants in a Digital Age
· He Said, She Said, We Looked: How to Find Corroborating Evidence 
· Do, or Do Not: Best Practices for Child Sexual Abuse Prosecution 

Optional Workshops (available in three-day conferences)
· Investigating and Prosecuting Cases Involving Anonymization Technology
· Prosecuting Technology-Facilitated Crimes Against Children During a Pandemic
· A Very Particular Set of Skills: Investigating Human Trafficking
· The Matrix Reloaded: Predicting Trends in Technology-Facilitated Child Abuse
· Recent Developments in Digital Evidence and Technologies
· Investigating and Prosecuting a Child Abuse Case when the Victim is Pre- or Non-verbal 
· When the Smoke Clears: Cross-examining a Defense Expert Critiquing a Forensic Interview
· Conducting and Defending a Pandemic-Era Forensic Interview
· Leveraging Medical Experts and Evidence in Child Exploitation Cases
· Pre-Trial Motions in Cases of Child Abuse
· Admitting a Child’s Hearsay Statements into Evidence
· Jury Selection in Cases of Child Abuse 
· Investigating and Prosecuting Child Abuse Within a Religious Institution 
· Jurist Jiu Jitsu: Winning the Combat of Cross-Examination
· Ethics in Prosecuting Child Abuse Cases 
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