Dear OEBB Member,
 
One of the Oregon Educators Benefit Board’s (OEBB's) goals is to provide benefits and services that improve the overall health and wellness of our members. A key step in providing these benefits is analyzing the health needs of our members. One way we gather this information is through the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey of School and Local Government Employees (BSSE) conducted by Oregon Public Health. Starting February 22, an independent survey firm contracted by Oregon Public Health will begin contacting a random sample of OEBB members to participate in the 2016 BSSE. This is where we need your help.
 
You have been randomly selected as a potential participant in the 2016 BSSE and may receive a call from the independent survey firm contracted by Oregon Public Health to take part in the survey. The caller ID for the survey firm is Oregon Public Health 503-967-7233. The survey lasts approximately 15 minutes and you will be asked to provide information on your current health status, health behaviors (physical activities, eating habits, etc.) and access to worksite wellness services. You may reschedule the completion of the survey for a later date, request they call you at another number, or decline to participate.

Any information you provide will remain strictly confidential. Final survey results will be reported in aggregate to provide an overall picture of health status and needs of the OEBB population. 

The BSSE has been conducted since 2009 and information from the survey has been used to establish benefits and programs, such as OEBB’s Weight Watchers and tobacco cessation programs. The survey is modeled after annual health status surveys conducted by the state of Oregon and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Thank you for your participation in this important survey. The information you provide will greatly assist us in fulfilling our mission of improving the health of OEBB members.

If you have any questions regarding the survey, please contact Glenn Baly at glenn.w.baly@oregon.gov or (503) 378-4960. 

Sincerely,
 
James Raussen
[bookmark: _GoBack]Director, Oregon Educators Benefit Board
Health Policy and Analytics
Oregon Health Authority

