MWESB Certification Search Option on Award Items

We want to tell you about a new feature that was installed into the ORPIN system with the latest patch. This feature helps make the process easier when awarding to an MWESB Certified Firm.

The recent patch added a new option to the Items search page used during the Award creation process. Historically you had two choices available for searching the commodities list: Keyword and NIGP. You still have those two options, but you will now also see a third option titled “MWESB Certification”. If you select that option and hit “Search”…


…the system will show you only the items that the supplier is certified to provide. You could choose to click on one of those items to add it to your Award…
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…or select the “Keyword” or “NIGP” option to search for a different commodity if you are awarding a different product/service than what the supplier is certified in. FYI- if the supplier is not certified, you will simply get no results when you try searching by certified commodities. Therefore, it would be wonderful to get in the habit of checking for certified commodities every time you use the Items screen.

Agencies who participate in Aspirational Target Reporting should find this especially helpful because it is critical when awarding to OMWESB certified firms that they use the exact commodity code number that the firm is certified in. This ensures the award will show up on Supplier Participation Reports. When the commodities don’t match, agencies have to spend time trying to track down awards that they expected to appear on their report. 
