December 17, 2009

On Friday, November 20, 2009 around 2 PM in Canby in the parking lot by Dollar Tree close to I 99, the police stopped my daughter – Maria Hernandes (who was driving) and myself – Maria Orellana, a passenger.  A policeman stopped us because he said we had no signal light.

The policeman asked my daughter where her driver’s license was.  She did not have it.  The police asked why she was driving.  She said she needed to give a ride to her mom (myself).  When she said this, I opened the glove compartment, took out appropriate paper and showed them.  I told the police – “This is my driver’s license, and this is my car registration.”

The policeman asked who was the owner of the car.  The owner of the car was my other daughter, Rebecca Hernandez.  It was on the registration.  After that the police grabbed my daughter and pulled her out of the car.  They did not ask her.  They just physically pulled her out.  As a mother, I tried to intervene for my daughter by speaking up.  The policeman shouted, “You sit down!”  

The policeman took my 20-year-old daughter around to the back of the car.  I wanted to hear what he was saying to her, so I left the door open that he had opened.  I tried to make a call to my son.  But the policeman shouted to me to get off of the phone.  I told him, “This is my property.”  He said I could not use the phone because I was under arrest.

The policeman asked my daughter where was her wallet as he was escorting her back to the driver side of the car.  Then the policeman got my other daughter’s wallet from the car.  She had left it in the car the day before.  He then said, “Bingo.” He took her false license and told my daughter who had been driving today that this was a felony.  
My daughter told him she was sorry.  She tried to explain that she did not use the driver’s license for work. Then he again escorted my daughter to the back of the car.  He took a picture of my daughter with his camera.    

The policeman came back to me with the camera, leaving my daughter at the back of the car.  He focused the camera on me and said, “Would you say cheese and smile?”  

He grabbed me to pull me out of the car.  I said, “Hold on.  Don’t hit me, please.”  He stood there smiling sarcastically at me.  The policeman saw my purse on my shoulder and told me rudely to give it to him.  He opened it, said, “Bingo,” and took from me $200.00.  He said it was his now.  I stepped out of the car on my own.  Then the policeman handcuffed me.  I asked, “Why are you arresting me?”

He did not answer but took my daughter and me into one police car to the police station.  My daughter was crying as we drove there.  When my daughter was crying, I told her to calm down and that we would get out of this problem.  

Because I was speaking Spanish, the policeman asked me what I was saying.  I told him, “Nothing.”  The policeman told us both to not talk.  

My daughter and I were given 9 charges.  My charges were dropped after spending the night in jail.  I had to pay a bond of $15,000.00 to be released; and for my daughter, $50,000.00 was her bail bond.  When my son tried to pay the bond for my daughter, they would not take it, and he was told that my daughter was being held for immigration, and it was a waste of time to place a bond for her. 
When my daughter went to pick up the car, the papers from police records said there was nothing of value in the car.  They had searched the car, pulling everything out including pulling out wires from the engine.  So that water began leaking from the car.

Please explore the charges my daughter and I received.  I do not believe they should have been given.  They should be dropped.  My daughter and I were stopped on a bogus pretense.  My human rights have been violated in the way the policmen handled us.  My money was taken.  An illegal search was made through my purse and in my car.  Please follow up on this to help my family.  My daughter remains in jail and is being threatened with immigration.  I need an interpreter and the weight of your organization to support better treatment of all people by the police.  You can contact me at (818) 430 5123. 

Sincerely,

Maria Orellana    

