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National Endowment for the Arts Announces 2012 Our Town Grant Recipients

Downtown Oregon City project one of 80 grantees selected nationwide.

Oregon City, OR -- The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) announced today 80 Our Town grant awards totaling $4.995 million.  The non-profit Main Street Oregon City in partnership with the City of Oregon City is one of the grantees and will receive a $100,000 grant to create a permanent art exhibit using light as the medium to wash projected color, pattern and images over the iconic Municipal Elevator. This grant for downtown Oregon City’s Municipal Elevator is one of only four awarded in the state.
Through Our Town grants, the NEA supports creative placemaking projects that help transform communities into lively, beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core. Funded projects will improve quality of life, encourage creative activity, create community identity and a sense of place, and help revitalize local economies.  All Our Town grant awards were made to partnerships that consisted of a not-for-profit organization and a local government entity.
The $240,000 project in Downtown Oregon City – called Illuminate Oregon City - is a collaboration between the non-profit Main Street Oregon City, the City of Oregon City, The Clackamas Country Arts Alliance, PSU’s Architecture Department, and Metro’s Development Center.  
Throughout its history downtown Oregon City has shone brilliantly as a beacon of innovation, a nexus for migration, commerce, industry and entrepreneurism. Today downtown Oregon City is home to Willamette Falls, a potential National Heritage Area site shared with the rest of the country, and to the historic Arch Bridge – a uniquely west coast structure - shared with West Linn. The Municipal Elevator is a purely Oregon City icon and an ideal focal point for gathering, reflecting and illuminating the identity of this community.

"Cities and towns are transformed when you bring the arts – both literally and figuratively – into the center of them,” said NEA Chairman Landesman. "From Teller, Alaska to Miami, Florida, communities are pursuing creative placemaking, making their neighborhoods more vibrant and robust by investing in the performing, visual, and literary arts. I am proud to be partnering with these 80 communities and their respective arts, civic, and elected leaders." 

The NEA received 317 applications for Our Town grant funding. For the downtown Oregon City art project, Federal funds will be matched dollar for dollar and will include preparing the Municipal Elevator for use as a focal point of this art commission. A national search for an artist skilled in public outreach and light as a creative medium will begin later this year.

“This community building initiative has at its base a great collaboration that is a foundation for a brilliant project,” said Lloyd Purdy, Director of the non-profit Main Street Oregon City. “The addition of Federal funds from the NEA will make this icon shine, and help focus the spirit and identity of this community on an iconic landmark and focal point.”
According to the NEA, with only 80 grants emerging from the 317 applications -a success rate of 25 percent - competition was strong, a testament to the artistic excellence and merit of the downtown Oregon City project.
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Photo Above:

Night shot of “Moontrap” (Sculpture in foreground) Lee Kelly, 2011 (photo by Devin Conroy Groves 2012) with Oregon City Municipal Elevator in background.
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Photo on left:

Oregon City Municipal Elevator as seen from grand stairway at Singer Falls looking south.
