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ALBERTA MAIN STREET ATTAINS NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION EFFORTS
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Hlk2073448]CHICAGO (March 2019) – Alberta Main Street in Portland, Oregon is one of three winners of the 2019 Great American Main Street Award (GAMSA), which recognizes communities for their excellence in comprehensive preservation-based commercial district revitalization. Selected by a national jury of community development professionals and leaders in the fields of economic development and historic preservation, Alberta is being recognized for building a thriving and equitable Main Street that reflects the diversity of their district.
[bookmark: _Hlk2073956]“Alberta Main Street serves as a model for neighborhoods in cities that are struggling to retain their character in the face of new development, gentrification, and displacement” said National Main Street Center CEO and President Patrice Frey. “Alberta has been able to grow its local economy without sacrificing the heritage and historic character that make this arts district unique.”
[bookmark: _Hlk2072910][bookmark: _Hlk2073552]Known as a vibrant working-class and commercial district in the 1950s, Alberta Main Street suffered from decades of disinvestment and exclusionary lending practices. In the 1980s, gang activity reached unprecedented levels, and Alberta had become, as one television reporter stated, “the most killing street in Portland.” Community development efforts began in the 1990s, and Alberta Main Street formed in 2010 to continue the momentum while addressing the threat of losing the diversity and creative culture of the community. Over the past nine years, Alberta Main Street has flourished while remaining committed to inclusion and shared prosperity. Forty-four new businesses have started since 2010 and job opportunities have nearly doubled—from 696 in 2010 to 1,375 in 2018. 
“Alberta Main Street is at the forefront of helping small businesses and entrepreneurs succeed, balancing historic preservation with new infill, and creating an inviting and welcoming district for all,” said Sheri Stuart, state coordinator of Oregon Main Street. “They are a credit to our state program and an example for Main Streets across the country.” 
[bookmark: _Hlk2073563]Alberta Main Street has worked diligently to create an inclusive commercial district by offering programs that encourage small business development and property ownership among residents who have been historically marginalized from economic growth. Alberta hosts free small business seminars and networking events, offers matching grants to businesses and property owners, and provides one-on-one technical assistance. Their programming has paid off: 60 percent of Alberta businesses are women-owned and 23 percent are minority-owned. 
[bookmark: _Hlk2074441]"Alberta Main Street is taking serious steps to provide a more inclusive approach toward success for all members of the community, including those who have been displaced by rising housing costs,” said Elise Scolnick, long-time Alberta Street resident, activist, and Alberta Street Board member. “This means reaching outside of the neighborhood to those who once lived here, and asking them back into the fold. Through dialogue, cultural representation, and prosperity initiatives, which are in planning and implementation phases, Alberta Main Street wants to embrace both the heritage and future of our community."
[bookmark: _Hlk2073573]That future is bright if you look around Main Street today. Alberta is lined with locally-owned businesses, public art, and unique shops and galleries. Residents and visitors are flocking to Main Street. Last year, events, programs, and activities drew 30,000 people to the district, with an estimated economic impact of over $5 million. Between 2015 and 2016, 60 percent of Alberta Street businesses reported an increase in revenue, and 40 percent planned to expand operations.
Alberta Main Street owes much of its success to its determined leader and ambassador for their Main Street— founding Executive Director Sara Wittenberg, who passed away in August 2018. 
"I am truly honored to become the Executive Director of Alberta Main Street just a short time before this significant award,” said Ann Griffin, Alberta Main Street Executive Director. “It is a real tribute to my predecessor's hard work and to the dedication of the neighborhood leaders and volunteers who make this Main Street a success. We work to maintain Alberta as a place where all feel welcome, and where arts-inspired and community conscious projects can grow real roots."  
###

ABOUT THE GREAT AMERICAN MAIN STREET AWARDS
Each year, Main Street America, a program of the National Main Street Center, celebrates the country's best examples of comprehensive commercial district revitalization. Winners are selected from a nationwide pool of applicants by a national jury based on successful and innovative uses of the Main Street Approach.™ Criteria for winning include: strength of the Main Street in creating an exciting place to live, work, play and visit; commitment to historic preservation; implementation of model partnerships, and demonstrated success of the Main Street Approach.™ 

ABOUT NATIONAL MAIN STREET CENTER
The National Main Street Center has been helping revitalize older and historic commercial districts for more than 35 years. Today, its network of more than 1,600 neighborhoods and communities, rural and urban, share both a commitment to place and to building stronger communities through preservation-based economic development. The organization is a non-profit subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. For more information, visit mainstreet.org. 

ABOUT ALBERTA MAIN STREET
Alberta Main Street advances efforts to develop Alberta Street as a vibrant, creative, equitable and sustainable commercial district serving residents and visitors to our community. We are a volunteer-driven neighborhood organization, working with residents, business and property owners and other area stakeholders. Our programs include small business assistance, the matching mini-grant program, seasonal neighborhood events, and the annual Alberta Street Fair.
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