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For up-to-date resources, please consult wildfire.oregon.gov

The federal government has approved Oregon’s Major Disaster Declaration (MDD), a move that frees up Public Assistance funding for state, tribal and local governments to rebuild and replace infrastructure. This can include roads and bridges, dams and levees, public buildings and public utilities, railways, beaches, piers, ports, harbors and other infrastructure affected by a federally declared incident. The approved disaster declaration also frees up funding for businesses and homeowners/renters (more below on those programs). Read FEMA’s news release on the declaration. Visit FEMA’s web page on the Oregon Wildfire Disaster designation. 

The Small Business Administration has established virtual assistance to help businesses, homeowners and renters impacted by recent wildfires. The Virtual Business Recovery Center provides personalized assistance to businesses of all size and to non-profit organizations, with loans available to replace damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery, equipment, inventory and other assets. Call 800-659-2955 or email FOCWAssistance@sba.gov.

The SBA also provides assistance for homeowners and renters through FEMA’s Individuals and Households Program (IHP). The program provides financial and direct services to eligible individuals and households affected by a disaster who have uninsured or underinsured necessary expenses and serious needs. Virtual assistance is available for both business owners and homeowners/renters seven days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST. Call 800-659-2955 or email FOCWAssistance@sba.gov.
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USDA assists farmers, ranchers and communities affected by western wildfires: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the availability of assistance for residents and agricultural producers affected by recent wildfires. Read more. 

Fees waived for replacing some vital records lost to wildfires: Many Oregon families may have lost all vital documents due to the deadly wildfires burning across the state. The Center for Health Statistics has issued temporary rules to waive fees for people who have experienced loss of property or life associated with the wildfires. This temporary rule provides up to three certified copies of Oregon vital records free of charge if requested in connection with the Governor’s Executive Order 20-35. Learn how to order copies and apply for the waiver on the State Vital Records website.

Replacing prescriptions and medical equipment lost to fire: Are you an Oregon Health Plan member who evacuated your home without grabbing the durable medical equipment (DME), supplies or prescriptions you need? If so, you can get these items replaced and your coordinated care organization or CCO can help. Find your CCO contact information here: http://ow.ly/jprH50BoEAi. If you’re an OHP member with an open card, contact Member Services at 800-273-0557.

Wildfire response and recovery update for September 15: Fire crews continue to focus on protection of life and property while support for evacuees and recovery efforts are underway. Evacuation orders continue to change as fire activity and containment levels fluctuate. The entire town of Paisley is under a Level 3 evacuation notice, with all of Jackson County under some level of evacuation notice. Air quality is expected to remain hazardous along the I-5 corridor at least through Thursday when wind off the coast is expected to improve conditions. Read more. 

ODOT working to assess, repair Oregon roads damaged by wildfire: Even with wildfires still burning, ODOT crews around the state have begun assessing damage on hundreds of miles of road, removing thousands of trees damaged by fire, and inspecting culverts, bridges, guardrail and pavement.
The work will continue location by location as conditions allow, but it will be some time before roads reopen – partially or fully – to traffic. A new webpage will track this progress, while also providing information on road and office closures, photos, videos and more.  

These fires are different: The Oregon Office of Economic Analysis looks at how the true economic cost of natural disasters – and wildfires in particular – has changed, and the way we look at those costs should change, too. This recent blog post looks at the economics of wildfires in Oregon, both through a historical perspective and projecting forward. 

Air quality update: Advisory lifted for Oregon Coast, smoke to remain elsewhere next couple of days: State and local air quality agencies updated an air quality advisory Wednesday for Oregon and Southwest Washington due to smoke from fires in Oregon, Washington and California. Read the update. 

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION

Paid-leave program to help some employees who need to quarantine: A new program starts this week to help people who work in Oregon and need to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 exposure, but do not have access to COVID-19-related paid sick leave, the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business Services (DCBS) announced today. Read more. 

Governor Brown announces free masks and gloves for small businesses: Today Governor Brown announced a new program to provide masks and gloves to small business in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Governor, in partnership with the Oregon Legislature’s Emergency Board, allocated $10 million from the federal CARES Act funding for the purchase of protective supplies. The state of Oregon is fulfilling orders at no charge until resources are depleted. The order form is online and is now accepting orders. Businesses and child care providers can access the form here: https://supplyconnector.org/states/oregon/free-ppe/
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