Newkirk Junior Main Street

Newkirk’s Junior Main Street program was organized March 27, 1997 with four middle school students – Michael Bannister, Jed Hartley, Sarah Speanburg, and Crystal   Robinson.   Michael, Sarah, and Crystal were all eighth grade students in Laura Ross’s social studies class.  Jed was a seventh grade student.   These students formed the first Junior Main Street program in the nation.  All because according to Michael, “This is our town, too; and we want to have a say in it.”  Adult sponsors for this group were Jana Shafer and Karen Dye.  Other sponsors have included Janet Williams and Maxine Stiles.

Meghan Hutchason, a fifth grader at the time, wrote their slogan, “Living in the future to repair the past.” Their mission statement is, “To improve and preserve the future of Newkirk’s downtown heritage and keep the pride the town has developed in the last 100 years.”  

Several of the members brought younger siblings, and soon the group consisted of students from fifth through eighth grade.  The group grew so rapidly that membership was limited to twenty students.

From the beginning, one of the focus areas of the group was to keep litter in the downtown to a minimum.  They then expanded this goal to directing the community wide clean-up annually in the spring.  They became a part of the SOS – Save Outdoor Sculpture, and they wash and wax the Land of Hope and the Kay County War Memorial. Other items on their work plans include folding table tent calendars, passing out business newsletters and flyers, wrapping presents at the Children’s Christmas Shop, assisting with the annual banquet, weeding the pocket parks, assisting with Charlie Adams Day, and folding brochures.  They also prepared a coloring book for fourth grade students and wrote a Fun and Almost Free Things to Do in Newkirk.  The group has worked on character development and presented a puppet show for elementary students on that subject.  They believe in supporting local business and have a knowledge and understanding of the importance of preservation of the historical district.  They are, indeed, a good representation of our community.

In the ten years between 1997 and 2007, this group of students has volunteered over 17,000 hours for the community of Newkirk.

This phenomenal group has been recognized on both a state and national level receiving many awards through the years for their efforts in working for the community.     

Over the past ten years the Newkirk Junior Main Street story has been told at two National Town Meetings - once in Pittsburgh and once in Fort Worth as well as at a state training for Illinois program managers in Elgin, Illinois.  Newkirk Junior Main Street is  currently on the list serve for the National Main Street program.

A search went out to the 41 Oklahoma Main Street programs and discovered that 15% of the communities had Junior Main Street programs now and two others are in the process of organizing them.  The following communities currently have Junior Main Street programs with the programs as varied as the communities themselves.  There are so many innovative groups in our great state!

Talihina's group formed in 2004 with their speech teacher, Jim Lester, as the advisor.  Their group's ages are from 15 -18.  Mr. Lester signs up his students each semester so the count varies but is currently around 25.  There are some students that have been members since 2004.  Although the group does not have set work plans, they always assist with Main Street events.  They do have their own mission statement.  The students are awarded Junior Main Street polo shirts that they wear when working an event.

Cherokee partnered with their Girl Scout Troop 110 and have designated them as their Junior Main Street partner.  Cherokee Main Street will help the girls with their badge work in the civics and community areas.  The Girl Scouts participate with Main Street by having clean-up days, and a community tree lighting.  

Okmulgee's Junior Main Street program began in September of 2006, and they have 40 high school students involved.  They have elected officers and met regularly once a month during the evening.  Cody Jolliff, Okmulgee's assistant, is the main adult sponsor; however, there is also a sponsor at the school as well as two other adults.  They have a Yahoo web site to keep the students informed.  Not only does this group assist with the Main Street projects, but they also have their own events.  One example would be at the Chili fest they had a "kid zone" set up that was their responsibility.  

Antlers program manager, Lisa Taylor, stated that Antlers is in the very beginning stages of a Junior Main Street program.   She is investigating the possibility of having a retreat this summer for the various programs.  State staff has agreed to participate by preparing Main Street training geared specifically for youth.  

Guymon Main Street is also in the process of investigating a Junior Main Street program, and they have some meetings set up toward this.

Tania Landers, Pauls Valley program manager, wrote that their group is called S.L.A.M. - Students Leaders About Main Street.  Previously, it had consisted mainly of junior high students; however, through teacher and parent requests, they are expanding it to include all grades.  All the monies earned in a SLAM fund raising event goes into a scholarship fund.  The SLAM student with the most community service hours accumulated by his senior year will be awarded funds to go towards the college of their choice.

Hobart has had its Jr. Main Street Program for the last four years.  The program began with 16 student members with the Hobart High School Career Counselor as the sponsor and has grown each year to the 72 members that we have now.  The Superintendent and school board approved the program as a school sponsored organization.  The Hobart Jr. Main Street students are involved in serving at all community banquets; Hobart Main Street Banquet, Hobart Chamber Banquet, Women’s Friendship Dinner, and Fall Festival Concession Stand.  They assist at all the community activities and events during the year which gives them opportunities to be out in front of the public.  Last year, the students totally organized and planned the “Big Bang Day," which was a day set aside where the high school student body and faculty, along with 55 community volunteers, totally blitz the community with 18 projects from picking up trash, planting trees and flowers, and painting to building wooden fences a pergola at the Centennial Park.  They are a very active group of students who have the desire to be community minded and involved to make our community better. 

Sayre's Junior Main Street program averages 100 students participating a year, 6th - 12th grades.  According to program manager, Niki Callahan, the requirements are minimal.  They must show up and work their time slot for events and projects and be well behaved.  Sayre had a Title V grant for three years which required them to track statistics regarding the benefits of the program.  Those statistics showed that being involved in the program reduced the risks of delinquency, problems in school and in the home.  It gave the students better self-esteem and a sense of pride.  Some of their projects include clean-ups, working at various Main Street events as well as attending City Council meetings.  They are rewarded with certificates, pizza parties and their volunteer hours are turned in through the school to the Presidential Community Service Scholarship program.  The school is very involved in the program, and one of the teachers is an advisor on the organization committee to assist with this large group of young volunteers.

Since information about Newkirk's Junior Main Street appeared on the National List Serve, requests have come from the following places requesting information:  Bennettsville, SC, St. Albans, WVA, Peabody, KS, Waycross, GA, Charleston, WVA, and Lake Mills, WI

