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Join Us in Celebrating the 2021 Excellence on Main Awards! 


Thursday, October 7, 2021
9:00 to 10:00 am (Pacific) Excellence on Main Awards – Part 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grab a cup of coffee or tea (and maybe some tissues) and enjoy the show as we recognize important Main Street efforts from across the state. Sheri Stuart, Oregon Main Street State Coordinator, will introduce the award videos and welcome the awardees to accept their awards. Join us through the Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89789630127 (link is good for both the morning and afternoon award sections).

· Outstanding Mixed-Use Project Vacant buildings on Main Street lead to a significant economic impact through direct loss of rent, wages, and taxes. It also impacts the viability of neighboring properties through reduced foot traffic and the negative image of these vacant spaces. Finding new uses and new life is critical to the health and vitality of our historic downtowns.
· Business Heroes Our businesses on Main are the heartbeat of downtown providing much needed goods and services while contributing to the overall economic health and vitality of communities.  They have shown tremendous resiliency since the start of the pandemic, learning how to pivot operations to continue to serve their customers.  And, many have gone above and beyond to fill the gap to support people and build community in a variety of ways.
· Outstanding Downtown Housing Project Downtown housing is important to communities on many levels above and beyond meeting housing needs. It adds vibrancy to main street districts, puts back into productive use space that is long-vacant, and reduces auto dependency.
· Outstanding Promotion Our Main Street programs work tirelessly to support local businesses and to improve how downtowns look, feel, and function. But, they also bring these districts to life through events and activities that build community and connect people to a part of their history and heritage. 
· Outstanding Public-Private Partnership At the core of every successful main street revitalization effort is a deep and meaningful partnership between local government and the main street organization. This year we are recognizing two collaborations that take this type of partnership to a whole new level.
· Outstanding New Building The buildings along our Main Streets are a reflection of the architectural heritage as well as the history of the people that owned businesses, shopped, or worked downtown. But, history isn’t static. There is room for new dreams and new buildings to join the fabric of the community and become part of the ever-evolving story of Main Street.
· Main Street Executive Director of the Year Main Street executive directors are dedicated professionals who care deeply about their communities and work countless hours attracting the people and financial resources necessary to make them more livable and vital.  

4:00 to 5:00 pm (Pacific) Happy Hour and Excellence on Main Awards – Part 2
Sheri Stuart is back to lead us in celebrating more awards! Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89789630127

· Outstanding Special Projects As the heart of our communities, we know how much community members care about their historic downtowns and commercial neighborhood districts. Community members give their time and creativity to make them more inviting for all to experience.
· Outstanding Adaptive Reuse Reimagining former industrial buildings takes leadership, vision, and a lot of faith. Saving these remnants of the past are central to a community’s sense of history and heritage and can be incredibly important assets in place-based economic development efforts like Main Street.
· Outstanding Partnership Partnerships are key to the success of Main Streets bringing fresh energy, new ideas, people and financial resources. And, they help provide a support network when times get rough. 
· Outstanding Civic Project Our Main Streets are often the civic and cultural centers of our communities. This can be strengthened or weakened over time depending on investment choices and location of key community assets.
· Creative Placemaking Placemaking is a process to enable community members to reimagine and reinvent public spaces as the heart of every community. This became a core tool used by communities to minimize some of the impacts felt in downtowns across Oregon due to the pandemic.
· Volunteers on Main Many enjoy the authenticity and experiences offered in historic downtowns and traditional commercial neighborhood districts across Oregon. These vibrant places by and large don’t just happen. They are often the result of the dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly, often for years, behind the scenes in setting strategic direction and implementing projects and activities that make our communities welcoming and wonderful places. We are recognizing and honoring some of these individuals for their contributions to their main street organizations.
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