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DOWNTOWN DEVELOPERS AND BUSINESS SUPPORTERS MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DOWNTOWN MEDFORD ASSOCIATION’S FIRST TIME FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE.
The campaign is DMA’s largest effort to create a diversified funding model for sustainable growth and jumpstart building façade improvements.
Medford, OR – The Downtown Medford Association (DMA) announced its Funding Partners Fundraising Campaign milestone at this month’s General Meeting on December 14th. The organization’s first fundraiser campaign, which set its initial goal of $100,000 to match the City of Medford’s 2020+2021 Vision Fund two-year grant, has already raised over $70,000 as well as $12,000 in in-kind donations including an unprecedented generous $50,000 contribution from Fortify Holdings, representing all four of their properties, and a Platinum-level contribution of $10,000 from Laz Ayala at KDA Homes. Creating long-term vibrancy, safety and stability in our downtown requires leaders with vision who are willing to take risks and provide support for a common goal. 

“Fortify Holdings exists to create better homes and stronger communities. We do this by supporting the people, organizations and institutions where we live, work and invest.  We are privileged to support the Downtown Medford Association with this financial investment because of a shared common vision of a vibrant downtown Medford where engaged community members are able to make real change happen that creates better homes and a stronger community,” said Sean Keys, Fortified Holdings Partner.

DMA MISSION STATEMENT:
“The Downtown Medford Association exists to provide inspired leadership and advocacy that encourages engagement to enhance the physical, cultural, and economic vitality of downtown, so it is welcoming to locals and visitors alike.”

Revitalization efforts in downtown Medford will require significant investment in terms of funding as well as leadership. While the DMA Board continues to execute grassroots beautification efforts and events via project fundraising, the Founding Partners campaign is a meaningful way for community stakeholders to support the organization’s mission for a vibrant downtown. The Funding Partners campaign is DMA’s largest effort to create a diversified funding model for sustainable growth, with the goal of keeping the organization in good stead for years to come and increase its efforts toward improving the downtown area.

While the contributions are made in the name of “DMA’s Sustainability and Self-Reliance,” DMA recognizes the need for improvements to building facades for vibrancy and historical preservation efforts and will be using 20% of funds raised once the goal is met toward creating a pilot “Building Facade Matching Grant Program”. DMA recognizes that advocacy alone is not enough to influence the public’s perception of the community, its vibrancy and significance of the area. This pilot program (“Façade Improvement Grant”) is designed to award funds as an incentive program to improve the condition of the buildings and overall aesthetics of Medford’s core and to support ongoing revitalization efforts. Improvements to the exterior façades will support DMA’s mission to promote Medford as an attractive, vibrant place where businesses thrive, and want to do business.

“A vibrant downtown requires support from all our community stakeholders. For downtown revitalization to be effective, we need to build strong public and private partnerships and alliances”, said DMA Executive Director, Renatta Tellez. 

When Laz Ayala was asked why he became a Platinum Level Founding Partner he expressed, “I have always believed in the future and value of Medford and the region and try to do what I can, the way that I can to support growth. I have been an ambassador and promoter of downtown for many years and have invested myself over the last 20 years. I have been a supporter of DMA since its inception.”

Among several large contributions from community partners mentioned above, DMA has also received contributions from partners, KOBI-TV NBC5, Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, Travel Medford, Rogue Community College, Rogue Disposal, Main Street Market, Koenig Investment Advisory LLC, People’s Bank, Lithia Motors, Radio Medford and individual businesses. 

For additional information and fundraising opportunities, please contact: 
Renatta Tellez, Executive Director 
at renatta@downtownmedford.org.


ABOUT DMA:
The Downtown Medford Association is the non-profit dedicated to the revitalization of Medford’s Downtown Core. DMA utilizes the Oregon Main Street Approach® as a basis of their revitalization efforts. This Four-Point Approach® for preservation-based economic development offers community-based revitalization initiatives with a practical, adaptable framework for downtown transformation which includes:
· Sustainable Organization
· Effective Promotion
· Quality Design
· Economic Vitality

Beautification of the downtown core is one of the major areas of emphasis for DMA. Our latest beautification and holiday cheer efforts still on display are the brilliant Winter Lights in the trees lining Main St. The Spring/Summer/Fall Flower Basket Program grew to 120 this year from 100 in 2020. The first of two annual downtown cleanup efforts involving Rogue Retreat’s Clean Sweep Program was done in November and early December this year. Also, DMA has been working with the Medford Police Department and Livability team to increase uniform presence downtown and is looking at program options to support this effort in the near future. DMA was a key partner in the success of the Third Friday Art Walk and Dancing and Dining in the Streets, prior to the onset of the pandemic and is now working to relaunch both activities in the New year. DMA collaborates with the Medford Arts Commission and private individuals to continue adding public art in downtown, such as the murals on the Vogel Plaza Wall, and the Acme Building and an upcoming FIRESTORM Monument Memorial Sculpture currently in the planning stages. Get involved today: https://www.downtownmedford.org
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