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Our Oregon Main Street Network communities help create inclusive and welcoming environments that make all feel that they belong and are invited into downtown. We want to encourage and support these efforts! Do you have a project or idea on your work plan to make your downtown or organization more welcoming? Will a little seed funding help you move to your idea to implementation? 
Here’s your opportunity to receive one of two grants to implement your idea. The first-place winner will receive $5,000 and the second-place winner will receive a $3,000 grant sponsored by AARP Oregon.
Here’s the Details
Eligible Applicant: Main Street Organizations participating in the Oregon Main Street Network.
Application Process:
· Round 1 – Idea submission due by Tuesday, August 8, 2023, 5:00 p.m.
· Round 2 – Applicants moving on to the next round will be notified by Tuesday, August 15, 2023. 
You will have six weeks to put together your pitch and present in person at the closing plenary of the Oregon Main Street Conference in Independence on October 6, 2023. The pitch can be as creative as you like to get across the importance of the project to meeting your goals for creating a more welcoming downtown: a video, skit, presentation or more!
Selection Process:
· A panel of experts will comment on the projects during the pitch presentation.
· The audience will vote on the project they would like to see funded.
Requirements:
· Applicant required to make the pitch presentation in-person at the 2023 Oregon Main Street Conference on October 6, 2023 
· Project must be completed by October 30th, 2024
· Winning applicant must be available to present at the 2024 Oregon Main Street Conference
Eligible Projects:
We want to see the creativity your organization has to make your downtown or organization more welcoming. Types of projects or activities might include:
· Multi-generational projects or activities
· Placemaking project to make your downtown welcoming to all
· Partnership development to strengthen relationships or bring new partners to the table
· Multi-generational volunteer expansion and outreach efforts
· Events or marketing to audiences that build community and strengthen relationships
· Business support for women and minority owned businesses
Strongest applications will demonstrate how your idea meets your organizational goals to be more welcoming and inviting and that you have the capacity to complete the project by June 30, 2024.
[image: ]  Application
1. Main Street Organization:      

2. Contact Person:      

3. Contact Email:      

4. Contact Phone:      

5. Oregon Main Street Tier Level – check one
[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Accredited Main Street
[bookmark: Check2]|_|  Designated Main Street
[bookmark: Check3]|_|  Affiliated Main Street
[bookmark: Check4]|_|  Connected Communities

6. Briefly share your project/idea:      

7. How does this project/idea meet your organization’s goals for being more welcoming?      
[bookmark: _GoBack]
8. Tell us how you will be able to complete the project by the deadline (e.g., do you have the necessary partners in place or volunteer support?)       

9. Why is this project/idea important to your community?      
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