American opinion on closing NARA-Seattle archive 

// A letter to your Senators or the Chief of Staff of your senators 

As a Caucasian member of a Chinese American family, I feel strongly that NARA-Seattle should stay in Seattle.
 
My family needs access those archives.  As a historian, so do I.  They are the primary, and often the only, source for information about Chinese immigrants to the Pacific Northwest, and indeed to much of the rest of the U.S., between 1885 and World War II.  They contain files on every Chinese immigrant who passed through Seattle before the mid-1940s, until then almost a third of all Chinese Americans.  
 
The Seattle Times reported on January 26th that our local NARA branch would be closed.  The OMB wants to demolish the NARA building and sell the site.  Seattle property prices have been skyrocketing, and NARA's 10-acre site represents money for the OMB and big profits for a developer.  The OMB's official announcement makes it clear that money is the real reason for selling.  The site is a “high value asset” that will be sold, in the words of the OMB, "to generate revenue for the federal government."  The Seattle archival materials are to be moved to Riverside, California, and Kansas City, Missouri.  
 
Neither location would be accessible to Northwestern Chinese or other Asian Americans, who constitute 5% of the population of this region and more than 8% of the population of Washington State.  Many, as you are undoubtedly aware, are voters.  Many are becoming involved in local and national politics.  Their interests should have been consulted but were not.  As a result of the OMB’s decision, serious harm will be done to the heritage of Chinese Americans in the Pacific Northwest.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I hope that Senator Murray will urge the OMB to reconsider.  NARA must stay in the Seattle area or elsewhere in this region.  If it must be relocated from its current site on Sand Point Way, surely a suitable rental facility in Washington State can be found.  Alternatively, the full Chinese immigration records should be digitized before they are taken away.  
 
Please let me know if I can help with further information.

