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1. Welcome ODE Social Sciences Standards and Instruction Specialist
The Oregon Department of Education recently hired a new ODE Social Sciences Standards and Instruction Specialist. Please welcome Amit Kobrowski to the ODE team.

After twenty-four years in the Beaverton School District, Amit Kobrowski is excited to join the Oregon Department of Education to help improve education outcome for all children. Amit’s focus in the classroom making social science curriculum relevant, accessible, and challenging for all learners. He believes that a strong social science education is central to empowering students to improve their world.

Beyond social science, Amit enjoys cooking for family and friends, trying new restaurants, reading mostly non-fiction, cheering for the Cowboys despite the obvious futility, and cycling. Amit earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois, and completed graduate programs at Portland State University, and American University.

Contact: amit.kobrowski@state.or.us	
                
2. ODE Social Sciences Analysis Scoring Guide Revision and Performance Assessment Development 
The Oregon Department of Education recently completed the Social Sciences Advisory Panel feedback cycle on potential revisions and edits to the Oregon Social Sciences Analysis Scoring Guide. This information will be compiled for reflection in the drafted edits and revisions. Next steps will include a presentation to the State Board of Education for further clarification and recommendations. 

Background: The Oregon Department of Education recently facilitated a work group for the purpose of reviewing and revising the Oregon Social Sciences Analysis Scoring Guide. Educators made recommended revisions to the current Social Sciences Analysis Scoring Guide in alignment to the newly adopted 2018-2019 Social Sciences Analysis Standards. Current recommendations are reflected for the following grade bands: high school (9 – 12), middle school (6 – 8), elementary (3 – 5). Recommendations will be presented to the Social Sciences Content and Assessment Advisory Panel in the coming weeks for further guidance.

In addition, educators collaboratively worked on the development of social science performance assessments. The goal of performance assessment development is to encourage classroom activities that promote analysis of primary and secondary sources in the applied domains of social sciences content areas which promote the newly adopted standards.

Additional updates will be communicated as ODE further engages in this work. If you have any questions, please contact Tony Bertrand at tony.bertrand@ode.state.or.us or 503-947-5830.

3. Workshop: Teaching the Arab – Israeli Conflict with Primary Sources
Social Studies and History Teachers! Register for a free professional development workshop on TEACHING THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT WITH PRIMARY SOURCES, Saturday, January 26, 2019, 9:00am-noon in Portland. Participants will receive $100 honorarium for attending and classroom-ready, standards-aligned curricular resources. This workshop gives teachers the opportunity to learn both content that is relevant to today's students as global citizens and pedagogical strategies that incorporate the latest research in helping students work with a manageable set of diverse primary sources. REGISTER NOW for this dynamic workshop which includes multimedia presentation, discussion, work with primary sources in small groups, and the space to ask questions and contribute ideas. The event will be held at Multnomah Arts Center,7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219. Questions? Contact Andye Daley, Program Coordinator, Institute for Curriculum Services at adaley@icsresources.org.

4. Greater Portland Regional History Bee and Bowl
The National History Bee and Bowl is pleased to announce that its 2019 Greater Portland History Bee and Bowl will be held at Rainier High School in Rainier, OR on Saturday, January 19. This tournament will run on our B Set of questions, and like all NHBB Varsity and Junior Varsity events, is open to all students, regardless of what state they are from, as long as they have not yet played this set of questions in the 2018-2019 academic year.

Contact Mr. Andrew Demko, History Bowl Advisor at RJSHS (Rainier) or Ms. Brackin, History Bowl Team Parent at the school 503-556-4215 or Contact the National History Bee and Bowl.

5. Study Abroad Scholarships for American High School Students
The U.S. Department of State provides over 1,000 merit-based scholarships each year for U.S. high school students to study abroad for a summer or an academic year in over 25 countries. These high school exchange programs prepare young Americans to succeed in the 21st century’s global economy by developing their foreign language skills, increasing their cross-cultural understanding, strengthening their leadership capacity, and fostering new academic insights and ambitions.  The application period is now open for the following programs:
· Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX) – Deadline December 11, 2018
· Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study Abroad (YES Abroad) – Deadline December 4, 2018
· Youth Ambassadors (application period opens in December)
These scholarships include international airfare, tuition, and program costs, as well as meals and living accommodations (often with a host family).  The programs have no language prerequisites, but applicants must be between the ages of 15 and 18 when the program starts. Seniors are welcome to apply and can travel after graduation, as long as they meet the age requirement.  We are particularly trying to reach young people who would not otherwise have the opportunity to participate in a study abroad experience.
 
We would greatly appreciate you sharing this information with teachers, students, parents, and others in your networks who may be interested in these opportunities. 
 
Attached is a flyer with more details.   You may find this announcement and other outreach materials at https://exchanges.state.gov/highschool/.  We are happy to provide printed materials about these programs.  To receive those, please send your contact information, and affiliation, and quantity requested to youthprograms@state.gov. 

6. Promoting Econ Challenge

Start preparing now for the Econ Challenge!

Every March, the OR Council on Economic Education puts on the Economic Challenge.  This is a fun and stimulating competition, providing an opportunity for students to “strut their stuff” and show how much Economics knowledge they have.  Read below what other teachers have said about the competition;

Rick Bortnick; Westview High School; Oct 20, 2018

I have been doing the Fed Challenge for over 17 years and my students have found it to be a great benefit.

- They get to compete in a national test to test their knowledge of economics prior to the AP exams. That means they get to review the microeconomics and macroeconomics materials and better prepare for the exams. Over the years every student who has completed has scored a 4 or 5 on both exams.

- My students who competed last year enjoyed the experience so much that they are starting a club, specifically designed to prepare for the challenge. I was skeptical, however they have over 40 people signed up. This is a first for Westview.

- Lastly, I truly believe in the competition. It has been a great motivator for my students, many who have gone on to major in Economics in the college of their choice.

Dan Eizyk, Lake Oswego High School October 19, 2018

I'd say that it is a very good opportunity for students to review and assess their knowledge of economics in a friendly, competitive, and extremely easy to use way. I had never heard about it before last year and was afraid it might take me a lot of time to learn how to use- but the website does it all for you!  My students loved the practice quizzes, because they helped them out on my tests in class, and it also gave those students some "bragging rights" that made learning fun. On the day of the first round test, I couldn't believe how many students voluntarily showed up to take the online test- I had a room full of kids after school! Then when our top team was asked to compete in the state competition- everyone was rooting for them. It motivated these kids to go even deeper into the content, on their own time, which as a teacher is something that can be challenging to do. All of my students who participated in the ECON CHALLENGE passed their AP Macro and Micro exams also, which is a testament on the quality of questions your assessments asked. It was so much fun, that in the beginning of this year, I already had kids and parents asking me if I was going to participate again. Of course, we are going to, it's great!  

Mike Baird, Enterprise High School October 18, 2018

The Economics Challenge is an activity the I have had students participate in for many years.  I was fortunate enough to have had student's qualify for regional competitions in both San Francisco and Los Angeles.  Enterprise High School is a small (150 students) public high school and I am extremely proud of my students whenever they can successfully compete at the same level as the large and mostly private schools that typically have made up the majority of the schools competing in the Economic Challenge. I am a firm believer in the need to teach students economics concepts.   . . . . the Econ Challenge is in my opinion a vital part of my self-evaluation of how well I am doing at providing a relevant economics course for my students. The Economics Challenge provides my students, who are leaders in the classroom, an opportunity to display their academic prowess. This program is too important to lose. I encourage all parties who have an opportunity to contribute to the revival and future success of this program to step up and ensure that economics education remains a strong part of all Oregon students' education.

Active sign ups will be available starting Jan 2019.  To learn more about this competition, visit our web site; www.econoregon.org or contact Jesse Kurtz-Nicholl at; jessekn@gmail.com or contact@econoregon.org


7. Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center Events and Resources
Minoru Yasui Essay Contest
The 2019 Minoru Yasui Essay Contest provides Oregon’s middle and high school students the opportunity to address contemporary civil rights and social justice issues and the actions they have taken or can take to promote justice. They are asked to also learn about Minoru Yasui, an Oregon attorney who challenged the legality of travel restrictions and curfews established against West Coast Japanese Americans during World War II. Yasui took his test case to the U.S. Supreme Court. In November 2015, President Obama bestowed upon him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award given in the U.S. In February 2016, the Oregon Legislature unanimously voted to designate March 28 of each year as Minoru Yasui Day.             
We hope you will encourage your students to participate in this essay contest as they explore their potential as active community members and learn about our nation’s history and civil rights leaders. For more information about the essay contest, the writing prompt, and resources materials, visit the Education page at our website, www.oregonnikkei.org.

Teachers who are interested in bringing their students to the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center in the coming year can visit the center and meet with the Education Manager to talk about how we can best customize a tour for your class.  There is no admission charge for this Preview Visit. Call the center at 503-224-1458 or email the Education Manager at info@oregonnikkei.org to schedule a visit. 

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, 121 NW 2nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97209 

8. Oregon State Capitol Virtual Tour Featured on Oregon Heritage Exchange
There is a new way to experience a visit to the Oregon State Capitol. Through a 360-degree virtual tour, visitors are now able to explore the Capitol through the internet, without leaving the comforts of home. Learn more about the tour by reading the post on the Oregon Heritage Exchange blog.

9. Oregon Council on Economics Education Announces Stock Market Game
Registration is now open for the Fall or Year-Long Stock Market Game session. Need a refresher? Register for a Teacher Prep session and receive access to the Teacher Support Center and a student trading portfolio.

Year Long Competitive Session:
September 14 – April 18  (registration is on going throughout the year)

Fall Competitive Session
October 1 – December 7 Fall competitive session

Fall Enrichment Session
October 22 – February 8
There is no cost to you, your students or school district for participating in the Stock Market Game.  For information on Webinars for the Stock Market Game, go to http://econoregon.org/. To register please go to https://www.stockmarketgame.org/.  Questions? Please contact OR Council on Economic Education at Contact@econoregon.org.

10. Seeking Interested Teachers and Schools for Portland Urban Debate League
A new nonprofit, the Portland Urban Debate League, intends to launch in the Portland Metro area in school year 2019-2020. The League will support policy debate teams at area high schools and host weekend tournaments throughout the year. Modeled on the nearly 30 similar leagues operating around the nation, the League will prioritize schools with historically underserved student population but will also be open to all public schools. Learn more at http://www.portlanddebate.org/. They are currently working to secure their participant schools for the first year of the League and compensated teacher coaches will be central to their success. If you are interested in getting involved or learning more, please contact Jake Weigler at jake@portlanddebate.org 

11. Classroom Law Project Events and Resources
Courthouse Tours
Your students will see the law come alive during a CLP Courthouse Tour! Your day begins in one of the lovely courtrooms at the historic Gus Solomon Federal Courthouse, where your guide will orient you on what to expect from the tour. You will then watch hearings, trials, and other courtroom drama at both the Justice Center and the Multnomah County Circuit Court. Nothing can come close to the real-life interactions students will observe between judges, attorneys, and their clients in these courthouses. The Courthouse Tour will provide you and your students with topics to discuss long after this exciting field trip to downtown Portland. 

For more information and to register for all events, please check out the new website at www.classroomlaw.org.

12. The Oregon Journal of the Social Studies:  New Issue Online the First Week of October
The Oregon Journal of the Social Studies is a peer-reviewed academic journal sponsored by the Oregon Council for the Social Studies. The new and past issues of social studies articles and lesson plans are free to access at the following link: https://sites.google.com/site/oregoncouncilforsocialstudies/O-J-S-S/o-j-s-s-issues.

13. Oregon Historical Society Events and Resources
Genealogy workshops
Have you started digging into your family tree? Would like to have a project where students learn more about genealogy?  The OHS Library will make digging up the past fun!  OHS fall workshops are led by genealogist Hannah Z. Allan in the Hatfield Room of the Oregon Historical Society from 10am-12pm and cost $20 ($15 for OHS members).

OHS Digital Collections
Archivists add new photographs, oral histories, and manuscripts to OHS Digital Collections each week - we now have over 17,000 items available! Some recently added content includes:
An oral history interview with author Ursula Le Guin
A new subseries of photographs of the Oregon coast
This incredible shot of the St. Johns Bridge under construction from the Oregon Journal collection.
A photograph of then Vice President Calvin Coolidge breaking ground on the Teddy Roosevelt statue in Portland's South Park Blocks.

Start exploring at digitalcollections.ohs.org

Current Exhibit:Frames Per Second: Selections from the OHS 16mm News Film Collection, 1969-1981
The prints in this exhibit are scans from the KOIN and KPTV 16mm news film collections held in the Research Library. Every three frames of 16mm film represents 1/8 of a second — or just faster than the blink of an eye.
In 2014, OHS film archivists pulled approximately two hours of this footage for the Oregon Experience program “Lift Ev’ry Voice” — a co-production between OHS and Oregon Public Broadcasting. In a film archive, a “pull” refers to a single footage request, usually around a specific topic, that first requires research in to what might exist in the collection. The available stories are then physically located, pulled, and spliced (taped) together onto larger reels around that one subject. For this pull, relating broadly to civil rights and the African American experience in Portland, only a small portion of the footage made the final edit of the documentary.
View the exhibit now through January 13.

14. YouTube Channels with Strong Educational Content
“I’ve long had a complicated relationship with screen time with my young sons,” says Michael Petrilli in this Education Gadfly article, “but have come to see its benefits, especially if the focus is on quality over quantity.” Petrilli worked with colleagues at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute to compile a list of YouTube channels that he believes provide high-quality content for young people:
History and geography:
Crash Coursehttps://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse – Created by Hank and John Green (the Vlogbrothers), this channel has 48 U.S. history videos, 72 in world history, and 50 on U.S. government and politics. Each video is 10-15 minutes long with a spoken narrative about the topic, with humor and animations.
Extra Credits Extra History
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhyKYa0YJ_5Aq7g4bil7bnGi0A8gTsawu – This channel has over 200 videos across a wide range of world history, accompanied by cute animations. The emphasis is on military conflicts.
The Great War
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheGreatWar – More than 200 ten-minute videos take an in-depth look at World War I from every angle, one week at a time. There’s video footage, maps, and informed narration.
Geography Now
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmPgObSUPw1HL2lq6H4ffA – Paul Barbado is working his way through the world’s countries in alphabetical order (he’s up to the M’s), each one with a 15-20-minute video that’s like an encyclopedia entry with humor and silly graphics.

15. Current Events Weekly Offers Free Trial
Current Events Weekly offers a convenient way for teachers to include current events in their lesson planning and create a dynamic activity in their classroom.

Published every Wednesday between late August and early June, Current Events Weekly is available in two versions - Print and Online. ThePrint Edition is published as an Adobe PDF document that you can download and print out. Each page focuses on one category and contains all the questions and answers for that category. The Online Edition is a web page that lets you display questions and answers interactively in class using a computer and projector.

Both have 80 questions grouped into eight categories covering all aspects of current events, from national and foreign affairs to sports, science and the entertainment world.
To try the game for FREE for Semester 1 (Aug. 29-Jan. 30), go to http://www.currenteventsweekly.com/subscriptionform.aspx. Put “OSS” in the Comments section.

16. Echoes & Reflections Resources
The events in Charlottesville a year ago awakened many to the presence and persistence of hatred, racism, and antisemitism in our country. As you return to the classroom, engage with students on how incidents of hate continue to impact our society. The following resources support you in these important conversations and help your students consider their roles in ensuring a more peaceful future.

Read the latest blogby Jennifer Goss, Echoes & Reflections facilitator and classroom teacher based in Virginia, who reflects on the importance of Holocaust education following the events in Charlottesville.

NEW RESOURCE! Inspire students with images and stories from those impacted by the events of the Holocaust. The classroom poster series highlights voices from this history.  Offered at no cost, order here
Explore the Video Toolbox on Antisemitism that explains the historical context of racial antisemitic ideology and provides a framework to teach this subject. Learn more 

Help students consider what it means to be an ally in the face of antisemitism using our "Take Action: Scenarios for Discussion" handout. Learn more


17. Tips for teaching history to middle-schoolers
Teaching history to today's middle-school students can be challenging for educators, partly because of generational differences, writes John Scudder, director of Title I programs in an Arizona district. In this commentary, he offers tips to engage students, including helping them understand why they are learning history and making it relevant to them.

Education Week (tiered subscription model)

18. Facing History and Ourselves Resources
Incorporating Current Events Into the Classroom: Students study history because it informs the present. You are encouraged to bring current events into the classroom.  Facing History is providing new resources to help you connect current events to your curriculum with discussion strategies ensuring thoughtful conversations. Check out the new current events webpage, created after careful research with teachers. You’ll find tools to help navigate your way in a controversial 24/7 news cycle, as well as a form to sign up for email updates when new teaching ideas and lessons are posted.

Expanding How We Think About and Confront White Supremacy:  On September 24, Facing History will lead a webinar titled After Charlottesville: How Uncomfortable Conversations Can Overcome Hateto discuss the aftermath of Charlottesville and the important influence tough conversations can have on fighting bigotry. Co-hosted with the American Federation of Teachers, the webinar will include Eli Saslow, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Rising Out of Hatred: The Awakening of a Former White Nationalist, being released in September.

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Schindler’s List:  To commemorate the anniversary of Schindler’s List, Facing History is updating its Guide to Teaching the movie, and partnering with USC Shoah to offer viewing and professional learning opportunities. In addition, they released a new teaching tool for Holocaust and Human Behavior offering educators 23 lessons in a digital framework for teaching the Holocaust in a way that is both engaging and emotionally appropriate for students. Check out the new resource here.

19. ODE Resources (in every issue)
Social Sciences Standards (adopted May 17, 2018) https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/Adopted%20Oregon%20K-12%20Social%20Sciences%20Standards%205.18.pdf. 
Social Sciences Performance Standards: http://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Social-Sciences.aspx
Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects:
http://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Pages/Standards.aspx
Social Science Analysis Scoring Guide:http://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Social-Sciences.aspx
State Adopted Instructional Materials for Social Sciences:http://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materials/Pages/default.aspx.

Contact the State Specialists:

Amit Kobrowski, Standards and Instruction Specialist, amit.kobrowski@ode.state.or.us	

Tony Bertrand, Assessment Specialist; 503-947-5830; tony.bertrand@ode.state.or.us

