
Evaluating Authenticity 

 WHO is telling this story? 

 WHY are they telling it? 

 WHAT do they bring to the telling? 

 HOW have they lived or experienced the story, these 

characters? What are their ties to them? 

 HOW might their own identities inhibit, distort, or enhance 

the storytelling? 

 WHAT work have they done to tell this story? 

From “Equity in Action” presented by Library Journal, October 3, 10, and 17, 2019. 

Always Ask Yourself 

 Who wrote the story? 

 Who benefits from the story? 

 Who is missing from the story? 
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