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Congratulations:  Oregon School Bus Operations Awarded EPA Rebates!
Lake County School District #7 and Mid-Columbia Bus Company were both awarded 2016 rebates to replace or retrofit older model diesel school buses.  The US Environmental Protections Agency (EPA) received over 500 applications and 88 districts/companies were funded.  The EPA has awarded rebates for schools buses in 2012-2016, with 2017 rebates, if available, announced in October.

CDL Diabetes Waiver Program
The Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) would like to remind all supervisors and managers to not copy the diabetes waiver applications. Before sending in any paperwork, please have the driver call the DMV to confirm that he/she is eligible for a waiver, as these waiver applications are updated periodically.  If the driver is eligible, DMV will send the most current paperwork to the driver’s address. If you need further assistance, please email Micha at ODOT or call 503-945-0891.
 
ODE Training Program
The Department has purchased a new program approved for driver training titled ‘Transporting Students with Special Needs’.  Developed by the School Bus Safety Company, the program is comprised of an instructor’s manual, student manual, and video.  This program is designed for all school bus drivers; however the primary target audience would be drivers who may be new to transporting students requiring more support due to physical or cognitive disabilities.  The Department will grant five hours of classroom credit for this course, and it would probably be best presented over two days. This program does not replace ODE’s current “Transporting Special Needs” program.  Both programs require the instructor to be certified through ODE to teach transporting students with special needs.

ODE Instructor Workshops 
ODE has scheduled instructor workshops and determined registration fees for 2017. Please note some workshops have moved from their traditional dates:
· Behind-the-Wheel Trainer		March 27-31		$400
· Third-Party Examiner Workshop	July 18-20		$350
· Core Instructor Workshop Week 1	July 24-28		$400
· Core Instructor Workshop Week 2	July 31-Aug 4		$400

[bookmark: _GoBack]Local supervisors must recommend individuals to attend these workshops as part of the application process.  To protect the integrity of the Oregon school bus training program, supervisors should only recommend individuals possessing a good general knowledge of pupil transportation, high interest in pupil transportation safety, and the time and ability to be an effective school bus driver trainer.  If one of your drivers is an excellent candidate to become a certified instructor, please have the driver request access to the class by logging into iLearn.  Once access is requested, ODE staff will respond via email within three business days with further instructions on how to complete the application.  

All workshops require applicants to submit a letter of recommendation from their supervisor on letterhead and payment for the class.  Behind-the-Wheel applicants must also submit a skills test, administered by a certified trainer, and conducted no more than 30 days prior to receipt at ODE.  

Fully qualified applicants will be accepted in the order that registrations are received. To ensure full workshops, applicants who are not fully qualified can register but will not be confirmed in the class until:
· March 6th for Behind-the-Wheel  
· June 5th for 3rd Party 
· June 5th for Core Workshops

School Bus Driver Training History Report
The School Bus Driver Training History report was sent to each district last month.  Please review this report and confirm:
· All active school bus drivers are on the report.
· All active drivers have a current certificate or permit (Reminder: Temporary approvals do not show on this report).

All corrections to training, accident reports, and qualification data need to be addressed before the next report issue in the Spring of 2017.  If you hire a driver from another location or remove a driver, please complete a change of information form and send to ODE. 

Missing Break Reaction Timer
One of our Break Reaction Timers that has been misplaced. If you have one, please contact Flo so that we can make arrangements for pick-up.  Other districts are interested in using this device.
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