Early Literacy:  The Numbers in Oregon and Yamhill County
· 20% of children in Oregon were not ready to learn when they started kindergarten in 2008.  Oregon Progress Board.  (2009). Oregon benchmarks:  County data.  Retrieved December 31, 2009 from http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/2009Report/DataTables_02-02-09.pdf 
· 24% of children in Yamhill County were not ready to learn when they started kindergarten in 2006.  Oregon Progress Board.  (2008). Oregon benchmarks:  County data.  Retrieved December 31, 2009 from http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/CountyData.shtml#Benchmark_Data___All_Counties 
· 38% of three and four year olds in Oregon who qualified for Head Start are not enrolled because there is not enough space for them to attend.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 41% of three and four year olds in Yamhill County who qualify for Head Start are not enrolled because there is not enough space for them to attend.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 4.2% of high school students in Oregon dropped out of school in 2007.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 4.6% of high school students in Yamhill County dropped out of school in 2006.  Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
· 82% of Americans in prison are high school dropouts.  Trelease, J.  (2001).  The read-aloud handbook.  New York:  Penguin.
· 16.9% of 0-17 year olds in Oregon live in poverty. Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
· 15.1% 0-17 year olds in Yamhill County live in poverty. Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
Early Literacy:  The Research

· 90% of brain development happens by the age of 6.  Jack P. Shonkoff and Deborah A. Phillips, From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development, (National Academy Press, 2000).
· A rule of thumb for predicting future success is to know the number of books in the home.  Goertzel, V., Goertzel, M.G., Goertzel, T.G., & Hansen, A.  (2004).  Cradles of Eminence: Childhoods of More Than 700 Famous Men and Women.  Scottsdale, AZ:  Great Potential Press.  
· Most children who begin first grade with the ability to read fairly well have grown up with lots of print around them and adults who shared it with them.  Salvadore, M.B.  (2003).  Reading Rockets @ Your Library:  A Toolkit for Librarians.  Washington D.C.:  Greater Washington Educational Telecommunications Association, Inc.  
· Children need relationships with caring adults who engage in many one-on-one, face-to-face interactions with them to support their oral language development and lay the foundation for later literacy learning.  International Reading Association and National Association for the Education of Young Children .  (n.d.).  Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young Children, pt. 1.  Retrieved January 30, 2007, from http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/psread1.asp
· The prime predictor of school success or failure is a child’s vocabulary upon entering school.  The words he or she already knows determines how much of what the teacher says will be understood.  Trelease, J.  (2001).  The read-aloud handbook.  New York:  Penguin.
· On average, six year olds from professional families have 20,000 words in their vocabulary, while six year olds from welfare families know 3,000 words.  Risley, T.  (1995).  Meaningful differences in the everyday experience of young American children.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul Brookes.  
· Children who are behind in reading when they start first grade only have a 1 in 8 chance of ever catching up to grade level. “Facts About Childhood Literacy,” Education Commission of the States, 2001: http//www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/29/81/2981.htm.
· Children from impoverished backgrounds who enjoyed reading scored higher in literacy tests taken at the age of 15 than children of well-off professionals who had little interest in reading. Kirsch, I., de Jong, J., Lafontaine, D., McQueen, J., Mendelovits, J. and Monseur, C. (2002) Reading for Change: Performance and engagement across countries: Results from PISA 2000. Paris: Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/socialinclusion/children/OECDresearch.html 

