Oregon Department of Education

Office of Student Learning & Partnerships

Extended Assessments






September 4, 2008

Dear Educator:
This is an invitation to participate in the upcoming reviews of the 2008-2009 Extended Assessments.
Purpose:  The purpose of these reviews is to ensure that assessment items (a) are consistent with current research and practice in the assessment and instruction of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities; (b) appropriately reflect Oregon’s content standards at each grade level; and (c) are free of bias for all students.
Process:  The assessment items under review have been created by test developers, educators, specialists, and researchers in the field of special education and, as in previous years, will undergo these additional levels of review to ensure that Oregon teachers have the opportunity to shape the assessment of Oregon’s students. The process of review may include edits or revisions. Reviewers selected to participate will receive a brief training relevant to the assessment and the standards on the day of the review.  

Qualifications:  Reviewers of these items will either be (a) special educators familiar with the assessment and instruction of students with significant cognitive disabilities; (b) general educators familiar with content standards; or (c) educators with a background in sensitivity* review.  (*These individuals are typically selected from Oregon’s existing Sensitivity Panel.)

Item reviews are scheduled to occur in Salem as follows:
· Extended Reading: Wednesday September 24th , 10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
· Extended Science: Wednesday, September 24th, 10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
· Extended Writing: Thursday, September 25th , 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
· Extended Math: Thursday, September 25th, 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
If you are interested in participating, complete the application below. Please note that subject area expertise will not serve as the sole criteria for acceptance as a review panelist as items will also be reviewed by content area specialists. 
Participants will be reimbursed for travel and allowable lodging expenses, and districts will be reimbursed for substitute teacher costs.  Persons not under contract with their employers will be paid as temporary Oregon Department of Education employees. Upon acceptance as a review panelist, detailed logistical information will be sent in a follow-up email. 
These review sessions are a joint endeavor of the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships and the Office of Assessment and Information Services. 

Please submit the attached application to Barbara Brown at ODE by Friday September 12th if you are interested in participating in this project.  Contact Brad Lenhardt at Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.us or Dianna Carrizales at Dianna.Carrizales@state.or.us if you have questions about the Item Review Panel. 
ODE Extended Assessment 
Panel Member Application Form

Item Review

Wednesday, September 24, 2008, 10am - 4pm - Reading and Science
Thursday, September 25, 2008, 9am - 3pm - Math and Writing

	Name: (Please Print)
                   

	School:
                   

	District:
                  

	Contact Information:
                  

	Mailing Address:

                  

	Phone:                                       Cell:                                                         Fax:
                                                                                                                                                               

	Email:
                 


Applicants will be selected based on criteria stated on the information sheet. Knowledge and expertise will be a key factor considered in the selection.

SPECIAL EDUCATION: Please describe your knowledge and experience in the field of special education. If you are a teacher, please indicate both teaching credentials and classroom experience. Preferences will be given to knowledge of students with the most significant disabilities or with multiple disabilities. If you are a teacher, please provide the name and phone number for your supervisor.

	     



CONTENT: Please indicate below, the content area about which you are most knowledgeable.

	Mark one below
	Subject
	Includes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	English Language Arts
	Reading, Writing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mathematics
	Math knowledge & Skills, Math Problem Solving

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Science
	


Describe content knowledge:

GRADE: Please indicate below, the grade range with which you have the most experience.

	Mark One below
	Grade Level
	Including

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Elementary
	3 - 5

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Middle School
	6 - 8

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	High School
	9 - 12


OREGON STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT:  Please indicate your familiarity with the OR statewide assessment system:

Have you administered Oregon state assessments?     FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes          FORMCHECKBOX 
No If yes, indicate which ones below by marking an X in the appropriate cells in the table.

	                        Mark cells that apply:
	Extended
Assessments
	OAKS Online  Elementary
	OAKS Online

Middle
	OAKS Online

High

	Reading/Literature
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mathematics
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Science
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Have you served as a member of an assessment panel, committee, or workgroup?

	Group
	Yes/No
	Which one(s)?

	Content Panel*
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	     

	Item-writing workshop
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	     

	Scoring site (Writing/Math)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	     

	Assessment Advisory
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	     


*Subject Content Panel, Sensitivity Panel, Accommodations Panel

Finally, please provide some information about yourself and your interest in offering to assist us with this activity.

	     



Selection or non-selection information will be announced by: September 16, 2008   

Please return by email or fax by September 12, 2008 to Barbara Brown at barbara.j.brown@state.or.us or Fax: (503) 378-5156.  If you have any questions contact Dianna Carrizales (503)947-5634 or Dianna.Carrizales@state.or.us, or Brad Lenhardt (503-947-5755 or Brad.Lenhardt@state.or.
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