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January 2013 Memo

Office of Student Learning & Partnerships

Informational Updates
Dear Friends in the Field and Community,

All of us in the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships (SL&P) wish you a very happy, peaceful, and prosperous new year. This year brings exciting challenges as we work with you to implement the Governor’s vision for education. As we move forward, it is a good time to reflect as well on our role in realizing the intent of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  The findings that Congress iterated in the reauthorization of the Act serve as the backbone for our work and provide strategies to improve the education of children with disabilities including: 
· Having high expectations for children (with disabilities) and ensuring their access to the general education curriculum in the regular classroom, to the maximum extent possible, in order to --
meet developmental goals and, to the maximum extent possible, the challenging expectations that have been established for all children;  and be prepared to lead productive and independent adult lives, to the maximum extent possible;

· Ensuring that such children benefit from such efforts and that special education can become a service for such children rather than a place where such children are sent;

· Providing appropriate special education and related services, and aids and supports in the regular classroom, to such children, whenever appropriate;

· Supporting high-quality, intensive preservice preparation and professional development for all personnel who work with children with disabilities in order to ensure that such personnel have the skills and knowledge necessary to improve the academic achievement and functional performance of children with disabilities, including the use of scientifically based instructional practices, to the maximum extent possible

· Providing incentives for whole-school approaches, scientifically based early reading programs, positive behavioral interventions and supports, and early intervening services to reduce the need to label children as disabled in order to address the learning and behavioral needs of such children;

· Supporting the development and use of technology, including assistive technology devices and assistive technology services, to maximize accessibility for children with disabilities.

Congress also highlighted that:

· Parents and schools should be given expanded opportunities to resolve their disagreements in positive and constructive ways.

· Greater efforts are needed to prevent the intensification of problems connected with mislabeling and high dropout rates among minority children with disabilities.

· As the graduation rates for children with disabilities continue to climb, providing effective transition services to promote successful post-school employment or education is an important measure of accountability for children with disabilities.
I hope you see these statements reflected in the work of SL&P. Your input, through such efforts as the stakeholder process for the State Performance Report and the work of the State Advisory Council, has helped us establish priorities around these principles and develop such projects as the following: 

1.  Implementation of the Statewide Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) in scaling up school wide systems for academics and behavior support systems; 

2.  Development of the Facilitated Individualized Education Program pilot; 

3. Supporting and implementing the system changes proposed by the Autism Commission;

4. Development of a more robust working relationship between ODE and the Office of Developmental Disabilities and the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation; and

5. Collaboration with the Office of Education Improvement and Innovation (EII) and the Office of Assessment and Information Services (OAIS) to bring the needs of students with disabilities into full consideration as the Common Core Standards and the Smarter Balance Assessment system are implemented. These efforts include a focus on Universal Design for Learning principles and development of assistive technology as essential to our improvement efforts.

This list represents only a few of the initiatives and efforts of SL&P.  We hope you have an opportunity to participate in and benefit from this work in the upcoming year.

In closing, I’d like to extend an invitation to you to communicate with your county contact or me if you have ideas, concerns, or need technical assistance. Excellent customer service is very important to all of us at ODE.  If you experience less than that, we need to know.  We also appreciate hearing about the good experiences you have!  It is as helpful to know what works as what doesn’t work. Please let us know how we are doing.

Best,

Petrea Hagen-Gilden

Interim Assistant Superintendent
OSL&P Memos are now posted online at www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3843 
FISCAL & DATA COLLECTIONS UPCOMING DUE DATES
Steve Smith steve.w.smith@state.or.us
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ACTIVITY

	1/12/13
	SECC AUDITS
	The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) provides districts with the opportunity to correct their Special Education Child Count (SECC) data. Step-by step instructions are located at http://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2964.

	1/17/13
	ODE WEB EX TRAINING
	The following data collections are now open; WebEx** training is available 1/17 at https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226
· ARRA – Actual Expenditures 11-12

· High Cost Disability 11-12

· [image: image1.jpg]


IDEA Excess Cost Calculation 12-13

	2/1/13
	FEDERAL DATA REPORTS
	ODE submits the annual IDEA Federal Data Report based on the December 2012 SECC. See http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=903 for information and past data reports.

	2/1/13
	APR/SPP FFY 2011
	Annual Performance Report (APR) and State Performance Plan (SPP) due to OSEP.

	2/4/13
	STAFF POSITION
	Staff position data collection due. Information regarding the collection at https://district.ode.state.or.us/apps/info/docs/1112StaffPositionManual.pdf.

	2/5/13
	ODE TRAINING: Extended Assessment
	Extended Assessment collection 12-13 opens.

A WebEx** is available on 2/5 at https://district.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=226.

	2/22/13
	PCR DUE
	PCR file reviews are due no later than 5pm on 2/22/13.  

	February 2013
	CEIS DATA COLLECTION
	Notification to districts of possible data submission errors for the Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS) data collection. Corrections due April 5, 2013.

	3/7 to 3/14/13
	REPORT CARDS
	District and EI/ECSE Special Education Report Card validation period.  Final preview for districts available on April 1, 2013.

	3/10/13
	HIGH COST DISABILITY
	High Cost Disability report for 2011-12 closes.

	3/11/13
	EXCESS COST
	IDEA Excess Cost Calculation 2012-13 closes.

	3/21/13
	SECC
	SECC Feedback Training  
Information on WebEx training will be posted soon.

	March 2013
	11% CAP WAIVER
	11% CAP waiver allocations to districts posted on the ODE website.

	March 2013
	IDEA GRANT DISTRIBUTION
	Second allocation of the 2012-2013 IDEA Part B grant awards to be distributed to districts.


** 2012-2013 ODE Video Trainings on WebEx begin at 2p.m. Please join a little before that time.
Need more information?
· Special Education Funding Q&A: 2012-13 Special Education Funding Q&A
· Fiscal Calendar: 2012-13 Fiscal Calendar
OREGON ALTERNATE IEP FORM APPROVAL PROCESS

Robbi Perry - robbi.perry@state.or.us  or 503-947-5782
Under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 581-015-2215, all districts and ESDs in Oregon must use the Oregon Standard IEP form, unless they have applied for and been granted approval for use of an alternate IEP form by the Oregon Department of Education (ODE).  Districts and ESDs may now apply for approval for use of an alternate IEP form for the 2013-2014 school year; applications are due to ODE by February 26, 2013.  The directions for submission are available online:  http://www.ode.state.or.us/pubs/forms/iep/alternateiepguide.doc
Districts or ESDs that received prior ODE approval for alternate IEP forms must reapply for approval of any alternate IEP forms they plan on using during the 2013-14 school year.  For districts and ESDs requesting approval for use of the Edupoint alternative IEP form (a format that has received prior ODE approval) please use the Edupoint worksheet in the guidelines (Appendix B).  
TAX EXEMPTION MEMO (Tax Year 2012)
Robbi Perry - robbi.perry@state.or.us  or 503-947-5782
The 2012 tax exemption memo is now available online in English and will soon be available in Spanish, Russian, Chinese and Vietnamese.  Please feel free to share this memo with your school staff and with parents of children with disabilities.  The Oregon Tax Code provides an additional tax exemption for parents of eligible children with disabilities in Oregon.  The procedure for claiming an exemption for the 2012 tax year is explained in the Oregon Individual Income Tax Return and Instruction booklets.

A child qualifies if he/she meets all of the following criteria:

· Qualifies as your dependent for tax year 2012; 

· Is eligible for early intervention services, early childhood special education services or receives special education as defined by the State Board of Education of the state where the child attends school; and
· Is considered to have a disability as of December 31, 2012 under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and related Oregon laws.

Eligible IDEA disability categories include:  Autism (code # 82); Hearing Impairment (20); Serious Emotional Disturbance (60); Deafblind (43); Vision Impairment (40); Other Health Impairment (80); Traumatic Brain Injury (74); Orthopedic Impairment (70); and Intellectual Disability (10).

As per Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 316.099, children receiving special education services for communication disorders (50) and specific learning disabilities (90) do not qualify for this tax exemption.  

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE DIRECTORS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION (NASDSE) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES 2012-13
Stella Brown - stella.brown@state.or.us or 503-947-5643
For a number of years, ODE has subscribed to the NASDSE Professional Development Series.  This series provides a great resource for districts and programs looking for professional development opportunities for their staff.  The 2012-2013 NASDSE Professional Development Series fall sessions are now available for viewing on ODE’s website.  This information must remain within the state and should not be posted on public websites at any time.  For information on accessing the NASDSE conference, see your listserv message or contact Stella Brown at 503-947-5643 or Mariana Turnbull at 503-947-5802. The Department will continue to provide DVD copies of the broadcasts for rebroadcast and/or dissemination by ESDs and school districts.  
Key features:

· The new web-delivery system features full-text searchable knowledge base to allow participants to search for key concepts throughout the conference.
· All PowerPoints and background documents will be available for download on the conference page, as well as the ODE website.
· Both the web and DVD versions of the conference utilize verbatim transcription and captioning. 
Fall Sessions

· Autism Today: Evidence-Based Practices and Tools for Implementing Successful Programs 
· Improving Social Emotional Health in Schools: Evidence-Based Intervention Strategies for Young Children 

Spring Sessions 
· Online Learning for Students with Disabilities: What We Know and What We Need to Know
· Educating Students with Hearing and Vision Challenges: Innovations for Success 
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE REVIEW & IMPROVEMENT (SPR&I) 

Paula Kitzke - paula.kitzke@state.or.us or 503-947-5811

Procedural Compliance File Reviews

The due date for individual student file reviews is February 22, 2013.  ODE encourages districts to complete file corrections whenever possible prior to submission to ODE for verification.  If you have questions, please consult your county contact or see the 2012-13 SPR&I Procedural Compliance File Review User Guideline available online at http://www.ode.state.or.us/schoolimprovement/accountability/monitoring/pcruserguide201213.pdf.
SPR&I County Contacts

OSL&P County Contacts serve as the primary liaison between the ODE and districts, EI/ECSE programs, parents and agencies in their assigned counties.  The County Contact is available to help answer questions about the IDEA and to support local special education improvement efforts.  They serve as the primary contact for districts and EI/ECSE programs in all aspects of the SPR&I monitoring and supervision system.  County Contacts support district/program capacity to meet students’ special education needs by providing training, guidance and technical assistance and provide support for district/program staff and parents in their need for timely and accurate information and resources. 
ODE County Contacts will soon be attending regional special education directors’ meetings in person or by phone conference in order to answer questions and become for familiar with the issues in your region. 
For a complete list of the school age and EI/ECSE county contacts, see http://www.ode.state.or.us/schoolimprovement/accountability/monitoring/countycontacts2012-13.doc.  
Child Find – Challenges Meeting Evaluation Timelines

Molly Hammans – molly.hammans@state.or.us or 503-947-5705
ODE’s SPR&I monitoring system and the OSL&P data unit have found a noncompliance issue in the child find data collections.  We encourage you to review your district policies and procedures to ensure that this is not occurring.  The problem arises as districts reach the end of the 60 school-day evaluation period, but do not have all the required evaluation information to determine eligibility.  The most common issue is obtaining information from outside sources, particularly a medical or health assessment statement.   Data analysis has shown that sometimes the district will conduct the eligibility meeting, find the child not eligible on the basis of the missing documentation, and then obtain written parent consent to begin a new evaluation, thus “restarting the clock” with respect to evaluation timelines.  This practice is not in accordance with either Federal IDEA or Oregon regulations.  

Any IDEA eligibility decision must be made based on a comprehensive evaluation as specified in the eligibility criteria OAR for that disability category.  Comprehensive means that all required evaluation components are reviewed as part of the eligibility decision. Missing documentation is not sufficient cause to determine that the child is not eligible as a student with a disability in need of special education.  The evaluation/eligibility determination process must include evaluation planning, assessment (as needed), interpretation of assessment data, and team determination of eligibility. The child must be assessed in all areas of suspected disability and all evaluations must be sufficiently comprehensive to identify all of the child's special education and related service needs.  OARs 581-015-2130 through 581-015-2180 provide information on the required components of the evaluation for each disability category.  

When a medical or health statement is a required component of the evaluation process, there can be significant problems to overcome.  A parent may be reluctant to take their child to a health care provider due to the costs or other concerns.  The district is ultimately responsible for obtaining all required evaluation information and this may include assistance in finding a medical provider and/or covering the cost of the medical evaluation and transportation.  The district should document its attempts to overcome any such barriers that delay completion of the child find process.  If a parent refuses the district's assistance in obtaining the required evaluation information within the allowable time period, the district should document in the child find data collection that the reason for the delay was failure of the parent to present the child for evaluation.  See OAR 581-015-2110(5)(c) for evaluation timeline exceptions.

SAMPLE FORMS:  Change in Eligibility Form for Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD)
Petrea Hagen-Gilden – Petrea.Hagen-Gilden@state.or.us 
Recently, during a review of our forms and procedures, we encountered an error in the SLD eligibility sample form published by our office.  The current sample form indicates there are three methods the district chose from for determining if a student has an SLD:

1. The Response to Intervention (RTI) method;

2. Use of the Pattern of Strengths and Weaknesses (PSW) method; or
3. Use of the Severe Discrepancy method.

Oregon Administrative Rule 581-015-2170 Specific Learning Disability requires the use of either the RTI or PSW method as part of evaluations under OAR 581-015-2105.  Oregon does not include the Severe Discrepancy method in its evaluation and eligibility determination rules. The practice of using this approach in initial and reevaluations should be immediately discontinued.

We understand that there may be students whose existing eligibility was based on the Severe Discrepancy method.  Those students should receive a comprehensive evaluation or reevaluation that includes the criteria of RTI or PSW when:

1. The student’s eligibility is considered at the point of the triennial evaluation cycle;

2. There is a request by a parent or teacher for reevaluation; or
3. If there is any concern that the student may not be properly identified as a student with a specific learning disability.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

GRANT & FUNDING NEWS
Sarah Drinkwater - sarah.drinkwater@state.or.us or 503-947-5634
As a reminder from our last memo, the following small grant funds are available to districts for the 2012-2013 school year:

IDEA Enhancement (Contact: sarah.drinkwater@state.or.us)
State Personnel Development Grant - State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) 
System Performance Review and Improvement - SPR&I Training Materials, 2012-2013 - Oregon Department of Education
OREGON’S ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT TRANSITION
Brad Lenhardt -  brad.lenhardt@state.or.us or 503-947-5755

In an effort to keep districts and schools up-to-date with the Oregon Department of Education’s alternate assessment transition efforts, additional information and resources have been posted to the Common Core State Standards—Alternate Assessment website (http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3709) entitled NCSC Resources. As the description under this link states, the resources and documents on this page are designed to assist districts and schools to better understand this project--building an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards (AA-AAS) for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities—and the goal of ensuring these students achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-secondary options.

PHYSICAL RESTRAINT & SECLUSION
Michael Mahoney - michaelmahoney@state.or.us or 503-947-5628

In April 2011, the Oregon legislature amended the statute regarding the use of physical restraint and seclusion in public education programs, as specified in ORS 326.051 (Enrolled House Bill 2939).  This legislation, effective July 1, 2012, guided the development and implementation of OARs 581-021-0550 through 581-021-0566 which regulate the use of physical restraint and seclusion to ensure safe practices for students and staff when restraint measures are required.  

The statute and rules apply to districts, school personnel and students in a public education program.  OAR 581-021-0550(5)(a-c) provides the following definition of a public education program:

(5) ‘Public education program’ means a program that: 

(a) Is for students in early childhood education, elementary school or secondary school; 

(b) Is under the jurisdiction of a school district, an education service district or another educational institution or program; and 

(c) Receives, or serves students who receive, support in any form from any program supported, directly or indirectly, with funds appropriated to the Department of Education (ODE). 

Districts/programs are required to follow the education physical restraint/seclusion OARs for all students in public education programs, but they are not required to follow those rules for students who are placed in private placements, hospitals, or other alternative settings that are not under the jurisdiction of a public education program.  Districts/programs are not required to report the type and number of physical restraints and seclusions conducted in those private facilities in their annual report.  Annual reporting is only required from districts/programs on students who were involved in incidents requiring the use of physical restraint and/or seclusion served in their public education programs.   

However, please note that these alternative settings may be required to abide by other physical restraint and seclusion OARs pertinent to that setting (e.g. a therapeutic day - treatment facility).  It would be prudent, and aligned with best practices, for the school district to ensure that these programs/private placements have protocols in place regarding the use of physical restraint and seclusion.   The protocols should employ the use of approved strategies by the ODE or Department of Human Services (DHS) regarding physical restraint and de-escalation methods.   Best practice would further suggest that school districts providing FAPE to students in private placements frequently communicate with the placement’s personnel to address incidents of restraint and seclusion, and assist with pro-active planning to support students.

For more information see the Technical Assistance Manual for Restraint and Seclusion at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=107 or contact the Safe & Healthy Schools Coordinator, Michael Mahoney.
LEGAL AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

Claudette Rushing claudette.rushing@state.or.us or 503-947-5689
The Special Education OARs booklet has been updated to reflect all OAR adoptions and amendments through November 2012.  For the December 2012 Special Ed OARs edition, see  http://www.ode.state.or.us/offices/slp/spedoars.pdf. 
Proposed Changes to OAR 581-015-2030 
ODE is seeking public commentary regarding revisions to OAR 581-015-2030(14). The proposed revisions would allow for ODE to reconsider Final Orders issued for State IDEA Complaints. Pursuant to the proposed changes, either party may be allowed to request reconsideration in writing. Any applicable Corrective Action could not be delayed during the reconsideration period. OSL&P will be submitting a temporary rule to this effect with the State Board of Education. This temporary Rule is up for adoption on January 25, 2013. Please submit any commentary in support of or in opposition to this change to Claudette Rushing at claudette.rushing@state.or.us. 

Due Process Hearing Officer Training 

This spring, ODE will host a supplemental training session for our due process hearing officers featuring national IDEA hearing officer expert, Jim Gerl. Jim has trained hearing officers from all states and works with a number of state departments of education.  He has provided IDEA hearing officer trainings in New Jersey, Idaho, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Delaware, Utah, Pennsylvania, Iowa, West Virginia, the US Virgin Islands, and for the Northeastern Regional State Education Agencies.  Jim has served as a mediator and a hearing officer for West Virginia since 1989, served as a mediator and hearing officer for Washington, D.C. (2009 to 2011), and currently serves as a hearing officer for Utah and Pennsylvania. He is a regular faculty member for the conferences of the National Association of Hearing Officials and has taught hearing officer training courses for Seattle University and LRP.  He has presented at the Center for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in Education conferences, consulted with the Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) and the Director of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) concerning rural special education issues, and served on a dispute resolution review panel for OSEP. We are delighted to have Jim conduct this special session in Oregon!
IDEA Complaints Update

The Oregon Department of Education has completed the following investigations for State IDEA complaints since the last newsletter. No new Final Orders have been issued for Due Process Hearings during this time. A brief summary of each of the completed complaint investigations is below. You can find full text versions of the Final Orders at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3527.

12-054-024:  This complaint had both substantiated and unsubstantiated allegations. It dealt primarily with parental requests for special education records related to student evaluations and special education eligibility. This case notes requirements under OAR 581-015-2300(3)(b), FERPA, and the IDEA which notes that parents must be given pertinent special education records no later than 45 days after a request is made.

12-054-027:  This complaint featured a number of allegations which were not substantiated. The only issue that was substantiated in part was that the student’s current IEP did not include preferential seating in the “Supplementary Aids/Services; Modifications; & Accommodations” portion of the IEP. However, the Department found that this omission did not result in a denial of FAPE, because the District was providing preferential seating in the general education classroom and the special education classes consisted of small groups of 3 or 4 students with one teacher and/or instructional assistant in the classroom.

12-054-028, 12-054-029, and 12-054-030:  These complaints all concerned students in a private alternative school located within the District. The District did not place these students into the private alternative school contractually or otherwise. However, the District still maintained Child Find obligations for the students in question. In each of the cases, Child Find allegations were substantiated as the District did not locate or evaluate students in this school who were eligible for Special Education services. Additionally, each of the cases includes a substantiated Evaluation allegation, as the students in question were not evaluated for Special Education. Also notable here is that case 12-054-028 includes a highly mobile child enrolled in a private alternate school and later a Charter school within the District.

12-054-033:  This case had one allegation with no finding and another which was unsubstantiated. The allegations dealt with access to student records and safeguards for Special Education records. The Department held that a janitor having a key to a locked administrative office located within a locked school, which contained a locked file cabinet of student records, was not a violation of FERPA or the IDEA. Additionally, when a complainant stated they were erroneously mailed another student’s educational records, the Department did not make a finding, as the complainant could not state when they received the records nor prove that they were actually received via US Mail.

All final orders are posted on the ODE website:

Due Process Log:  http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1264. 

Complaints Log:  http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1259.  

FACILITATED INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS (FIEP) 
Molly Hammans molly.hammans@state.or.us
ODE is launching a Facilitated IEP pilot from January 1st through June 30, 2013.  The pilot includes up to 20 state-funded, facilitated IEP meetings.  FIEPs are offered, free of cost, to assist with the management of contentious IEP meetings and the development of comprehensive IEPs for students.  FIEPs are offered as a first step in the dispute resolution process when districts feel they may be open to a future complaint.  

It is the top priority of ODE to support districts and families through the complex, and sometimes difficult process of IEP creation.  We believe the addition of FIEPs to the existing dispute resolution options provides an opportunity for families and districts to form stronger relationships that will continue throughout a student’s educational experience.  

Information on FIEPs is available on the Dispute Resolution webpage at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=125.
OREGON CHARTER SCHOOLS & SPECIAL EDUCATION
RaeAnn Ray - raeann.ray@state.or.us or 503-947-5722
Recently, the most frequently asked questions about charter schools have been:

1. Why are the districts required to service children with disabilities attending public charter schools in the same manner as children with disabilities in other public schools; and

2. When was this requirement added to the law?

Oregon charter schools are public schools and considered part of the school district in which they are located. Under Oregon law a public charter school may not limit student enrollment on the basis of disability or the terms of an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or other factors.  IDEA requires districts to serve children with disabilities attending charter schools that are part of the district in the same manner as children attending other schools. This basic requirement has been in the law since 1999, the same year Oregon adopted its first charter school law.
IDEA 2004 added more detail to this basic requirement, specifying that providing services includes “…providing supplementary and related services on site at the charter school to the same extent to which the LEA has a policy or practice of providing such services on the site to its other public schools.”   [34 CFR § 300.209(1)(i); and OAR 581-015-2075(2)]  These requirements apply to all public schools, including all public charter schools, whether instruction occurs in a traditional school, a virtual school, or through a program that combines a virtual component with a more traditional school setting.  

For further information, see the following:

· 34 CFR § 300.209 Treatment of charter schools and their students

http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2c300%2CC%2C300%252E209%2C 

· OAR 581-015-2075 http://www.ode.state.or.us/offices/slp/spedoars.pdf 
· Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) Chapter 338 Charter Schools  http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/338.html   
SECONDARY TRANSITION NEWS
Sally Simich - sally.simich@state.or.us or 503-947-5639
Kudos to the Oregon Youth Transition Program (YTP) for recognition as a model program from the Essl Foundation, an international organization focused on increasing access for individuals with disabilities. YTP has been select as a “Good Practice” model program and will be honored in Vienna in February.  To learn more about international examples of both good practice and good policies, see the Zero Project Report 2013, a study comparing the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability in more than 50 countries around the world.   
Memorandum 004-2012-13:  In 2011 the legislature passed HB 2283, which altered the definition of a school day for specific students.  This law, which was an amendment to ORS 329.451, applies to students with disabilities who have received a modified diploma, an extended diploma or an alternative certificate.  It allows those students to continue in school through age 21 and obligates school districts to offer a school day for them that is the same length as is provided to students in public high school.  Decisions about these students’ instructional days are put in the hands of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. For further details, refer to Memorandum 004-2012-13.
Oregon Joins the National Post-School Outcomes Center Project

Sally Simich - sally.simich@state.or.us or 503-947-5639
Oregon’s application to join the National Post-School Outcomes (NPSO) project was approved and work will begin January 1, 2013.  This is a federally-funded, 5-year project that began in 2010.  The NPSO’s mission is to help state education agencies establish practical and rigorous data collection systems that will measure and profile the post-school experiences of youth with disabilities.   Our specific focus will be on maintaining reliable, on-line data collection and reporting systems regarding the status of youth who had IEPs, after leaving/graduating from high school.  These young adults may be employed or enrolled in school.  In addition, support will also focus on building quality transition programs and relationships with adult agencies through evidence-based practices.

In addition, Oregon has been named a state partner with NPSO to use the State Toolkit for Examining Post-School Success (STEPSS).  Oregon will be working collaboratively with educators and administrators from three other states (KY, AZ, and RI) to design the professional development component for special education teachers at the local school level. The training is focused on district data teams to use DBDM (Data Based Decision Making) to develop, implement, and evaluate action plans that identify evidence-based practices and predictors of post-school successes to improve students’ secondary transition skills.  
EARLY INTERVENTION/EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION (EI/ECSE)

Nancy Johnson-Dorn -  nancy.johnson-dorn@state.or.us or 503-947-5702
State agencies are required to develop Key Performance Measures (KPMs).  ODE’s KPM data is reported in the Annual Performance Progress Report (APPR) that describes progress towards ODE’s mission to increase achievement for all students.  The APPR tracks performance on each of ODE's key performance measures, which monitor ODE's work pertaining to the Oregon K-12 education enterprise, as well as ODE's internal operational efficiency.  KPMs are reported to the Legislative Fiscal Office and the State Legislature. KPM data are submitted to the Governor in developing the Governor’s recommended budget and are shared with the State Legislature’s Ways and Means Committee as part of budgeting and agency reporting.  

The APPR includes four Early Childhood Key Performance Measures:

#1: ACCESS TO PRE-KINDERGARTEN:  Percentage of eligible children receiving Head Start Oregon Pre-Kindergarten services.

#2: KINDERGARTEN READINESS:  Percentage of kindergarten children demonstrating readiness criteria.

#20: EI/ECSE: Percentage of eligible children who receive Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education services that meet service level standards.

#21: EI/ECSE:  Percentage of children who exit Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education programs functioning within age level expectations or having made substantial progress (as defined by ODE) in the outcome areas of positive social-emotional skills, acquisition and use of  knowledge and skills, and use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

Each KPM is approved by the Legislature for the biennium, and changes to any of the KPMs require legislative review and approval. In 2012, the Legislature approved KPMs 20 and 21 for the 2013-15 biennium. The next opportunity to propose revisions to the Early Childhood KPMs will be in spring 2014 with any accepted revisions taking effect in the 2015-17 biennium. 

ODE’s 2012 Annual Performance Progress Report, including KPM data, can be viewed at www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1779.
INTERAGENCY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

Julie York -  Julie.york@state.or.us
Regional Programs

As a part of providing capacity building training for districts in the area of autism, the Regional Programs is partnering with the Oregon Commission on Autism Spectrum Disorders (OCASD).  That partnership is developing training and support around the District/Program self-assessment and the Oregon Education Guidelines for ASD.  Marilyn Gense, together with Joel Arick (ORPATS), will be sharing their collaborative model for any interested Special Education Director on January 14, 2013 from 1-2 p.m.  The presentation will be shared virtually in all eight regions across the state.  Contact your Regional Director for the specific location.
The State website for Regional Programs is expected to be launched in late January so watch for more information on this exciting endeavor. This website will support all low-incidence disabilities being served by regional programs in one area and have links to each regional contractor.

Long Term Care & Treatment Programs

Last spring we worked with various advocacy groups to develop a new funding model for Long Term Care and Treatment Programs.  We expect that a new funding model will be brought forth to the legislature. We will be tracking any such bill and analyzing its potential impact, and will will keep you abreast of developments.
In addition, contractors will be meeting in late January to review common assessment materials and develop a modified calendar that will provide education across a twelve month calendar without increasing the number of days or costs to districts.

The 2013-15 biennium is just around the corner and along with that come new educational contracts.  As that process begins, we would like to hear from its contractors.   We are reviewing contracts at this time in an effort to strengthen and improve services to students across the state and  also remove any unnecessary requirements for contractors.  If you have suggestions for any of the contracts you hold please contact the Contract Administrator for that program as soon as possible..

OTHER ODE UPDATES
If the reader is interested in updates from other ODE offices, they may be found at:
Education Updates, Office of Deputy Superintendent Rob Saxton

EII Updates, Office of Education Improvement & Innovation

Assessment & Accountability Updates, Office of Assessment & Information Services
 

It is the policy of the State Board of Education and a priority of the Oregon Department of Education that there will be no discrimination or harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, religion, national origin, age, sexual orientation, or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment.  Persons having questions about equal opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Deputy State Superintendent of Public Instruction at the Oregon Department of Education, 255 Capitol Street, NE, Salem, Oregon 97310; phone 503-947-5740; or fax 503-378-4772.
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