


Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Call Minutes
Thursday, March 9th, 2023
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	James Barta & Misha Mayers
	Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161 757 2782 
Passcode: 799760 

One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1617572782#

	Date:
	 March 9, 2023
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk44329836]Time
	Agenda Item
	Purpose 
	Who

	2:05
	Entrance Music Provided 2015 Kennedy Center honors - Aretha Franklin "You make me feel like a natural woman”
Welcome
	Introduction in chat: 
Name, Pronouns, 
Organization and Role.

Question: 
What are you most interested in discussing today?   
	Misha Mayers

	2:10 – 2:15
	Partner Introductions 
Oregon Human Development Corp
	Statewide Farmworker Services 
Cancelled
	Martin Campos-Davis

	2:15 – 2:35
	ABAWD
	Screen Share Presentation (see attached)
1. SNAP recipients between the ages of 18 thru 49.
1. Federal law, 80 hours of work- or work-related activities per month must be completed to receive more than three months of SNAP benefits in a three-year period. 
1. During the Public Health Emergency Declaration time limits (ABAWD work requirements) have not been applied.
1. Anyone not meeting the work requirements are subject to have their benefits closed.
1. The Public Health Emergency Declaration will be ending on May 11th.
1. Time limits won’t be applied until July.
1. Oregon was eligible for a statewide waiver, which ended in December 2022.
1. Oregon is now ONLY eligible for a partial waiver.
1. Oregon has a limited number of discretionary exemptions, which can only be used for one person, one month at a time and need to be entered manually. 
1. We are required to keep track of how many discretionary exemptions we are using each month.
1. Jackson, Deschutes, Lane, Linn, Marion, Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington Co. These counties will have SNAP time limits. 
1. Eight of tribal nations are eligible for a waiver.
1. There are three Tribal lands that are not waived, however due to being within counties that are waived, they too can be waived from the time limits. 
1. Twenty-two counties are eligible for a waiver for July 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023. When we had originally looked at the unemployment rates, in 2022 only three counties were eligible for a waiver. No further changes will be made to the list of waived counties going forward.
1. Not everyone living in the 22 counties will be required to do the work activities. Any person who lives in these areas who meets an exemption will NOT be required to do the work activities.
1. Also, if someone has completed work activities which can be credited towards the ABAWD work requirements, will not be asked to do an additional 80hrs.
1. Changes have been made to the ONE system, making it easier to screen for exemptions. Updates have also been made to allow the ONE system and iMatchSkills to communicate.
1. ODHS and OED have begun training staff since Jan 2023 regarding this change in policy.
1. An ABAWD team has been assembled and will be contacting individuals who will be impacted by this policy change.
1. Notices will be sent out in April to anyone who has an ABAWD status and is at risk of losing their benefits once the policy is in effect.
1. The notice explains the change in policy, explains the work requirements, how to report an exemption and/or get credit for the work activities they are doing.
1. They will be referred to OED to get a case plan created and receive assistance in completing their hours.
1. OED Case Plans and orientation will begin in May and June.
1. Implementation of time limits along with OED Case Plans will start in July 2023.
1. OED will provide services to people with ABAWD status. Those who participate with OED may also have access to support services. 
	Antonio Heras de La Luz

	2:35 – 2:45
	PHEU
	Public Health Emergency Unwinding: Medical Redeterminations 

Screen Share Presentation (see attached)
Links provided:
Main Resource Page where information is shared and begin to find information: https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Pages/index.aspx 

Most helpful page for Community Partners (more info is directly linked here:  https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Pages/index.aspx 

“Keep Covered” newsletter registration: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/signup/35855 

Monthly Webinars
English Registration Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_27pEq4H1T-KK96-zapI1FQ 
Dates: March 14, April 11, May 9 each at 10:00-11:00am PST
 
Spanish Registration link: https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_rBrDnffxRvupGQCyYuSQDA 
Dates: March 23, April 20, May 18 each at 10:00-11:00am PST
   
Other links of interest found on the Partner Page
SNAP Emergency Allotment toolkits found here: https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/ASSISTANCE/FOOD-BENEFITS/Pages/Emergency-Allotments.aspx 

NeedFood.Oregon.gov

Toolkit given to legislators: https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Documents/PHE-Unwinding-Legislative-Toolkit.pdf 

Interactive timeline (found on the timeline page): https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PHE/Documents/PHE-Unwinding-Timeline.pdf

If you are interested in learning more and sharing information with your clients and within your organization then consider joining our weekly Tuesday afternoon meetings. Email James for any additional questions James.Barta@dhsoha.state.or.us
	James Barta

	2:45-2:50
	Economic Stability Project
	Screen Share Presentation
· Economic Stability
· Launching into community engagement soon. Work being done with a consultant. 
· 1 in 3 people are connected to ODHS.
· Looking at ways to create conditions of Economic Stability and Mobility for people who receive the agency’s services or likely to receives services.
· Policy Strategy – Legislative Concepts, Policy Option Packages, proposed changes to State or Federal rules, and Demonstration Project proposals.
· Will be Equity driven and Community informed.
· Focus on five populations – Families w/ young children experiencing poverty, Older Adults, Young Adults aging out of foster care, People with Disabilities, and Veterans. 
· Engaged with ECONorthwest – firm provides economic consulting.
· ECONorthwest will looking into population data and outcomes, ODHS programs and other departmental data, existing programing -that currently support people along with gaps that affect them, along with Promising practices that have worked. Data will then be shared with the agency. 
· ECONorthwest will be partnering with ORRAI.
· Invitation to Community members and Policy Advocates into the fold.
· We will work with Community and Advocates on the recommendations that come back regarding ODHS to provide feedback on the draft policy.
· Three Virtual Sessions are planned between March and July.
· 1st Session begins 3/23.
· Registration has been closed early due to positive response.
· Will send out the final confirmations soon.
· No additional compensated spots available, organizational partners are still being invited.
	Sam Kaan

	2:50-2:55
	Open forum
	Announcements, Q&A
· Faren: Suggestion to follow Farm Bill
· James: Applicant Portal Improvement Committee
	Misha Mayers

	2:55
	Conclusion
	 
	



American Sign Language interpretation and closed captioning will be provided.



