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As Self-Sufficiency Programs (SSP) pushes forward in our anti-poverty efforts, the 2023 Legislative Session affirmed the need for connections to housing and education in our work. SSP is continuing to lean into supports for youth experiencing homelessness and were pleased to see the legislature support the continuation of these efforts. Below are a few more details about the bills that passed which are most relevant to SSP and our partners.
Support for youth experiencing homelessness
House Bill 5019 appropriates $12.5M to ODHS to award grants to increase youth access to shelter facilities, outreach, culturally specific services and mental health or substance abuse services when they are experiencing homelessness.
· In addition, HB 5019 appropriates $6.25M for two-year grants for organizations operating host home projects so they can establish, continue or expand those projects.
· Nearly $1.2M was allocated for the administration of programs and services for youth experiencing homelessness.
· The bill also supports strengthening our partnerships with host home programs and other transitional housing options.
House Bill 3395 requires ODHS to provide financial support to nonprofit organizations that offer affordable housing support to college students with low income across Oregon.
· Self-Sufficiency will likely coordinate with our partners at the Higher Education Coordinating Committee and Oregon Housing and Community Services to work through what this looks like.
Support for families: Child Tax Credit
House Bill 3235 creates refundable income tax for families with qualifying children under age six up to $1,200 per child.
· The income limit for the credit is $50,000 for people filing jointly and $30,000 for those not filing jointly.
· ODHS is required to apply for a waiver to exclude the credit from income considerations for program eligibility (SNAP, TANF, etc.).


Welcoming new arrivals to Oregon: Refugee and humanitarian mission funding
House Bill 5506, the end of session omnibus bill, allocated $20.9M for food, shelter, legal services and other wraparound supports for people pursuing a case with the U.S. Citizenship Immigration Services. The bill also includes $2.5M carried over from previously underspent funds to assist Afghan refugees.
· ODHS will need an interagency agreement with Multnomah County to coordinate humanitarian response services and a data collection model to show an accurate number of the asylum seekers and other migrants arriving in Oregon.
Healthy food for Oregon families: Double Up Food Bucks
House Bill 2728 expands work with the Farmer’s Market Fund to continue the Double Up Food Bucks (DUFB) program. DUFB helps SNAP recipients buy more locally grown fruits and veggies from participating farmers markets, farm share sites and retail food outlets.
· HB 2728 appropriates $8M from General Fund to distribute to nonprofits for administration of this program.
Other important work
Additionally, when the legislature passed Self-Sufficiency’s budget this session, they ensured the continuation of two critical efforts:
· Survivor Investment Partnership – joining together the Nine Tribes of Oregon, culturally specific domestic violence and sexual assault organizations, and co-located advocacy agencies to increase access to services and financial support for survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault for Tribal, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and communities that have been disproportionately affected.
· Tax Filing Infrastructure program – working to get money from refunds and tax credits back into the pockets of individuals and families in Oregon. This is made possible by funding culturally specific and culturally responsive organizations and Tribal governments who can provide direct tax filing education and assistance.
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