


Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Call Agenda
Thursday, June 13th, 2024
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	Misha Mayers 

	Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161 499 8901
Passcode: 295576

One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1614998901#

	Date:
	 June 13, 2024
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk44329836]Time
	Agenda Item
	Purpose 
	Who

	2:05
	Entrance music 
“Lavender by Marillion”
Welcome
	Introduction in chat:
Name, Pronouns,
Organization and Role.

Quick Update from SNAP Team:
· Our storefront offices have been asked to make the Affidavit to Request Replacement of SNAP Benefits (form 349D) available in office for those with replacement needs. 
· This form is used to request replacement benefits due to household misfortune or electronic theft. 
For more information visit 
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/food/Pages/snap-replacement.aspx 


	Misha Mayers

	2:10 – 2:30
	Pre-School Promise
	Program Information from Department of Early Learning and Care and Early Learning Hubs

What is Preschool Promise? 
· Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care Website 
· A statewide high-quality, publicly funded preschool program that serves families living at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty level and children in foster care.
· Preschool Promise is a Slot-based program. Grantees are awarded a certain number of slots, and eligible children fill these slots through collaboration with their local Early Learning Hubs.



Who is Eligible? 
· Three- and four-year-old children in families whose income is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level or in foster care programs.

Service Model:
· Children receive preschool services equivalent to a kindergarten school year.
· Preschool is offered in various settings, including childcare centers, home-based childcare, and public schools.

Annual Service Level:
· 5,132 children placed in programs.

Access:
· Statewide across all 36 counties.

Number on Grantees Providing Service:
· 212 grantees in various settings.

Funding Source: 
· General funding, Early Learning Account.

Program Requirements:
· Being Operation of Preschool Promise Program site(s) each program year no earlier than August 1st, no later than September 30th, and end the program year no later than June 30th.

Grantees must offer the Preschool Promise Program as follows: 
· For a minimum of 900 direct service hours.
· No fewer than 265 consecutive calendar days between the first and last instructional day.
· Direct service hours of no less than 6 hours per day.
· No less than 4 days per week.
· Direct service hours must be between the hours of 7am – 5pm.
· Program closures should not exceed 21 consecutive calendar days; anything beyond that will need prior Agency approval.

Released External Dashboard: (Link to the PSP External Dashboard)
· This shows what enrollment looks like currently for Preschool Promise. 
· Provides Statewide totals of slots filled by region and county.

Overview:
· DELC is seeking applications from interested entities to reallocate 358 PSP slots across 14 Early Learning Hub (ELH) regions.
· Eligible applicants could also be placed on the preschool Promise Applicant Waitlist Pool for all 16 regional Early Learning Hubs.
· This waitlist will allow eligible applicants to be selected to receive a Preschool Promise award if more service slots become available during the 2024 – 25 Program year.
· Note: if you are applying to multiple sites, you must submit an RFA application for each site.

Resources:
· Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care Website  
· Preschool Promise RFA and Waitlist 
· Employment Related Day Care (ERDC) Program 
· Marion and Polk County: Preschool Hub Directory 
 
Q&A:
· Is this available on the north coast? 
· Yes! Website: Northwest Early Learning Hub 
· Are you able to fill out these applications through phones? 
· Yes, it is mobile friendly.

For Any Questions: Email us at
 PSP@delc.oregon.gov

	Dayna Jung,
Katrina Casas

	2:30 – 2:45
	PEAF
(Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund)
	
Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund (PEAF) Background Info:
· The Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund (PEAF) was established under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
· States, Tribes and territories were able to request these funds to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
· Funds were to be spent between April 25, 2021, and September 30, 2022.
· Health and Human Services (HHS) reallotted any unused funds to eligible states, territories, and Tribes.
· Oregon Received a reallotment of funds in the amount of $1,318,822.84. These funds had to be expended by April 30, 2024.

Eligibility for PEAF:
· SNAP (Does not need to be receiving TANF) must be present on the case in which a payment is made.
· At least one child (age 18 and below) on a case with a caretaker relative relationship.
· Specific need or crisis related to the Covid pandemic for PEAF eligibility, this can be ongoing residual effects.

Delivery & Approach of PEAF Funds:
· Districts were strongly encouraged to partner with Tribal Governments in their service areas as well as with communities of Native American heritage.
· The goal was to ensure that PEAF was addressing the needs of this disproportionally marginalized community and full utilization of funds by April 30, 2024, deadline.

Prevalent Payments: 
· Housing Cost/Repairs
· Rent, mortgage, housing repairs.
· Utilities
· Payments for electricity, water, gas, etc.
· Auto Repairs
· Work Clothes/Equipment
· Clothing attire as well as equipment for work.
· Household Supplies
· Pots and Pans, cleaning supplies, etc.
· Food Assistance

By the Numbers: 
· Total Payments = 1,854
· Average Total Payment Per Families = $895.06.
· Distinct Families = 1,187
· Average Number of Payments Per Family = 1.5


Payment Methods:
· Bulk Items – 52%
· Items distributed to families (gift cards for household items, hotel vouchers, etc.)
· State Card – 41%
· Payments made by a state credit card (SPOTS) to individual entities such as utility companies and stores.
· Invoice – 5%
· Payments invoiced so that a check was sent to the entity such as a rental agency or landlord who could not accept card payments.
· Check – 2%
· Immediate need checks issued out of office to an entity such as landlord to avoid eviction.

Statewide Allocation of PEAF funds:
· $1,318,822.84 redistributed to Oregon.
· $1,313,822.84 allocated to districts.
· Not spent: $7,435.83 (.6%)

	Miguel Mendez

	2:45 - 2:50

	Communication Department Update: 
	Communication Department Survey Update: 
· We are going to start having customer services surveys rolling out in all local offices by the end of the year, in addition to customer service surveys on the Oregon ONE Mobile app and post-benefit eligibility phone appointments.
· These are multilingual, short (about 4 questions) and anonymous.
· These are just so we can see what we need improvement on. 
· Over the past 6 months, we had some offices in 4 different counties pilot these. 
· The data will be used for immediate feedback and make changes for improvement.
	Sunny Petit

	
	Special address 
	Acknowledgement for the great work you do every day. We are grateful for you and your partnership! 
	Claire Seguin, Director of Self-Sufficiency Programs

	2:55
	Conclusion
	
	



American Sign Language, Spanish interpretation and closed captioning will be provided.



